
Delighting Father
Volume 3

By Eric Mumford

Delighting Father is an addendum to two previous 
Lifechangers volumes entitled, Emigrating to the King-
dom and Royal Priesthood; reviewing these former, lin-
ear themes will greatly enhance your understanding of 
this Plumbline. We are publishing Delighting Father in 
three volumes that you may digest it more easily. 



All Scripture quotations are taken from The New American 
Standard Bible, The Lockman Foundation, 1960, 1962, 
1963, 1968, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977. All rights reserved.

Scripture emphasis added by author; words in brackets are
commentary.

P.O. Box 3709
Cookeville, TN 38502
(800) 521-5676
www.lifechangers.org

All Rights Reserved
ISBN 1-884004-82-2

© 2009 Lifechangers
All Rights Reserved
Printed in the United States of America

Published by:
Plumbline



-3-

Delighting Father
Volume 3

by Eric Mumford

The ancient theologian Augustine introduced 
a creed into the catechism of the early church, 
which has served as an anchor through the ages: 
“The chief end of man is to glorify God and 
enjoy Him forever.” Allow me to humbly suggest 
a distillation of this creed: The chief end of man 
is to delight the Father as His Son does. More 
precisely, it is the Son of God Himself, living in 
you by regeneration, Who delights His Father 
through you. You have inherited the Son’s well-
pleasing Life: both His Father-conscious nature 
and His Father-focused, priestly vocation.   

On the following page is a list of forty 
delightful aspects of the well-pleasing Son, the 
final 13, which we will open in this third volume. 
Discern the difference between dead and fruitful 
works: this is not another list of things for you to 
do (dead works) but rather aspects of the Father-
conscious Life of the Son living in you by faith, 
Who will manifest these things and more through 
you (fruitful works), as you practice yielding to 
His Spirit. You alone cannot please Father; only 
the Son in you can delight Him. That is why the 
Son, and the Spirit by which He lives in you, is so 
central and essential in your everyday life.   
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40 Delightful Ways of Jesus, the “Well-
Pleasing” Son:  

Vol. I 1. A Broken Spirit
 2. Self-sacrifice
 3. A Willing Spirit
 4. Childlikeness
 5. Depend on Father First
 6. Stretched-out-ed-ness
 7. Shameless prayer
 8. Contented in Father
 9. Overflowing With Gratitude
 10. Rich Toward God
Vol.II 11. Creativity
 12. A Hearing Heart

13. Come to Father First, Filthy, 
Confused or in Trouble

 14. Patiently Accept Father’s Timing
15. Discerning Between Precious and 
Worthless

 16. Remember the Highway
 17. Sing a New Song
 18. Fulfill Father’s Purpose and Call 
 19. Joyful Obedience 
 20. Prompt Obedience
 21. Thorough Obedience
 22. Thoughtful Obedience 
 23. Believe Without Seeing
 24. Spontaneity and Risk
 25. Be Strong and Courageous
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 26. Steadfast and Persevering
 27. Abandon to the Holy Spirit
Vol.III 28. A Son of Few Words
 29. Handle Accurately Father’s Word
 30. Boast in the Lord
 31. Father-pleasing Not Man-pleasing
 32. Champion Equality
 33. Servant Leadership

34. Spend Your Freedom to Help 
Enslaved Brothers

 35. Honor Natural Father and Mother
36. Permit the Children to Come     
Unto Me

 37. Practice Compassion
 38. Love Difficult People
 39. Priestly Peace-Making
 40. Worldwide Hospitality 

Peace is a rare thing indeed—a holistic 
wellbeing exclusively connected with delightful 
sonship, a vital relationship to Life. Meditate on 
three related passages from Luke’s account of the 
birth of the well-pleasing Prince of Peace:

Zacharias was filled with the Spirit and 
prophesied, saying, “Because of the tender 
mercy of our God, with which the Sunrise 
from on high will visit us [Immanuel], 
to shine upon those who sit in darkness 
[eros prison cell] and the shadow of death 
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[under Satan, the warden], to guide our 
feet into the way of peace [the Son, your 
Forerunner, will show you the delightful 
ways to emigrate Home to Father]” (Luke 
1:67; 78-79). 

And suddenly there appeared [to the 
shepherds] a multitude of heavenly host 
praising God and saying, “Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace among 
men with whom He is pleased [delightful 
sons]” (Luke 2:13-14).

