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Becoming A
Father-Pleaser

By Bob Mumford

And He who sent Me is with Me; He has 
not left Me alone, for I always do the things 
that are pleasing to Him (John 8:29).

 As a brand new Christian I was just home 
from the Navy and was visiting a neighboring 
church when an unusually sophisticated white 
haired man stood to say, “The Lord has been my 
healer and faithful provider for 63 years.” This 
man, then 85 years old, was still healthy, fresh, 
open, and malleable and to me it felt like he was 
putty in the hands of the Lord. As a new believer 
I had never seen anything quite like it. He had 
obviously discovered the secret to living life as an 
overcomer. I found a hunger burning in my heart 
to emulate that life. 
 Now, as I approach 80 years of age, I am 
that white-haired man, and I want to share with 
you something of what I have learned on how 
to be vibrant, alive, and full of the joy of the 
Holy Spirit when you are 85. The Lord has my 
permission to come tomorrow but suppose it’s 
another 50 years?  For many of us, this journey is 
longer than we first realized.  
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 I am a Papa. If I had all my children and 
grandchildren in a room and had opportunity to 
speak to them, I would talk about how to be a 
Father-Pleaser.  “He who sent Me is with Me; He 
has not left Me alone, for I always do the things 
that are pleasing to Him” is my life verse, and it 
has taken me almost a lifetime to learn it. It is not 
enough to know what to do, it is important to 
know how to do it. After 56 years walking with 
the Lord and having as many failures as successes, 
I was ready to embrace a new way of seeing the 
New Testament. All of us learn by trial and 
error—too many trials and quite a few errors, but 
nevertheless we learn.  
 Jesus said, “If it were not so, I would have told 
you...” (John 14:2).  There are no cons, tricks, 
or gimmicks in the New Testament; it is straight 
and forthright. Jesus always put the cost up front. 
The church tells us about a beautiful land where 
they want to take us to see the butterflies, and we 
end up in Vietnam. Jesus says right up front that 
if we follow Him, we will need to carry our own 
cross. He then continues, “…I go to prepare a 
place for you.” In Father’s house there is a place 
for everyone. If this were not true, He would have 
told us. This uncomplicated, up-front statement 
full of clarity and purpose has given me a fresh 
confidence in the essence, words, and central 
purpose of the New Testament. It allows us the 
freedom to approach the New Testament as 
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intentional Father-Pleasers knowing that He who 
sent us is with us. Being Father-Pleasers is the key 
to enjoying an abiding, unbroken relationship 
with God. If the purpose was not that of learning 
to please the Father, Jesus would have told us. 
Notice the next statement, which is almost a 
repeat, “He has not left Me alone, because I 
always do the things that are pleasing to Him.” 
Hebrews says, “I will never desert you, nor will 
I ever forsake you.”  His faithfulness to us is not 
dependent upon our acting in a manner that is 
always pleasing. However, the eventual, intended 
and defined purpose is that of learning to please 
our Father, and Jesus Christ has been assigned to 
help us get there.  

Agape and Behavior

 Like many of us, my Christian life began with 
an intense struggle to identify in some working 
manner the quintessence of the Christian life. 
At the half way point of my journey, around 30 
years, I became heart-sick and weary of everything 
and everybody, including myself. I did not feel the 
vibrancy and joy that I had seen years earlier in that 
older man. I felt foolish and somewhat hostile. In 
an angry voice I asked God, “What do You want 
from me!?” His immediate response in a quiet 
fatherly voice was, “I want you to love Me.” I went 
to the Scripture and reread the commandment: 
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“And you shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your mind, and with all your strength” (Mark 
12:30). Finally, in the midst of an emotional 
battle, I locked in on it: The entire Christian life 
should be and was always intended to be centered 
in our learning how to be a Father-Pleaser. If 
we set our goal to please the Father, a thousand 
problems are resolved right off the bat and many 
of our prayers suddenly seem superfluous. A lot of 
the bits and pieces with which we struggle simply 
disappear because our whole life has now become 
centered on learning to please the Father. 
 So, for the last 25 years, I have been trying to 
understand, biblicize, and be able to teach how 
loving God and pleasing Him effects our behavior.  
If I love God in the manner in which He asked, 
why would that change my behavior? We all 
know that behavior is one of the hardest things 
to change. You can believe all kinds of things, 
but acting different is a whole new challenge. 
Biblically, it is the central and intended purpose. 
This is the meaning and essence of the word 
Kingdom—we are now responding behaviorally 
to His governmental purpose!
 In Matthew 3:17 Father said, “This is My 
beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.” Again 
in Matthew 12:18 He said, “Behold, My Servant 
whom I have chosen; My Beloved in whom My 
soul is well-pleased.” It is evident that Father 
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is really pleased with Jesus. Then I linked well-
pleasing to another Scripture: 1 Corinthians 10:5, 
“Nevertheless, with most of them God was not 
well-pleased.”  Father was pleased with Jesus but 
not pleased with Israel, and I saw the Kingdom 
of God—the terms Agape and Kingdom are 
synonymous. Pleasing God is behavioral. God 
is Agape; therefore, His Kingdom is ruled 
behaviorally by our motivation to learn to 
love God with all of our heart, soul, mind, and 
strength.  
 When we center our whole being on pleasing 
the Father, it radically affects our ethical and moral 
behavior. When the grocery clerk handed me too 
much change, I said, “Excuse me, you gave me 
$2 too much.”  She looked at me like I had come 
from Mars. I said, “I’m a Father-Pleaser, and my 
Father wouldn’t be pleased if I cheated you out of 
your $2.”  She was impacted, but I wasn’t trying 
to be spiritual; it was a practical lesson in learning 
how to please the Father. We are now learning 
the practical lessons of the fear of God. To be as 
honest as possible results in experiencing Father’s 
pleasure. He is eager for us to discover this as a 
Kingdom lifestyle.
 Jesus was a Father-Pleaser. He did not come to 
die; He came to do the will of the Father, which 
included dying. “But the Lord was pleased to 
crush Him, putting Him to grief” (Isa. 53:10). 
His death was pleasing to the Father. What 
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pleases or displeases God as a Father is important 
because it re-establishes a long-neglected truth of 
biblical purpose in human suffering. When Christ 
arrived at Gethsemane there was a clash of the will 
between Father and Son. Three times Jesus asked 
the same question: Father is there any other way 
to accomplish this task? When we ask for anything 
three times, we have to admit that we are seriously 
considering the cost that lay before us. After the 
third time Father said no, Jesus yielded and said, 
“Not My will but Thine be done.” Many of us 
have walked with the Lord Jesus long enough 
to know that when the personal cost is evident, 
yielding is not always easy. 

Pleased or Not Pleased

This is My beloved Son in whom I am well-
pleased (Matt. 3:17). 

 The Kingdom of God is His government, and 
the Kingdom comes when Father is pleased. Jesus 
knew how to please the Father. “For where two 
or three have gathered together in My name, I 
am there in their midst” (Matt. 18:20). Father, 
however, was not pleased with Israel: “for you also 
endured the same sufferings at the hands of your 
own countrymen, even as they did from the Jews, 
who both killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets, 
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and drove us out. They are not pleasing to God, 
but hostile to all men” (1 Thess. 2:14-15). When 
Father is not pleased, the Kingdom gradually or 
abruptly withdraws. Remember a time when you 
went to a church service where the presence of 
God was absent. The service goes on, but you 
can feel that God is not there. Father was sick of 
Israel’s feasts, celebrations, and sacrifices because 
in their heart they were not Father-Pleasers.  Listen 
to the words and heart-felt plea in the voice of the 
prophet Isaiah 1:11-13: 

11 “The multitude of your sacrifices — 
what are they to me?” says the Lord. “I 
have more than enough of burnt offerings, 
of rams and the fat of fattened animals; 
I have no pleasure in the blood of bulls 
and lambs and goats. 12 When you come 
to appear before me, who has asked this 
of you, this trampling of my courts?  13 
Stop bringing meaningless offerings! Your 
incense is detestable to me. New Moons, 
Sabbaths and convocations — I cannot 
bear your evil assemblies. 