And Simeon came in the Spirit to the 
temple…and he took Him [the infant Jesus] 
into his arms [embraced the kingdom] and 
blessed God, and said, “Now Lord, You 
are releasing your bondservant to depart 
in peace [in sonship fulfilled through the 
delightful Son]…” (Luke 2:25-29). 

The Son now living in you by faith is called the 
“Sunrise,” the very radiance of Father, who utterly 
overwhelms and swallows all night, fear, and eros 
just as the power of the sun sends the darkness 
of night fleeing. The Son is “shining” upon the 
captives of the false-father Satan enslaved to self-
gratification and “guiding” them into the freedom 
of His own Life. He is showing Father-less orphans 
the way to emigrate Home as sons and daughters 
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who delight Father. To inherit peace, you must 
practice the delightful ways of your Elder Brother 
Jesus. Now, let’s continue…  

28. A Son of Few Words 

Guard your steps as you go to the house of 
God, and draw near to listen rather than 
to offer the sacrifice of fools [multiplying 
words]; for they do not know they are 
doing evil. Do not be hasty in word [lit. 
with your mouth] or impulsive in thought 
to bring up a matter in the presence of 
God. For God is in heaven [He sees and 
knows all] and you are on earth; therefore 
let your words be few (Eccl 5:1-2).  

God spoke to His unbelieving, self-focused 
people Israel: “You have wearied the Lord with 
your words” (Mal 2:17). Jesus taught: “When 
you pray do not use meaningless repetition as 
the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will 
be heard for their many words. So do not be 
like them, for your Father knows what you need 
before you ask Him” (Mt 6:7-8). Multiplying 
words clearly indicates self-consciousness: laboring 
in unbelief to inform, persuade, or coerce God, 
whom you perceive to be aloof and indifferent, to 
do what you want. “When there are many words, 
transgression is unavoidable, but he who restrains 
his lips is wise” (Pro 10:19).
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Listening silence is born of faith, a confidence 
that “Father knows;” it is a great delight when a 
son believes and acts like Father has already long-
anticipated everything. A quieted, listening, 
hearing heart is the fruit of Father-consciousness, 
Father-confidence. In 1733 Jean-Pierre 
DeCaussade provided a “short-list” of seven well-
pleasing behaviors which afford the nearness of 
God. Observe what sits among them:

Where You are to be found in Your true 
form—in the peace of solitude [Father-
focus in the secret sanctuary within], in 
prayer [priesthood], in submission, in 
suffering [self-sacrifice], in succour [mercy] 
given to another, in flight from idle talk, 
in flight from worldly affairs [emigrating] 
(Sacrament of the Present Moment, 
Harper, p. 19).

  
A. Man the Rudder!

Look at the ships also, though they are so 
great and are driven by strong winds, they 
are still directed by a very small rudder 
wherever the inclination of the pilot 
desires [delights in going]….The tongue 
is set among our members as that which 
defiles the entire body, and sets on fire 
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the course of our life [e.g. the power of 
curses, vows, confessions of faith], and is set 
on fire by hell [an ungoverned instrument 
and conduit of satanic manipulation and 
control] (James 3:4-6). 

Whoever pilots your rudder controls your 
life. It delights Father when, in the power of His 
Spirit, you regain control of your tongue, which 
you abdicated to fleshly and demonic influence, 
and make Him your pilot that Father might 
please Himself through what comes out of your 
mouth and determine the “course of your life.” 
If you find yourself off-course, sailing away from 
Father in your affections and decisions, and seem 
powerless to navigate toward Him, it is high-time 
to man the rudder! Jesus taught: 

For the mouth speaks out of which fills 
the heart. The good man brings forth out 
of his good treasure [the Son in him] that 
which is good; and the evil man brings 
forth out of his evil treasure [eros nature] 
what is evil. But I tell you that every 
careless word that people speak, they 
shall give an accounting of it in the day of 
judgment. For by your words you will be 
justified, and by your words you will be 
condemned (Mt 12:33-37).
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“Careless words” indicate a rudder let loose; 
you have lost your Father-conscious “fear of the 
Lord,” which is always careful to please Him. “You 
send your mouth loose in evil” (Ps 50:19). The 
self-fulfilling power of the careless words of your 
mouth, that is, the rudder by which your life is 
set on course, will take you where Father has not 
purposed for you to go and shape you to be what 
He has not intended you to be. The power of 
words in man comes from the image of God in us: 
“Indeed, You have spoken with Your mouth and 
have fulfilled it with Your hand, as it is this day” 
(1Ki 8:15, 24). God spoke all things into being. 
What comes out of your mouth, whether good or 
evil, has a way of being carried out by your hand 
(actions and behavior). Thankfully, this universal 
law also means your consistent confessions of 
faith will powerfully create His Life in you and 
carry you to Him.

Jesus said, “It is not what enters into the 
mouth that defiles the man, but what proceeds out 
of the mouth, this defiles the man” (Mt 15:11). 
Each and every critical comment, slander, boast, 
exaggeration, useless (idle) word, complaint, and 
unclean anecdote is an individual seed sown, the 
sum total of which soon becomes a crop. “And 
there must be no filthiness and silly talk, or coarse 
jesting, which are not fitting [appropriate in well-
pleasing sons], but rather giving of thanks” (Eph 
5:4).  It delights Father when, in self-denial, you 
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intentionally forfeit juicy opportunities to voice 
ungoverned, eros opinions and observations.

Your tongue must be transformed into the 
likeness of the Son’s tongue. Jesus was a high-
powered rifle, not a machine gun; His words were 
masterfully controlled, edited, and aimed by the 
Spirit. They “hit the target” without wreaking 
any unnecessary collateral damage in the process. 
Discretion is a form of meekness. Meekness is 
strength under control: I will not do or take what 
I have the power to do or take because I have 
submitted my strength (capability) to Father. 
Discretion is the tongue under control: I do not 
speak from impulse, merely voicing what I think, 
though I have the power or opportunity to speak, 
because I have yielded my tongue to Father as 
an instrument for His thoughts. Discretion is a 
delightful fruit of brokenness. David was a man 
broken and greatly humbled by his own failures 
and tenderized through bitter losses; he said, “I 
am a man in whose mouth are no arguments [or 
rebukes]” (Ps 38:14).

In the natural, never speak out of self-
conscious impulse directly or indirectly drawing 
attention to yourself. Of spiritual matters Jesus 
said, “Go and tell no one,” and “Do not give what 
is holy to dogs [those with beastly appetites], and 
do not throw your pearls before swine [those who 
cherish what is unclean], or they will trample them 
under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces” 
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(Mt 7:6). When John saw God’s heavenly city, he 
said, “Each one of the gates was a single pearl” 
(Rev 21:21). The pearl merchant traded all he had 
for the one great pearl that he found; that is, he 
exchanged all for entrance to the kingdom (Mt 
13:45). 

Pearls are the secret ways by which you enter 
the kingdom, the intimate means by which Father 
draws you into Himself; be very careful to cherish 
and guard your inheritance of “pearls.” Share them 
at Father’s discretion. Peter was afraid to share his 
“pearls” with Cornelius, a Gentile; however, Peter 
discovered that Cornelius was not a “swine” but “a 
devout man and one who feared God” (Acts 10:2). 
Learn to keep your “steam-room door” shut; that 
is, do not divulge to others all the intimate secrets 
you share with Father, lest the heat of your love 
for Him diminish. Always keep a great deal more 
in the “warehouse” than what you display in your 
store-front window. 

B. Father-conscious Words
“A man has joy in an apt answer, and how 

delightful is a timely word” (Pro15:23). Your 
words are arrows; when the arrow is feathered 
with Agape and weighted with wisdom it will fly 
straight and fulfill Father’s purpose. The delightful 
son cultivates a disciplined sensitivity to the Holy 
Spirit; he waits, listens, and carefully selects 
words, not out of beastly impulse, but to voice 



-13-

Father’s answer. “Like apples of gold in settings 
of silver is a word spoken in right circumstances” 
(Pro 25:11). Father’s words are gracious—they 
enlighten, liberate, restore, and edify hearers. “The 
Lord answered the angel who was speaking to me 
with gracious words, comforting words” (Zech 
1:13). A consecrated, Father-conscious tongue 
was a very significant part of the Son’s delightful 
Life:

For I did not speak on My own initiative 
[lit. from myself; i.e. self-conscious speech], 
but Father Himself who has sent Me has 
given Me commandment as to what to 
say [what to talk about] and what to speak 
[how to talk about it]…therefore, [to delight 
Him] the things I speak [Father’s themes], 
I speak just as the Father has told Me 
[in Father’s way: carefully representing His 
meaning, tone, sentiments and inflections] 
(John 12:49-50). 