 As God and Creator, He can be pleased or 
displeased, and no one can alter that because He’s 
God.  If we are displeasing and Christ is pleasing, 
it is obvious that we need Jesus! The Greek word 
euarestos, translated pleased, well-pleasing, or 
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acceptable (Strong’s G2100-2107) is used more 
than 40 times in the New Testament, 14 of them 
are in reference to pleasing God with morality and 
behavior. If something is acceptable to God, there 
must be things that are unacceptable. Get your 
concordance and work through these Scriptures; 
what you will discover is that the whole New 
Testament becomes Father’s love letter showing 
us how to be a bride to the Bridegroom and how 
to be a son or daughter to the Father.  Some of the 
more significant references are:
•	 Matthew	 3:17,	 “This	 is	My	 beloved	 Son,	 in	

whom I am well-pleased.” 
•	 Matthew	11:26,	“Yes,	Father,	for	this	way	was	

well-pleasing in Your sight.” 
•	 Matthew	12:18,	“Behold,	My	Servant	whom	

I have chosen; My Beloved in whom My soul 
is well-pleased; I will put My Spirit upon 
Him, And He shall proclaim justice to the 
Gentiles.”

•	 Luke	2:14,	“Glory	to	God	in	the	highest,	And	
on earth peace among men with whom He is 
pleased.” 

•	 Luke	 10:21,	 “At	 that	 very	 time	He	 rejoiced	
greatly in the Holy Spirit, and said, ‘I praise 
You, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that 
You have hidden these things from the wise and 
intelligent and have revealed them to infants. 
Yes, Father, for this way was well-pleasing in 
Your sight.’”
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•	 Romans	12:1,	“Therefore	I	urge	you,	brethren,	
by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 
a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual service of worship.”

•	 Romans	 12:2,	 “And	 do	 not	 be	 conformed	
to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, so that you may prove 
what the will of God is, that which is good and 
acceptable and perfect.” 

•	 Romans	14:18,	“For	he	who	in	this	way	serves	
Christ is acceptable to God and approved by 
men.”

•	 Romans	 15:16,	 “to	 be	 a	 minister	 of	 Christ	
Jesus to the Gentiles, ministering as a priest 
the gospel of God, so that my offering of the 
Gentiles may become acceptable, sanctified by 
the Holy Spirit.”

•	 1	Corinthians	1:21,	“For	since	in	the	wisdom	
of God the world through its wisdom did not 
come to know God, God was well-pleased 
through the foolishness of the message 
preached to save those who believe.” 

•	 2	Corinthians	5:9,	“Therefore	we	also	have	as	
our ambition, whether at home or absent, to 
be pleasing to Him.” 

•	 Galatians	1:15–16,	“But	when	God,	who	had	
set me apart even from my mother’s womb 
and called me through His grace, was pleased 
to reveal His Son in me….”

•	 Ephesians	 5:10,	 “trying	 to	 learn	 what	 is	
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pleasing to the Lord.”
•	 Philippians	 4:18,	 “But	 I	 have	 received	

everything in full and have an abundance; 
I am amply supplied, having received from 
Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant 
aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to 
God.” 

•	Colossians	 3:20,	 “Children,	 be	 obedient	 to	
your parents in all things, for this is well-
pleasing to the Lord.”

•	1	 Thessalonians	 2:8,	 “Having	 so	 fond	 an	
affection for you, we were well-pleased to 
impart to you not only the gospel of God but 
also our own lives, because you had become 
very dear to us.”

•	Titus	 2:9,	 “Urge	 bondslaves	 to	 be	 subject	 to	
their own masters in everything, to be well-
pleasing, not argumentative.”

•	Hebrews	11:5,	“By	faith	Enoch	was	taken	up	
so that he would not see death; and he was 
not found because God took him up; for he 
obtained the witness that before his being 
taken up he was pleasing to God. 

•	Hebrews	 11:6,	 “And	 without	 faith	 it	 is	
impossible to please Him, for he who comes to 
God must believe that He is and that He is a 
rewarder of those who seek Him.”

•	Hebrews	12:28,	“Therefore,	since	we	receive	a	
kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show 
gratitude, by which we may offer to God an 
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acceptable service with reverence and awe.”
•	Hebrews	 13:16,	 “And	 do	 not	 neglect	 doing	

good and sharing, for with such sacrifices God 
is pleased.”

•	Hebrews	 13:21,	 “equip	 you	 in	 every	 good	
thing to do His will, working in us that which 
is pleasing in His sight….”

  There are also two references to not pleasing 
the Father:

•	1	Corinthians	10:5,	“Nevertheless,	with	most	
of them God was not well-pleased.”

•	1	 Thessalonians	 2:15,	 “who	 both	 killed	 the	
Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out. 
They are not pleasing to God, but hostile to all 
men.”

 Like Jesus, we can learn what pleases and 
doesn’t	 please	 Father.	 Ephesians	 5:9–10	 says,	
“The fruit of the Light consists in all goodness 
and righteousness and truth, trying to learn what 
is pleasing to the Lord.”  The Message translates it 
more freely: “The good, the right, the true—these 
are the actions appropriate for daylight hours. 
Figure out what will please Christ, and then do 
it.” What if the Christian life really could be 
concentrated down to this one principle? It seems 
this would confirm Father’s intention to reduce 
all of the Ten Commandments to one: Love God 
with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength. Paul 
also saw pleasing the Father as freedom:
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13For you were called to freedom, 
brethren; only do not turn your freedom 
into an opportunity for the flesh, but 
through love serve one another. 14For the 
whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the 
statement, “YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR 
NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” 15But if 
you bite and devour one another, take 
care that you are not consumed by one 
another (Gal. 5:13-15). 

 Suppose as brand new believers, we were given 
a mentor who taught us, right from the start, how 
to be sensitive to what is pleasing and not pleasing 
to the Lord. That is what religion thinks it is doing, 
but it focuses on sin management, legalities, and 
works—how to manage your life so you can be 
acceptable and perfect. However, Father says: 
Love Me and I will do the managing. You will 
know that which pleases Me, and the result will be 
holiness of mind, purpose, and moral maturity!
 One of things that pleases God is care for 
the poor, widows, hurting, and disenfranchised.  
One of the things that is not pleasing to Father is 
talking bad about one of His kids. Sometimes it 
requires serious discipline for us to learn what is 
pleasing to God. 
 I vividly remember a time when I had to learn 
what was pleasing to the Lord. I was walking 
downtown and saw a bag lady with her shopping 
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cart full of all her belongings.  The Lord suddenly 
told me to give her $20. In my great wisdom, I 
knew she would use the money for wine so I gave 
her $5 instead. The Lord said, “I didn’t tell you to 
give her $5; I told you to give her $20.”  I wrestled 
with it for several minutes as I walked away, and 
finally I got up the courage to do what I knew was 
pleasing to Father. I turned around, walked back 
to the bag lady and gave her the $20. She grabbed 
my hand and kissed me up the arm, and I started 
to weep. 
 At that moment, this is what was pleasing to 
Father. However, it is possible that I could give 
another bag lady $20, and it would be displeasing 
to the Father. This is especially true if I give the 
$20 trying to repeat past performance or regain 
past blessing. We want Him to be pleased with us, 
so we do the same thing over and over even though 
it has no life in it. If we have all the patterns and 
formulas, we don’t need a relationship with God. 
Everything comes to the point of one word: Agape. 
Agape begins in God, goes out to us, and then 
comes back to God. Stated as simply as possible: 
“We love (Agape) because (for this reason) He 
first loved (Agape) us” (1 John 4:19). God loved 
us for no reason of our own. Now, He is asking 
us to return to Him, in as pure of form as we are 
capable, that love (Agape), which He gave us in 
the person of His Son. If we do that, He will be 
pleased!
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 After my rather dramatic encounter with the 
Lord when He stated He wanted my love, I set 
myself to  eagerly learn the skill of being more 
sensitive to the prompting of the Holy Spirit by  
asking, “What is it Father?”  As an 80 year old, 
I am equally eager to declare and impart what I 
believe to be the Kingdom lessons of pleasing God 
as a Father for the post-modern youth and new 
believers that are beginning their own journey. 
In trying to learn what is pleasing to God we 
need to learn to make distinctions. Agape is not 
relative; it is an absolute. We can know when we 
are pleasing and when we are not, when we are 
givers or when we are takers. Giving is pleasing, 
taking is displeasing. It is that uncomplicated 
and amazingly simple. If this idea of pleasing the 
Father rings your chimes, it will provoke a heart 
response.

Love Like That

Watch what God does, and then you do it, 
like children who learn proper behavior from 
their parents. Mostly what God does is love 
you. Keep company with him and learn a life 
of love. Observe how Christ loved us. His love 
was not cautious but extravagant. He didn’t 
love in order to get something from us but to 
give everything of himself to us. Love like that 
(Eph. 5:1-2).  



-17-

 Because not many of us are able to love (Agape) 
like that, we need to be born again. Jesus gives us 
the new birth, which consists of His inseminating 
the Eternal Seed (1 Pet. 1:23) into us, and we begin 
to cultivate the Agape of God. As we continue to 
embrace the Kingdom reality of the New Birth, 
our capacity to be pleasing to Him increases. As 
we learn to “love like that,” we know before the 
words are out of our mouth that we are injuring 
someone. Our response to His heart is the cause 
and motivation for us to begin to change our 
behavior so that it will please our Father. Agape 
becomes our new standard of behavior (2 Cor. 
5:14). 
 What happens when we don’t love like that? 
Although we are born again believers, there are 
times when we do not love like that—maybe 
even a minute ago. When I started to teach and 
embrace Agape as the essence of the Kingdom, 
I did not want anyone to think that I had it 
home in my garage. Agape has become the most 
confrontational concept in the entire Bible. In 
Ephesians 3:17 Paul said that, “Christ will live in 
you as you open the door and invite him in. And I 
ask him that with both feet planted firmly on love” 
(MSG). When we are not pleasing to our Father, 
we can let Christ be His pleasure. Christ did it 
all: “If you keep my commands, you’ll remain 
intimately at home in my love. That’s what I’ve 
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done—kept my Father’s commands and made 
myself at home in his love” (John 15:10 MSG).  
Christ kept all of Father’s commandments so He 
could give them to us. We don’t have to worry 
about all of the commandments because He kept 
them for us. We now only have one command: 
Agape. (See this stated clearly in John 13:34-35). 
He gave us Christ to make up for all the crazies 
so that He could love us and we could love Him. 
Christ perfectly loves the Father for us. Most 
people are taught to fake it until they make it. 
	 We	must	learn	to	see	ourselves	in	Christ–that	
is where He covers us with His love while we learn 
to please Him. During the process we may feel 
the pain of failure, but there is no condemnation.  
He covers us so that we can start the lesson again. 
Some of us repeat the same lesson over and over 
until we’re sure we’ve seen that territory before. 
This reminds me of the guy who had to marry the 
teacher to get out of 4th grade. The more we grow 
in Agape, the more pleasing we are to the Father. 
 The Lord’s Supper is one of tools God uses 
to help us “love like that”—to love God and 
love others as He loved them. The bread is His 
body given to us for the unqualified purpose of 
imparting to us His love; we need it to become 
Father-Pleasers. The cup of wine is His blood 
given to us for the remission and forgiveness for 
the multiplied times that we failed to love as He 
loves. His forgiveness comes without rebuke or 
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condemnation. Seen in this light, the Eucharist 
takes on family and fatherly overtones that make 
us want to mature in His love and with deep 
gratitude for His provision.  
Walking in Agape
 Walking in Agape requires sensitivity. I saw a 
refrigerator magnet that said, “Wine is evidence 
that God loves us and wants us to be happy.” 
Father is pleased when I drink the first glass of 
wine. He may be pleased when I drink the second 
one. By the third one He might say, that’s not for 
you. We really can learn that degree of sensitivity so 
that we are alerted the moment we cross the line. For 
some, this needed sensitivity might be in the area of 
going to the movies or eating out or shopping. It 
could be in many other areas such as finances. 
 I was talking to a friend who prayed about 
investing his inheritance in a new business. He 
didn’t really find that measure of Father’s pleasure 
but thought it was a sure deal, so he sent off a 
check for $25,000. A few days later, the check 
was returned stating it was made out improperly.  
In spite of the inner feeling that he should not 
do it, he ignored the sense of warning, eagerly 
writing and mailing another check. A few weeks 
later, the whole company went down and took his 
money with it. He told me that the temptation to 
gain the promised interest overcame his sense of 
reluctance from God as a Father. Had my friend 
taken the time to find out whether or not Father 
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was pleased with the business investment, he could 
have spared himself a lot of pain and regret. This 
was a costly lesson of learning to walk in the Spirit 
and learning what pleases or displeases Father.  
 Another friend of mine has two sons and 
described what it means to him to be a Father-
Pleaser. He said, “If either one of my boys got up 
tomorrow morning and said ‘Daddy, today what 
would be pleasing to you?’  From the experience 
of being a father, I would say two things: ‘First, I 
want you to believe that as your Dad I want the 
very best for you. Second, I want you to love your 
brother.’ If my two sons believed that I would take 
care of them no matter what and were determined 
to love each other, nothing could make me happier 
as a father.”
 Walking in Agape is that uncomplicated; it is 
a Dad speaking to His kids, “trust Me, son, I want 
you to know My love for you, My intent toward 
you. Your brother may not be all that easy to love, 
but ‘build yourself up in the faith and keep yourself 
in the exact center of My love’” (Jude 21). In the 
next verse it says, “Go easy on those who hesitate 
in the faith. Go after those who take the wrong 
way. Be tender with sinners, but not soft on sin. 
The sin itself stinks to high heaven” (Jude 22-23). 
Sometimes it is difficult to be tender with sinners; 
it is easier to write them off if they don’t follow 
our rules. But that is not the heart of a Father-
Pleaser.
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 Learning to please the Father could involve 
$25,000, or it could be learned over a loaf of 
bread. A young woman described an experience 
of learning to please the Father as hearing Him 
tell her not to bake bread because He didn’t want 
her wasting her time that day. Instead of listening, 
she went ahead and prepared the dough.  It was 
a disaster, and she was all upset so she ended up 
fighting with her husband. Because she was upset, 
her husband took the brunt. Once we are off of 
our sensitivity to being pleasing, all kinds of issues 
take priority.
 Becoming a Father-Pleaser is best discovered 
in the biblical idea of abiding. “But you, dear 
friends, carefully build yourselves up in this most 
holy faith by praying in the Holy Spirit, staying 
right at the center of God’s love, keeping your 
arms open and outstretched, ready for the mercy 
of our Master, Jesus Christ. This is the unending 
life, the real life!” (Jude 20-21). Jesus taught us 
what pleases the Father: 