No one ever had a silver tongue who did not 
first have a golden ear. A golden ear means the Son 
is listening to Father within you. A son who yields 
both his ear and his tongue to Father becomes a 
conduit of His gracious, delightful words. The 
Son spoke of Himself through Isaiah, “The Lord 
God has given Me the tongue of disciples, that 
I may know how to sustain the weary one with 
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a word. He awakens Me morning by morning, 
He awakens My ear to listen as a disciple [an 
apprentice of Father’s tongue]” (Is 50:4). “And all 
were speaking well of Jesus, and wondering at the 
gracious words which were falling from His lips” 
(Luke 4:22).   

And Jonathan, Saul’s son, arose [sent 
by God with His gracious words] and 
went to David at Horesh [in exile], and 
encouraged him [lit. strengthened his 
hand] in God. Thus Jonathan said to him, 
“Do not be afraid, because the hand of 
Saul my father will not find you, and you 
will be king over Israel and I will be next 
to you; and Saul my father knows that 
also” (1Sam 23:16-18).

Pray: “Let the words of my mouth and the 
meditations of my heart be acceptable [delightful] 
in Your sight, O Lord” (Ps 19:14). Father, I 
know that I speak worthless things; therefore, I 
reclaim my tongue from self-expression and self-
promotion. I yield my rudder to You, Father, to 
pilot my life, to choose the times of my silence 
and speaking, that Your Son may be free to speak 
Your gracious words through me.

For further practice becoming a delightful 
“son of few words,” read Lifechangers two-volume 
Plumbline entitled, My Captain Shouted: “Man the 
Rudder!”
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29. Handle Accurately Father’s Word

Charge them not to wrangle about words, 
which is useless and leads to the ruin of 
the hearers. Be diligent [study] to present 
yourself approved [pleasing] to God 
as a workman who does not need to be 
ashamed, accurately handling [rightly 
dividing] the word of truth. But avoid 
worldly and empty chatter for it will lead 
to further ungodliness, and their talk will 
spread like gangrene (2Tim 2:14-17).

It delights Father when you come to Him 
through His Word, that is, through His Son, the 
living Word revealed by the Holy Spirit through 
the Scriptures. Consider time spent in the Bible 
as a relationship-building activity, an interchange. 
Wake up and do not miss the sovereign life-
circumstances and experiences preordained for 
you, which directly correspond to and reveal what 
you are studying in the written pages together 
with Him. “Walk” through these things with 
Father according to His Word that you may know 
the Son and Father’s delightful ways in Him. 

A. Word: Your Kingdom Family Heritage

After three days, Mary and Joseph found 
Jesus [age 12] in the temple, sitting in the 
midst of the teachers, both listening to 
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them and asking questions…. His mother 
said to him, “Son, why have You treated us 
this way? Behold, Your father and I have 
been anxiously looking for You.” And He 
said to them, “Why is it that you were 
looking for Me? Did you not know that 
I had to be in My Father’s house [lit. in 
the things/affairs of My Father]” (Luke 
2:41-49).

  
Jesus was magnetized to the revelations of 

Father’s kingdom in the Scriptures because that 
was both His origin and future inheritance. “Your 
words were found and I ate them, and Your words 
became for me a joy and the delight of my heart; 
for I have been called by Your name [adopted], O 
Lord God” (Jer 15:16). Father’s Family of adopted 
children possesses a heritage called “the testimony 
of Jesus,” which we carry. That Word of Testimony 
is both the Person of the Son and the written 
Scriptures that testify of Him. Jesus said to the 
Pharisees, “You search the Scriptures because you 
think that in them you have eternal life; it is these 
that testify about Me [Father’s Living Word]” 
(John 5:39).

God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers 
in the prophets in many portions and in 
many ways, in these last days has spoken 
to us in His Son, whom He appointed 
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heir of all things, through whom also He 
made the world. And He is the radiance of 
His glory and the exact representation of 
His nature [DNA] (Heb 1:1-3).  

The Word of God, both the Person and the 
Scriptures that testify of Him, is a treasure of 
“pearls” that you inherited in your new Family. 
Pearls are the very gates of truth by which you 
enter the kingdom (Rev 21:21). 

When I was about 12 years old, my mother 
and I were waiting for a flight at a major U.S. 
airport. My mom went to the restroom and didn’t 
return for a very long time. My concern turned 
into worry as I began to imagine that someone 
attacked her in that dangerous city. I stood outside 
the ladies room and shouted, “Mom, are you all 
right?” To my relief she answered, “Yes, my necklace 
broke and the pearls bounced all over the whole 
bathroom; I have to find them all.” The testimonies 
of the Scriptures are very much like that for me; 
each individual piece must be carefully cherished 
and stewarded, never lost, because they make 
up a whole treasure. As a steward of the Family 
testimony and Bible teacher, my hourly burden is 
keeping watch over those truths, excavating them, 
arranging them, and never losing them. This is an 
intricate and demanding work.       

The Scriptures are the alphabet and vocabulary 
of the Father; when you allow the Spirit to tutor you 
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in these “building blocks” of His living language, 
the Person of the Word opens to you. The more 
you practice the language of God the more you 
will discern between precious and worthless, truth 
and error. “Great are the works of the Lord; they 
are studied [lit. sought out] by all who delight in 
them” (Ps 111:2). 

One of the major victories of the Reformation 
precipitated by Martin Luther in the early 1500’s 
was placing the Scriptures into the hands of all the 
people. Formerly, only educated Roman Catholic 
priests had first-hand access to the Bible. Under the 
influence of the self-focused church, these priests 
were carefully groomed as loyal sons of that eros 
system; they distorted their interpretation of the 
Word to manipulate the people, who had never 
read it, to reinforce the church’s control and selfish 
advantage. Luther translated the Latin Bible into 
German, the common language of his common 
people. Though it is not easy, all of us, as children 
of God, are called to study the Scriptures. Without 
that “lamp” at the feet of each of your children you 
cannot expect them, or the larger body of Christ 
for that matter, to mature in Christ-likeness. 

It absolutely delights Father when you allow 
the Spirit to bring to your remembrance the 
instruction of Jesus through the Scriptures. 
Studying under His dynamic guidance is a circle 
of intimacy and interchange that will allow you 
to reveal His brilliance and might. Excavating, 
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treasuring, and arranging His words to thematic 
messages, poetry, and songs are delightful co-
laborings with your Elder Brother, through the 
Spirit, which will take you to Father. “I have 
treasured the words of His mouth more than my 
necessary food” (Job 23:12).

B. Word: Your Kingdom Family Mandate 
As a kingdom son or daughter, you are called to 

carry the Family heritage: “the testimony of Jesus.” 
Your vocational inheritance is to be a “keeper” of 
His Word, not just in the sense of believing and 
obeying it, but also imparting the Son of Truth. 
It delights Father when you serve as an active 
witness of your Family heritage to the spiritually 
Father-less and believers who remain ignorant of 
their Family inheritance. “The Preacher sought to 
find delightful words and to write the words of 
truth correctly” (Eccl 12:10). The alphabet and 
vocabulary of the living Word are the tools of your 
Family trade. You are called to practice with those 
tools, hone them, and allow the Spirit to use them 
through you. God spoke of His faithful priests:

My covenant with him was one of life and 
peace, and I gave them [the testimony] to 
him as an object of reverence [cherished 
heritage]; so he revered Me and stood in 
awe of My name. True instruction was in 
his mouth and unrighteousness [eros] was 
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not found on his lips; he walked with Me 
in peace and uprightness [relational “nest 
of rest”], and he turned back many from 
iniquity. For the lips of a priest should 
preserve knowledge, and men should seek 
instruction from his mouth; for he is the 
messenger of the Lord of hosts [spokesman 
for his kingdom Family] (Mal 2:5-7).

Philip, the disciple, was sent by God to a 
court-official of the Queen of Ethiopia: 

He was in charge of all her treasure; and 
he had come to Jerusalem to worship, and 
he was returning and sitting in his chariot, 
and was reading the prophet Isaiah…. 
Philip said, “Do you understand what 
you are reading?” And he said, “Well, how 
could I, unless someone guides me?”…
Then Philip [fulfilling the Family mandate] 
opened his mouth, and beginning from 
this Scripture he preached Jesus to him 
(Acts 8:26-35).  