If you abide in Me, and My words abide 
in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will 
be done for you. My Father is glorified 
by this, that you bear much fruit, and so 
prove to be My disciples. Just as the Father 
has loved Me, I have also loved you; abide 
in My love (John 15:7-9). 
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In an abiding relationship, fruit grows on the 
vine.
 When I first wrote Agape Road, I thought the 
idea was to get on the Agape Road and never get 
off! The reality is that most of the time we stay on 
the road for about 4 minutes. As we mature, we 
can walk in Agape for 12 consecutive minutes and 
then 15. Before long, we find that we really are 
learning to please our Father. We become easier 
to relate to and really care for the hurting.  The 
excitement of gaining the skill of abiding, i.e., 
staying on the Agape Road for 3 whole minutes 
draws us back to the joy and present reality of 
what it means to become increasingly pleasing to 
Father. 

Kingdom Priority of Pleasing Father

30As He said these things, many believed in 
Him [trusted, relied on, and adhered to Him]. 
31So Jesus said to those Jews who had believed 
in Him, If you abide in My word [hold fast 
to My teachings and live in accordance with 
them], you are truly My disciples. 32And you 
will know the Truth, and the Truth will 
set you free. 33They answered Him, We are 
Abraham’s offspring (descendants) and have 
never been in bondage to anybody. What do 
You mean by saying, You will be set free? 34Jesus 
answered them, I assure you, most solemnly I 
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tell you, Whoever commits and practices sin is 
the slave of sin. 35Now a slave does not remain 
in a household permanently (forever); the son 
[of the house] does remain forever. 36So if the 
Son liberates you [makes you free men], then 
you are really and unquestionably free. (John 
8:30-36).

 Jesus was speaking to Israel about the truth 
setting them free, but Israel responds much like 
the Church: Why should you talk to me about 
being free?  We have never been enslaved to any 
man! What the Jews failed to notice was that right 
behind them were Roman soldiers. The whole 
Jewish nation was subdued by Rome, and they 
continued to believe that they had never been 
enslaved to any man. 
 The Church says, “Why should you talk to 
me about freedom? I’m a Christian!”  However, 
ethical and moral behavior among believers is not 
much different than among unbelievers. If you 
are going to please the Father you may be faced 
with some tough decisions.  
 The Agape Road is a journey of honoring 
the Kingdom priority of pleasing God as Father 
and entering into an abiding relationship with 
Him. It requires intentionality.  The offer of the 
Kingdom is never imposed on us. The more we 
learn the enjoyment of pleasing Father, the more 
we begin to walk in His Providence rather than 
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His Sovereignty. We begin to discover Father’s 
Own secret: pleasing God as Father constitutes 
His design for setting all things beneath the feet 
of Jesus Christ.  It is living in the permeating 
presence of Him who holds all things together. 
There is nothing higher than, more than, other 
than living in the permeating presence of God. 
Pleasing the Father is a Kingdom priority, not a 
Church priority.  

Seven Steps to Growing Up
 There are seven clear steps in the normal 
spiritual growth of believers, each symbolized by 
a different Greek word. Unless there have been 
significant or insurmountable interruptions in the 
growth, the biblical sequence goes like this:

1 Infant
2 Child 
3 Trained Child
4 Kingdom Citizen 
5 Priest/King 
6 Ambassador 
7 Father-Pleaser

 Let’s look at each of these growth phases 
individually:
 Infant. An infant is born into the Kingdom. 
We have almost trivialized the New Birth by 
setting it into the solitary context of heaven and 
hell. The New Birth is ultimately designed to 
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give Father His inheritance, which consists of a 
people of His Own (Eph. 1:18). The infant has 
been inseminated with the Eternal Seed of the 
Kingdom, which is Christ in Seed form. Like the 
acorn, which contains the DNA of an entire oak 
tree, so the New Birth has the DNA to conform us 
to the image of God’s Son, which is Jesus Christ 
our Lord.
 Child. The institutional church is slow to 
allow us to enjoy our childhood. Religion, for 
a variety of reasons, teaches us to perform with 
the goal, conscious or sub-conscious, to make 
us useful to the organization. In many ways, life 
itself does not allow us to enjoy our childhood.  
Religious performance may be the most complex 
and insidious hindrances to the joy of childhood 
and learning to please our Father. When I have 
become an effective performer, the complexity 
and challenge to release all of that for Kingdom 
simplicity is not easy.
 Trained child. The necessity of growing up 
when the time for growing up has come is rather 
self-evident. Being trained in the joy of pleasing 
the Father and developing the skill of abiding in 
the Person of Christ so that we can love like He 
loves involves serious lessons of life. Father does 
not expect or demand behavioral perfection. A 
trained child has learned the simplicity and reality 
of walking on the Agape Road. (If you have not 
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read Agape Road, I would encourage you to do so. 
It is foundational for being a Father-Pleaser.) 
 Kingdom citizen. This involves becoming a 
functioning and productive citizen in the Kingdom 
government. Our citizenship is a transfer into 
another Kingdom by reason of our New Birth 
and water baptism:

Giving thanks to the Father, Who has 
qualified and made us fit to share the 
portion which is the inheritance of the 
saints (God’s holy people) in the Light. 
[The Father] has delivered and drawn 
us to Himself out of the control and the 
dominion of darkness and has transferred 
us into the kingdom of the Son of His 
love, in Whom we have our redemption 
through His blood, [which means] the 
forgiveness of our sin (Col. 1:12-13).

 We are no longer members of the governmental 
entity of darkness, which keeps us prisoners. We 
are, by virtue of Jesus’ Own Kingdom, transferred 
into His governmental authority of Light. This 
suggests a behavioral change because we are now 
citizens of a new governing force. 
 Priest and king. Kingdom citizens grow into 
priests and kings. Note the biblical clarity with 
which Peter states the issue: 
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But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 
God’s own possession, so that you may 
proclaim the excellencies of Him who 
has called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light; for you once were not 
a people, but now you are the people of 
God; you had not received mercy, but 
now you have received mercy (1 Pet. 2:9-
10). 

 As we mature, we become more capable of 
embracing the intercessory burden and authority 
Christ gave us to disciple the nations, which 
Oswald Chambers points out does not mean 
making more converts. The priesthood of the 
believer encompasses five aspects: absorb human 
failure, love without reward, vocational suffering, 
intercessory behavior, and extender of mercy. If 
you would stick these on your bathroom mirror 
and own them every day, they would help you 
understand what God means when He calls us to 
be priests in His Kingdom.
 Ambassador.  This is a governmental term used 
several times in the New Testament. “Therefore, 
we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God 
were making an appeal through us; we beg you 
on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God” (2 
Cor. 5:20). We are governmental representatives 
of the Kingdom, not the church, denominations, 
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or doctrines. When we adjust our concept of 
who we are and realize that we are Kingdom 
representatives, it changes our behavior. When 
we go to the hospital to minister, we pray for 
everyone in need, not just those in our persuasion. 
An ambassador is out to reach the whole world; he 
represents a Kingdom government with a King, 
Jesus Christ, who Himself is a Father-Pleaser! 
Paul said, “I am an ambassador in chains; that in 
proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to 
speak” (Eph. 6:20). 
 Father-Pleaser. A Father-Pleaser is a person 
whose ultimate desire and purpose is to preserve 
and maximize the sense of Father’s manifest 
presence and approval. A Father-Pleaser seeks 
to walk in His favor at all times and under all 
circumstances. Our failure is covered in His grace, 
and that failure is forgiven without condemnation. 
The reward for which the Father-Pleaser waits is 
approbation: “You are My beloved Son, in you 
I am well-pleased” (Luke 3:22). This is a clear 
growth factor, which Father desires. Being a 
Father-Pleaser is our gift to Him; we are returning 
to Him the love He gave us in Seed form in the 
New Birth in as mature a form as possible. Father-
Pleasers are charged with and primarily concerned 
about knowing and bearing Father’s manifest 
presence. A Father-Pleaser’s personal goal is to 
walk at all times, under all circumstances, and 
without compromise in the favor and expectations 
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of Father’s Kingdom. If we purpose to do that, we 
soon discover ourselves in trouble with the world 
systems: financial system, church system, family 
system, etc. The reward Father gives effects us 
emotionally, spiritually, and psychologically. Each 
of us, deep in our person, needs to hear: “well 
done.” Approbation is more than gratitude. Real 
approbation contains no flattery; it motivates us. 
The Kingdom Father-Pleaser will risk their lives 
to hear Him say “Well done!” (Acts 15:26). 

Kingdom Resurgence
 The word resurgence carries the idea of that 
which was once strong and influential having lost 
its place of influence. Resurgence includes the 
ideas	of	renaissance,	revival,	recovery–resurgence	
says the Kingdom is becoming increasingly 
evident; taking its place in world history and once 
again requiring man, in all of his strength and 
stubbornness, to be forced to recognize the place 
and necessity of His Kingdom. God, as a Father, 
is now increasing the demands, expectations, and 
government of that Kingdom. This pressure, as 
I understand it, will continue and increase until 
we discover the necessity of functioning as Father-
Pleasers. In my understanding, the Father-Pleaser 
will then discover himself or herself caught in 
Kingdom resurgence between two conflicting 
personal demands:
 1. Preservation of our reputation and status 
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quo. The word status quo is a Latin term meaning 
the mess we are in. Everyone, regardless of 
education, religious persuasion, or financial status, 
knows that change is here to stay. Attempting to 
preserve our preferences in the turmoil will cause 
unlimited confusion. The ultimate issue is being 
conformed into the image of Jesus Christ, who 
was the ultimate Father-Pleaser.
 2. If we have the advantage of knowing these 
pressures are coming, we also know that such 
pressures will force us to preserve our personal 
integrity before the presence of God the Father. 
Who we are and what we believe will be pressed 
until we pass from the ideal to that which is real, 
workable, and existential. There is simply no place 
to hide.
 This Kingdom dimension will force all of us, 
globally, into a rather severe and unpleasant re-
assessment. Unreality and religiosity have had 
their day. Kingdom reality is upon us in every 
known way and in every known discipline.  
Present day Christianity compromises many 
things on the assumption that God will forgive 
us. Compromising our integrity is simply not 
pleasing to the Father. There is a serious difference 
between the integrity of Joseph and David. Joseph 
refused to be seduced by Potiphar’s wife; David 
intentionally took Bathsheba to bed. Both were 
faced with real life situations; one denied His 
name, the other did not. Somehow, Kingdom 
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reality has been hidden in spheres of doctrine and 
compromise, but there is a reward for the man or 
woman who knows how to stand.
 Although grace and forgiveness are the center-
piece of the Agape paradigm, forgiveness is not 
the Father’s ultimate purpose or pleasure. Father-
Pleasers with more mature personal integrity are 
simply unable to compromise; they understand 
Joseph’s motive for not yielding to Potiphars’ wife. 
For Father-Pleasers, our options are limited and 
compromising is not one of them. As America and 
the other western nations degenerate and fragment 
into anarchy, hedonism, personal idealism, and 
entitlement, my sense is that our having learned 
to be Father-Pleasers will be expensive, rewarding 
and, may save our spiritual life. The implications 
of what I am saying need to be heard and applied 
with a full grasp of grace, forgiveness, and 
freedom. There is no legalism here. If we disobey, 
compromise, or fail to stand, we are not in danger 
of losing our salvation. Father forgives us at His 
Own expense. The issue is whether or not we 
pleased Him as a Father. 

Providence or Sovereignty
 Quincy Magoo, the 1960s cartoon character, 
found himself in all kinds of problems because he 
stubbornly refused to admit he was nearsighted, 
neither would he agree to correct the problem by 
wearing glasses. His friends were concerned for 
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his safety especially when speeding cars barely 
missed him or when he nearly walked off a bridge. 
Although Mr. Magoo lived in the accidental, 
everything, amazingly enough, usually worked 
out for him. 
 There is a difference between the properties of 
accidental and intentional. A trivial, but helpful 
example is that it is the intentional property of 
a bachelor to remain unmarried. The accidental 
property of a bachelor is that he has brown hair. 
God’s Providence works in a similar manner 
in our own lives—He has the ability to use “all 
things,” both the accidental and the intentional, 
to conform us to Christ’s image. That which 
seems accidental occurs with an apparent cause. 
 In the parable of the treasure in the field, the 
man found the treasure accidentally. After he 
discovered the treasure, he speedily sold everything 
in order to buy the field, which was an intentional 
act. God, as Father uses that which is accidental to 
preserve His own Sovereignty; He does not allow 
us to control or possess Him. He uses unexpected, 
unintentional, and seemingly coincidental events 
in our journey for His purposes. Our perception 
that God is in the events causes us to become 
alert and, consequently, begin to seek out the 
implications so that we can become intentional. 
We want what God wants in the mysterious 
manner in which He has chosen to approach and 
reveal Himself to us. 
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 God, as Father, wants us to worship Him 
in Spirit and in Truth. He approaches us both 
accidentally through circumstances and events 
over which we have no control or understanding 
and intentionally through His Word or by means 
of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Irrespective of the 
manner in which the Father chooses to reveal 
Himself, He is asking us to develop the skill of 
recognizing Him in both the intentional and the 
accidental. 
 One of the Church Fathers said that the 
Providence of God works on a narrow, dangerous 
margin. There are events and catastrophes in 
life that no one can predict or prevent. Being a 
believer in no way guarantees us immunity from 
difficult or unexpected events. When accidental 
circumstances and events become confusing 
and difficult, the one thing we can do is abide. 
Only here can we understand and interpret the 
circumstances and properly respond to them 
in an intentional manner. We must know and 
believe that nothing touches our life that does not 
come through Father’s hand. That is Providence. 
We all can testify of the times He overruled the 
foolish things we did. He provides for every 
accidental contingency and has the Sovereign 
and Providential ability to take the whole mess—
including our sin and failure—and cause them to 
serve His purpose. In God’s initiative of grace, He 
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can and will override our ignorance and mistakes. 
Jesus was not a fatalist, nor a determinist; He 
believed in divine Providence—nothing could 
touch His life that had not passed through the 
Father’s purpose.
 Providence or divine intervention is something 
that God, as Father, reserves for Himself alone. It 
is His preferential choice whereby He is able to 
make all things work out for good in our lives. This 
includes our sinful nature, inclination to refuse 
and rebel, mistakes, and repeated dumb choices. 
It also includes our striving on some occasions 
and wanting to quit on others. Providence is able 
to make every circumstance serve His purpose of 
conforming us to the image of His Son. 
 Scripture makes a distinction between Father’s 
Sovereignty and His Providence. Sovereignty 
means that He, as Creator, has the ultimate right 
and unquestioned authority to do as He pleases in 
the earth and none can say to Him, “What are You 
doing?” Providence, on the other hand, is much 
more personal and could be more perfectly defined 
as Father’s care for His own. There is a difference 
between relating to the Creator (Sovereignty) or 
to a Father (Providence). In both cases God is 
able to accomplish what is in His heart, but He 
most often chooses to reveal Providence to His 
Family: I will be their Father, and they shall be 
My own. Father’s care, then takes on a filial or 
family dimension that is very considerate and 
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tender. Providence is God’s special care for His 
own children. 
 John Knox, head of the Presbyterian Church, 
said, “God’s Providence is mine inheritance.” A 
building in Chester, England is famous for this 
inscription carved into the wooden frame of its 
foundation. While ministering in that very city, 
my wife, Judith, and I made the effort to go to the 
house and see the inscription ourselves. We made 
it our life’s message, and later had it carved into 
our own fireplace mantle.  
 Jesus’ intention was for us to believe and 
lean into Father’s Providence as our inheritance. 
He lived His life like that and asks us to imitate 
Him in so doing. Providence, for the maturing 
believer, is embraced as an increasing desire to 
bow our knee, will, emotions, and intentions to 
the inexorable law of Providence, knowing that 
His nature and faithfulness can be relied upon. 
God is our Father.