Inasmuch as many have undertaken to 
compile an account of things accomplished 
among us, just as they were handed down 
to us by those who from the beginning 
were eyewitnesses and servants of the 
word, it seemed fitting for me [Luke] as 
well, having investigated everything 
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carefully from the beginning, to write it 
out for you in consecutive order, most 
excellent Theophilus [lit. lover of God]; 
so that you may know the exact truth 
about the things you have been taught 
(Luke 1:1-4).

A Jew named Apollos…an eloquent man, 
came to Ephesus; and he was mighty in the 
Scriptures. This man had been instructed 
in the way of the Lord; and being fervent 
in spirit, he was speaking and teaching 
accurately the things concerning Jesus, 
being acquainted only with the baptism 
of John; and he began to speak out boldly 
in the synagogue. But when Priscilla and 
Aquila heard him, they took him aside and 
explained to him the way of God more 
accurately…. Apollos greatly helped 
those who had believed through grace, for 
he powerfully refuted the Jews in public, 
demonstrating by the Scriptures that 
Jesus was the Christ (Acts 18:24-28). 

What is needed today is not a new gospel, 
but live [regenerated] men and women 
who can re-state the Gospel of the Son 
of God in terms that appeal to our day, 
that will reach the very heart of our 
problems…rightly dividing the word of 
truth to our own people…to move men 
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to do what they are dead-set against doing, 
viz., giving up the right to themselves…
cutting down to the root, otherwise there 
will be no healing…. Drive it home on 
every line until there is no refuge from the 
terrific application (The Complete Works 
of Oswald Chambers, p7).
  

C. Mismanaging Father’s Word 
Oswald Chambers was a delightful kingdom 

son, zealous and jealous for the Family inheritance 
and mandate to carry “the testimony.” He taught: 
“Be merciful to God’s reputation. It is easy to 
blacken God’s character because God never 
answers back, He never vindicates Himself ” (My 
Utmost, August 10). Discern between eisegesis 
and exegesis. Eisegesis is reading your own eros-
distorted interpretation into a passage of Scripture; 
exegesis is allowing the Holy Spirit to draw the 
meaning out of a passage. Only the Spirit, “who 
searches out all things,” can properly balance the 
diverse aspects of the whole revelation of God: 
“The sum of Your word is truth” (Ps 119:160).

   
But know this first of all, that no prophecy 
of Scripture is a matter of one’s own 
interpretation [eisegesis], for no prophecy 
was ever made by an act of human will, 
but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke 
from God (2Pet 1:20-21). 
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Never use your text as a title for a 
speculation of your own; that is being 
an impertinent exploiter of the word of 
God…. Jesus Christ’s teaching is involved 
in such a manner that only the Holy Spirit 
can extricate its meaning for us [exegesis]. 
“He will guide you into all truth.” The 
Holy Spirit never witnesses to a clever 
interpretation; the exposition the Holy 
Spirit will witness to is always amazingly 
and profoundly simple [childlike]; you 
feel, “That certainly is God’s truth.”…
Discernment of God’s truth and 
development in spiritual character [the 
likeness of the Son (Word) in you] go 
together. In the Sermon on the Mount 
our Lord emphasizes the principle that 
continuous instruction turns hearers into 
disciples (Mt 7:24). Irregular listeners are 
turned into lop-sided fanatics (Chambers, 
Complete Works, p. 20).    

When you are born again, Christ the Word 
living in you becomes a new, internal standard 
of reason and reality that agrees with Himself as 
revealed in His Scriptures. Chambers wrote, “We 
so continually run down the revelations of the 
New Testament to the level of our own experience. 
That is wrong. We must let God lift up our 
experience to the standard of His Word” (Bringing 
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Sons Unto Glory, p. 67). One of the reasons we 
impose our paradigms on the Scriptures is because 
the doctrine and truth we have been taught is 
inadequate: therefore, teachers “fill in the gaps” 
with self-generated ideas and limit, twist, and 
corrupt the message. Jesus said to the Pharisees, 
“Neglecting the commandment of God [Agape], 
you hold to the tradition of men” (Mk 7:8). 