Preparing for Seven Changes
 There are seven changes that will be precipitated 
by the Kingdoms’ resurgence. It is very helpful to 
understand the Kingdom as Father’s intrusion or 
invasion into the sphere of human willfulness and 
obstinacy. Discovering the strong motivation of 
being a Father-Pleaser will increasingly become 
an urgent necessity. The three spheres of the 
Kingdom are:
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 Sphere One:  The Kingdom of Nature
 Sphere Two:  The Kingdom of Grace
 Sphere Three:   The Kingdom of Glory
 All three spheres function in a simultaneous 
and co-extensive manner. There are not three 
successive stages, but three aspects of the Kingdom 
that occur simultaneously. To fully grasp these 
three spheres, we need to see them in light of 
God’s Providence and Sovereignty.
 Sphere One - Kingdom of Nature. This 
has to do with God’s Sovereignty. It is His rule 
as preserver of all He created. “For the [whole] 
earth is the Lord’s and everything that is in it” (1 
Cor. 10:26). God’s Sovereignty in the Kingdom 
of nature means that God rules everybody and 
everything all the time and in all the places. There 
simply is no place we can hide or escape His 
Sovereignty!  The whole earth is the Lord’s. “If I 
ascend to heaven, You are there; If I make my bed 
in Sheol, behold, You are there”(Ps. 139:8). The 
Sovereign God is a Father, but His governmental 
function in this realm severely limits His freedom 
to function as a Father; He functions as a King and 
Creator. This is what the writer to the Hebrews 
meant when he wrote, “It is a terrifying thing 
to fall into the hands of the living God” (Heb. 
10:31).
 Sphere Two - Kingdom of Grace.  Grace is 
like the Rubber Room of Father’s instruction. 



-37-

This	 can	be	 seen	clearly	 in	Titus	2:11–12,	 “For	
the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation 
to all men, instructing us to deny ungodliness and 
worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously 
and godly in the present age.” This covenantal 
God reveals His Father’s heart of Providence 
by using all things in our life, including sin and 
failure! Grace gives us the freedom to fail because 
Father can use that failure in a way that makes all 
things work together for good (Rom. 8:28-29). 
The Kingdom of God is Father exercising His will 
in a providential manner; it is an offer, never an 
imposition. He extends His influence and rule to 
those who receive Him in the Person of Christ. 
“But as many as received Him, to them He gave 
the right to become children of God, even to those 
who believe in His name” (John 1:12). God’s 
providential rule is the present Kingdom of God. 
He rules the earth as He has always done, but now 
in Christ He has offered us the privilege of coming 
to know Him, to see and enter a realm called the 
Kingdom of God. It is a sphere in which we can 
learn providentially how to please Him. Thus, we 
are taught to pray, “Your kingdom come. Your 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” (Matt. 
6:10).  He is looking for ambassadors of that 
Kingdom who will see things providentially.  
 Sphere Three - Kingdom of Glory.  This is the 
Kingdom in future revelation; best understood 
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as now and not yet. The glory of God is very 
simple: God, Himself, will indwell all creation 
as His living temple and “the earth will be filled 
with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as 
the waters cover the sea” (Hab. 2:14). Each of 
the prophets declared that the whole earth would 
be filled with His glory. We know that “at the 
name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who 
are in heaven and on earth and under the earth” 
(Phil. 2:10). Learning to see the future as Father’s 
Glory revealed is a serious Kingdom advantage. 
When God causes every knee to bow, it will be 
extremely demanding and turbulent. We can see 
this in Malachi 3:1-4:

Behold, I am going to send My messenger, 
and he will clear the way before Me. And 
the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly 
come to His temple; and the messenger 
of the covenant, in whom you delight, 
behold, He is coming,” says the Lord of 
hosts. “But who can endure the day of 
His coming? And who can stand when He 
appears? For He is like a refiner’s fire and 
like fullers’ soap. “He will sit as a smelter 
and purifier of silver, and He will purify 
the sons of Levi and refine them like gold 
and silver, so that they may present to the 
Lord offerings in righteousness. 
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 Remember, all three of these spheres are going 
on at the same time: the Sovereign Kingdom of 
nature, the Providential Kingdom of Grace, and 
the Kingdom of Glory. Paul identifies the believer 
who has learned to be a Father-Pleaser as Father’s 
Own inheritance. These spheres work together 
simultaneously for the purpose of Father’s Own 
inheritance becoming a reality (Eph. 1:18). 

Seven Changes
 These changes, by their very nature, will be 
seen as extraordinarily inflammatory because 
they will disrupt religious know-it-all-dogmatism, 
God-denying materialism, extensive emotional 
and religious skepticism, man’s idealism, and, 
consequently, Kingdom reality will be established. 
These seven changes are also reformational 
because they have been designed by God Himself 
for the intentional re-forming the Church on 
earth. In my understanding of Father-God and 
His government, all seven of these changes are 
designed to be transitional in that they involve 
unmanageable and disorderly organizational 
change that can be seen as His intentional purpose 
to move us from living under His Sovereignty 
to knowing Him as Father in a Providential 
manner. Providence disrupts self-validation. 
These changes are also inexorable in that they are 
an unpreventable and uninvited; they come as 
a result of the demands and expectations of His 
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governmental Kingdom. As we see these unfold 
in the next five to seven years, it may look like 
death is happening, but Father-Pleasers will see it 
as the Kingdom birthing! The present global and 
financial crunch is just the beginning of resurgence 
of that Kingdom thatwill inexorably produce the 
birth pangs to which I am referring. God, in His 
Sovereignty, retains the right to have the freedom 
to use all things to conform us to the image of 
His Son. The restoration of God’s Fatherhood in 
the earth will most likely reveal itself as being very 
turbulent. The seven coming changes are:
 1. Restoration of God’s Fatherhood. Our 
Sovereign God, who has been essentially and 
practically dismissed by His Own creation, will 
re-assert His rights and authority as the Father of 
all that He has created. This change is verbalized 
in the words: The kingdoms (plural) of this world 
have become the Kingdom (singular) of Our God 
and of His Christ (Rev. 11:15 KJV). Salvation is 
complete when I intentionally receive Christ and 
allow Him to take me to His Father. This entire 
change must be seen as the restoration of God’s 
Fatherhood in the earth, which could get very 
turbulent.
 2. Sonship. This change will demand our 
shifting from identity in titles and offices to the 
greater, more inclusive identity as God’s sons and 
daughters. Jesus said, “I and the Father are one” 
(John 10:30). Not one person but one entity, one 
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life, one expression. This is what Charles Spurgeon 
saw when he said something like I looked at Him, 
He looked at me, and we were one forever.  When 
we really grasp Fatherhood, the idea of titles and 
offices as our identity seem to lose their charm and 
authority. While some titles are useful, the Father-
Pleaser will find that intentional use of authority 
and confidence will increase by our becoming one 
with the Father. We need to learn to sublimate 
all concepts of titles and offices into our sonship 
because the office or title is not who we are; the 
title describes what we do. Who we are is a son or 
a daughter of the Providential Father.  A bumper 
is a bumper because it bumps, but it is not the 
whole car. Offices such as apostles, prophets, and 
teachers are all real, but if we take our identity 
from them, we incline toward superiority, which 
seems to produce defensive and non-receptive 
behavior. This is due to our reputation, defined 
by our title, which seems to need defending. I am 
not attempting to diminish education of any kind; 
authentic titles are needed. What I am suggesting 
is that we not center upon that aspect of our 
journey. Act like a son or daughter who is seeking 
to please his or her Father. That is what it means 
to walk on the Agape Road. Being one with the 
Father means we are becoming Father-Pleasers, 
and we are growing in intimacy with Him so that 
we can claim Him and He can claim us—the very 
implications of “The Father and I are One.”
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 3. Father-Pleaser. There is coming a necessary 
change from legal, argumentative, and religious 
use of the Scriptures to a more human, love-
filled and Christ-centered application of what 
does or does not please the Father. How would 
God as a Father, operating in His providential 
manner with limitless forgiveness in Christ 
and unlimited affection, handle a particular 
failure or disappointment? This pleasure is fully 
demonstrated in the life and ministry of Jesus 
Christ. The spirit or attitude and/or voice in 
which a Bible text is used may be more important 
than the text itself.  It is amazing, but where the 
most Bible is preached, there seems to be the least 
amount of love because we use the Scriptures in 
a way that expects or demands things from each 
other instead of trying to please the Father. Jesus 
came to do the will of the Father, so to the woman 
caught in adultery He said, “Woman, …did no 
one condemn you?...I do not condemn you, either. 
Go. From now on sin no more” (John 8:10-11). 
 4. Transformation of our motives for ministry. 
This is a change from taker to giver. The world 
sees the present-day Church as a taker because it 
has increasingly become so. Like the Temple of 
old, the statement, “You have made my Father’s 
house a den of thieves” is becoming increasingly 
true. God is a giver. His Son is a giver. His 
children must become givers and not takers. 
I meet more people who need to minister than 
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people who need ministry. When there is no one 
else to prophesy to, we prophesy to each other. 
There are three words we need to take hold of: 
possess, acquire, and control. Do not allow your 
denomination or church to possess you. The entire 
spirit or atmosphere that surrounds evangelism 
has become increasingly acquisitive, wanting to 
acquire members as contrasted to concern for 
the person as an individual. “Woe to you, scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you travel 
around on sea and land to make one proselyte; 
and when he becomes one, you make him twice 
as much a son of hell as yourselves” (Matt. 23:15). 
The mature Father-Pleaser becomes increasingly 
responsible to know whether he or she is being 
acquired, possessed, or controlled.  We were 
called to freedom (Gal. 5:1), and freedom means 
we are being changed from takers to givers. We 
are required to be free people if we are to set our 
hearts on being Father-Pleasers. 
 5. Change in objective. This change of objective 
involves the transition from the goal of getting 
to heaven to living, on earth, with a Kingdom 
purpose. Many people have one desire—to make 
heaven their home. If you are a Christian and you 
die, you have to go to heaven—there is no place 
else to go. Heaven is not a goal; it is a destiny. 
Young people today are increasingly resistant to 
being threatened by hell or bribed by heaven; 
neither of these is the Kingdom’s primary issue. 
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Paul states our Kingdom objective in quite a 
different manner: 

For [even the whole] creation (all nature) 
waits expectantly and longs earnestly for 
God’s sons to be made known [waits for the 
revealing, the disclosing of their sonship].  
For the creation was subjected to frailty 
(to futility, condemned to frustration), 
not because of some intentional fault on 
its part, but by the will of Him Who so 
subjected it—[yet] with the hope that 
nature (creation) itself will be set free from 
its bondage to decay and corruption [and 
gain an entrance] into the glorious freedom 
of God’s children (Rom. 8:19-21). 

 The Kingdom purpose of the redemptive 
act is to make us sons and daughters. When the 
redemptive act is understood and applied from 
the perspective of the Father and the joy of our 
becoming His Inheritance, everything seems to 
shift in purpose and meaning. It causes the entire 
New Testament to be read in a more relational 
and Father-centered manner.
 6. Measurable disruption in doctrine. Due 
to the dramatic and unexpected intrusion of 
the Kingdom of God, there is now and will be 
an increased and measurable disruption in the 
biblical concepts of doctrine. After years in a Nazi 
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prison, Dietrich Bonheoffer asked for religion-
less Christianity. He also stated that the world he 
knew was now coming of age. He could see that 
we were entering a sphere of global inclusion that 
would minimize and perhaps trivialize many of 
the immature doctrines to which we cling. For 
example, some believe that if you do not belong 
to this group, you cannot possibly be saved! In an 
attempt to keep the Kingdom clean some churches 
will not allow visitors to take communion. The 
Kingdom of God asks for and expects us to walk 
in Agape rather than posturing ourselves in narrow 
doctrinal and denominational distinctive. “You 
search the Scriptures… and yet you will not come 
to Me” (John 5:39-40). We are to walk in Agape 
and be living epistles that people can read rather 
than walk in doctrine. Doctrines shift and change, 
but the Kingdom cannot be shaken and the basics 
of our faith have never altered.  Tennyson stated 
the disruption in doctrine well:

Our little systems have their day;
They have their day and cease to be,
They are broken lights,
And Thou, Oh Lord, are more than they. 

The Kingdom expects inclusivity, not doctrinal 
exclusivity.  
 7. Change in unfolding eschatology. The word 
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eschaton means the very end. Biblically, Jesus 
is the Eschaton; everything and everyone is 
consummated in Him. While still in seminary I 
pulled this big book on eschatology off the shelf 
and the first sentence that I read said something 
like no one has ever yet been able to accurately 
predict future events. I put the book back on the 
shelf. 
 The change in eschatology is centered in the 
One New Man (Eph. 2:15). There have been 
five transitional men in our redemptive history: 
Adam, Abraham, Moses, Christ, and One New 
Man. This One New Man is the corporate person, 
“Christ in you (plural), the hope of glory” (Col. 
1:27).  God is pinning all of the future on this One 
New Man: Christ and His Body. At this moment 
there are 1.5 billion+ Jews and Gentiles which 
make up that One New Man. Alister McGrath 
in Christianity’s Dangerous Idea (2006) says 
that there are somewhere between 500,000,000 
and 600,000,000 believers in the world who 
are baptized in the Holy Spirit. Suppose Father 
has spent all these years preparing stones in the 
field getting them ready to build His building.  
Whatever your eschatology, don’t fail to include 
and calculate the involvement of this One New 
Man. 

Jesus Pleased the Father
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I saw the Lord always in My presence; for 
He is at My right hand, so that I will not 
be shaken. Therefore my heart was glad 
and My tongue exulted; moreover My flesh 
also will live in hope; because You will not 
abandon My soul to Hades, nor allow Your 
holy one to undergo decay. You have made 
known to Me the ways of life; You will make 
Me full of gladness with Your presence (Acts 
2:25-28).

 
 I want to give you seven things from Acts 2:25-
28 that Jesus used to please the Father. You may 
discover in this section the freedom and ability to 
walk in this sequence until you are 85 and white 
haired! Take a few minutes and read the entire 
chapter noticing the words “My” or ‘“Me.” 
 Vision therapy (vs. 25).  “I saw the Lord always 
in my presence; Jesus always saw the Father in 
His presence so He had some sense of vision. He 
conducted and behaved Himself as if He could see 
the Father and the Father could see Him. “Where 
there is no vision [no redemptive revelation of 
God], the people perish; but he who keeps the law 
[of God, which includes that of man]—blessed 
(happy, fortunate, and enviable) is he” (Prov. 
29:18). The first step to getting in trouble is to 
take our eyes off Jesus. Peter was walking on the 
water, took his eyes off the Lord and sank. The 
minute we get distracted and look at the mortgage, 
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or the sickness, or the nagging neighbor, we begin 
a downturn. 
 Spiritual strength (vs. 25). For He is at my 
right hand, so that I will not be shaken.” Most 
of us have walked with the Lord long enough to 
know that there are things in life that really can 
and do shake our bush. To name a few, betrayal, 
death, financial issues, and mega-failure can rock 
our whole foundation. David saw the Lord at 
his right hand and drew spiritual strength from 
Him so that he would never be shaken. When 
Judas betrayed Him, He was unshaken. When 
Peter betrayed Him, He was unshaken. When the 
whole Jewish system turned against Him, He was 
unshaken. The Christian life is not difficult; it is 
impossible. In the final analysis, Jesus puts steel 
up our backbone and makes us stand.  It’s not our 
will power or great prayer life. If we don’t know 
how to draw spiritual strength, we will fall on our 
face but at least we will be pointing in the right 
direction!  
 Worship (vs. 26). “Therefore my heart was 
glad and my tongue exulted.” Worship is a vital 
part of being a Father-Pleaser. The Lord asks for 
a heart of worship. 2 Corinthians 14:2 says, “He 
that prays in an unknown tongue prays to the 
Father.”  Worshipping in other tongues is more 
than important; it is the source of learning to 
please God as a Father. Jesus was a worshiper.
 Hope (vs. 26). “Moreover my flesh also will 
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live in hope.” Hope doesn’t mean, “I hope it 
doesn’t rain tomorrow;” it is something that we 
live for.  The reason people commit suicide is 
because they’ve lost hope.  Hope is a duty or a 
responsibility.  Hope is one of the most powerful 
factors in being a Father-Pleaser.  When we lose 
hope, we are in serious trouble. Like a punching 
bag with sand in the bottom, hope is something 
that keeps popping back up when you punch it.  
Hope is resilient.  Obtain your hope from Jesus as 
Lord and then guard your hope well.  
 Death and resurrection (vs. 27).  “Thou wilt 
not abandon My soul to Hades nor allow thy 
Holy One to undergo decay.” It seems that over 
the past few decades increasingly fewer voices 
preach the cross because we are determined to 
feel good. Consequently, we are experiencing 
cross-less Christianity. Jesus doesn’t use rubber 
nails, but if we don’t embrace death, we can 
never enjoy resurrection. Because the Church has 
refused death, it is running out of fuel. Preaching 
the cross in a legalistic manner is not what I am 
saying. We must learn to be careful when we hear 
the message of the Cross from those who only 
know how to speak death. There are many who 
are ignorant of the joy of the Cross and the end 
result of the release of  His resurrection. Death is 
normal in the Christian life because it is followed 
by resurrection. Water baptism is a pattern of 
death and resurrection.  Father-Pleasers embrace 
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death and resurrection as a way of life. When 
some form of death comes knocking at your door, 
it is the cross. Father is asking you to embrace 
it in order to impart and disclose that necessary 
Kingdom life which comes out of death.  
 Leadership (vs. 26).  “Thou hast made known 
to me, the ways of life.” Leadership comes at 
many levels. If you’re out in the bush and your 
eight-year-old son knows where the jeep is, he’s 
the leader. If you know just one more thing than 
somebody else, you become the leader.  During 
the Jesus movement, we experienced elders as the 
youth who were saved two weeks before the others!  
Jesus was saving them wholesale. They would sit 
around cross-legged, smoking pot, having visions 
and speaking in tongues. This was Jesus worship 
in its primitive form. I never questioned if it was 
pleasing to the Father because we knew what was 
happening.  They may not have been the best 
leaders, but they knew something the rest of the 
youth didn’t know and that’s what made them the 
leaders. Leadership has both joy and responsibility. 
Whether you realize it or not, there are men and 
women in your life, perhaps at work, school, or at 
church who are following you. It is important to be 
Father-Pleasers because they are watching your life 
and hoping that you’re real. They want to believe 
that you know where you’re going.  
 Satisfaction (vs. 28). “You will make me full of 
gladness with Your presence.” Notice that in our 
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first point we start by being in God’s Presence, 
and we end by being in His Presence. Father-
Pleasers are full of joy. We live in a discontented 
society and advertising makes materialism even 
worse. We must acquire a better model, the latest 
edition, the one with bells and whistles. Rather 
than putting our values in spiritual matters, 
society pressures us to value material things. Jesus 
wants to satisfy something deep in us so that we 
will be full of gladness in His presence. Once we 
get our vision clear and see the Lord we will not 
be shaken.  

Prayer
 This prayer is one of my own. I have the 
courage to give it to you for the simple reason 
that I consider myself an ambassador of Christ’s 
Kingdom and have, with great personal cost, 
accepted responsibility of leadership. Because 
of this, the Lord has required me to disclose the 
inner workings of my own journey of becoming 
a Father-Pleaser. Please feel free to change this 
prayer in order to make it your own. Be aware that 
it should not be taken lightly or prayed without 
understanding. Father waits eagerly to answer this 
prayer:

God, Creator of all, I really do know that 
you are a Father. My entire world is in 
disarray. Confusion and complexity seem 
to overwhelm me. Sometimes I think I 
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will drown in uncertainty. Will You allow 
me to become a functioning member of 
Your spiritual family in such a way that I 
can know You really are there for me as a 
Father? No one, it seems, has messed up 
more than me. I have been aware that You 
have been pursuing me since I was a child. 
Thank You for not letting me go my own 
way! You said that if I would receive 
Christ as my Elder Brother, You would 
allow Him to teach me how to know 
and please You. This promise I believe. 
I simply do not have the capacity to be 
religious; however, I do think that I could 
follow Jesus irrespective of where He leads 
me if I was sure You would be there for 
me as a Father. These things I ask You in 
the Name of Jesus, my Elder Brother.