As a zealous son or daughter, jealous for the 
whole, pure “testimony of Jesus,” you must be 
very careful not to delete, add to, or distort the 
Word. Cleaving to the Spirit of the Son in you, 
impart “the testimony of Jesus” to others in the 
nature/DNA of the Son who is the message. The 
Apostle Peter spoke of the inspired revelation of 
his kingdom co-worker Paul: 

Our beloved brother Paul, according to 
the wisdom given him, wrote to you, 
as also in all his letters…in which some 
things are hard to understand, which the 
untaught and unstable distort, as they 
do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their 
own destruction (2Pet 3:15-16). 

It is the remnants of the eros nature of our 
old false-father “Leviathan, the twisted serpent” 
(Is 27:1) still at work in us which twist Father’s 
Word either intentionally or through careless 
presumption. God spoke to the spiritual leaders 
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of His people, “How can you say, ‘We are wise, 
and the law of the Lord is with us?’ But behold, 
the lying pen of the scribes has made it into a lie” 
(Jer 8:8). 

Thus will each of you say to his neighbor 
and to his brother, “What has the Lord 
answered?” or “What has the Lord 
spoken?” For you will no longer remember 
the oracle of the Lord, because every 
man’s own word will become the oracle, 
and you have perverted the words of the 
living God (Jer 23:35-36). 

In order to faithfully carry the Family 
“testimony,” it is necessary to keep “trading your 
pearls.” Pearls are kingdom truths, which your 
limited intellect and eros nature only permit you 
to see in part, dimly, inadequately. The Spirit 
seeks to expand in you the knowledge of the 
Father, Son, and Their kingdom by asking you to 
humbly “trade” all your pearls for a greater one. 
The new pearl He seeks to give you contains all 
the elements of truth, which the old pearl had (if 
there were any), but in much greater measure and 
untwisted. 

Many of us become stubbornly and arrogantly 
“lodged” in our eros-infected doctrine; in suspicion, 
we do not trust the Spirit to show us more and 
are unwilling to “trade.” All true emigrants to 
the kingdom are eager “pearl-traders.” After 
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my father, Bob Mumford, opens the Agape-Eros 
Paradigm, which is an exegetical master-key to the 
glory of the Father revealed in the Son, he asks 
the students if they want back their old system of 
doctrine, which they brought with them to the 
teaching session. Unanimously they say, “No way! 
I joyfully trade all I knew before for this pearl!” 
The Spirit continues to open the Agape paradigm 
wider to us as we “trade” with Him! Out of this 
ever-widening, fresh river of the knowledge of 
God, you faithfully impart the ancient Family 
“testimony” to others.   

Pray: Father, I dedicate myself to study Your 
Son, the living Word, as the Spirit tutors me in 
Your Scriptures. As your son/daughter, I humbly 
and joyfully carry our Family testimony with 
as much accuracy and excellence as Your grace 
enables me.  

30. Boast in the Lord

Paul wrote: “Therefore in Christ Jesus, I 
have found reason for boasting in things 
pertaining to God [the Son boasting in His 
Father through me]. For I will not presume 
to speak of anything [self-referential] except 
what Christ has accomplished through me 
[Son-referential] resulting in the obedience 
of the Gentiles by word and deed, in the 
power of signs and wonders, in the power 
of the Spirit” (Ro 15:17).
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There is no more delightful, compelling form 
of evangelism than a true, zealous, regenerated 
son bragging on his Father, openly magnifying 
Him from the context of the daily testimony 
of His faithful love. Boasting with words, acts 
of compassion, and miraculous signs was the 
mission strategy of the Son, the means by which 
He revealed His Father. There is a fitting pride 
appropriate in you, the kingdom son, by which 
you carry and herald your Family’s “testimony:”

Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He 
is good, for His lovingkindness is 
everlasting. Let the redeemed of the 
Lord say so [shamelessly boast in Him], 
whom He has redeemed from the hand of 
the adversary [ransomed from your false-
father, Belial] and gathered [adopted] from 
the lands east, west, north and south [to 
emigrate to Him]….They were hungry and 
thirsty; their soul fainted within them. 
Then they cried out to the Lord in their 
trouble [stretched-out-ed-ly]; He delivered 
them out of their distresses. He led them 
also by a straight way [Agape Road], to go 
to an inhabited city [His kingdom, Home]. 
Let them give thanks to the Lord for His 
lovingkindness, and for His wonders 
to the sons of men [degenerate orphans 
regenerated as sons]! (Ps 107:1-8).   
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In self-consciousness, Zacharias did not 
believe the angel who announced to him that his 
wife Elizabeth would conceive and bear a son in 
their old age. Zacharias voiced his unbelief. The 
angel, therefore, prescribed the discipline of “few 
words” saying, “You shall be silent and unable to 
speak until the days when these things take place, 
because you did not believe my words.” When his 
son was born, mute Zacharias “asked for a tablet 
and wrote as follows, ‘His name is John.’ And at 
once his mouth was opened and his tongue was 
loosed, and he began to speak in praise of God 
[Father-conscious boasting]” (Luke 1:63-64).

A man possessed by a “Legion” of demons 
encountered Jesus. The locals, who repeatedly 
failed to restrain this man wailing among the 
tombs and gashing himself, found him “sitting 
down at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right 
mind.” Overcome with gratitude, the man “was 
begging Jesus that he might accompany Him.” 
Some traveling evangelists would have happily 
added him to their crusade, exploiting his awe-
inspiring testimony; however, Jesus said, “Return 
to your house and describe what great things God 
has done for you.” So the man went “proclaiming 
[boasting] throughout the whole city what great 
things Jesus had done for him” (Luke 8:26-39). 

At age 84, the widow Anna who ministered 
to God day and night met Joseph and Mary in 
the temple with their newborn, Jesus. She “began 
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giving thanks to God, and continued to speak of 
Him [boast of Him] to all who were looking for 
the redemption of Jerusalem” (Luke 2:38). 

It despises Father when you are ashamed of 
Him, His Son, or the gospel of His kingdom 
Family: “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My 
words in this adulterous and sinful generation 
[of self-conscious, self-gratifying orphans], the Son 
of Man will also be ashamed of him when He 
comes in the glory of His Father with the holy 
angels” (Mark 8:38). Jesus added, “Therefore, 
everyone who confesses Me before men, I will 
also confess him before My Father who is in 
heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, I 
will also deny him before My Father who is in 
heaven” (Mt 10:32-33). 

The whole crowd of the disciples began to 
praise God joyfully with a loud voice…
shouting: “Blessed is the King who comes 
in the name of the Lord.” ...Some of 
the Pharisees in the crowd said to Him, 
“Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” But Jesus 
answered, “I tell you, if these become 
silent, the stones will cry out!” (Luke 
19:37-40).

Father’s sons and daughters often pay a dear 
price to carry the testimony of kingdom Reality 
among scornful intellectuals, atheists, agnostics, 
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or those ensnared in counterfeit religions. It can 
be intimidating to describe to independent, self-
sufficient men how the core treasure and strength 
of your life is being Father’s dependent child. But 
of His true children, tested and proven through 
carrying His testimony amidst a beastly generation, 
“God is not ashamed to be called their God; for 
He has prepared a city for them” (Heb 11:16). 
If you are ashamed of His gospel, you probably 
do not really understand the gospel—Father’s big-
family dream, His generous Agape, His kingdom 
of equality, the substance and reality of many 
“utopian” things degenerate man has striven in 
utter futility to attain.   

Thus says the Lord, “Let not a wise man 
boast of his wisdom, and let not the mighty 
man boast of his might, let not a rich man 
boast of his riches; but let him who boasts 
boast of this, that he understands [stands 
under] and knows Me, that I am the Lord 
who exercises lovingkindness [Agape] 
justice [equality] and righteousness on 
earth; for I delight in these things,” 
declares the Lord (Jer 9:23-24).

“The testimony of Jesus” means two things: 
first, it is the content of the Gospel--the reality of 
the Son of God and the work of salvation that He 
accomplished on the Cross to ransom a Family 
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for Father. You carry the testimony about Jesus, 
the Gospel regarding Him. Second, you must 
also understand that “the testimony of Jesus” you 
are called to carry is the Son’s personal testimony, 
the boast of the Son who knows firsthand the 
Reality of His Father, which has been tested and 
proven. This is the testimony of Jesus, His very 
own testimony. 

Ultimately, your salvation is not based on your 
faith; rather, it rests on the Son’s faith in His Father 
now made yours. Your anemic faith is not enough; 
it is your faith in the Son’s faith (our Mediator) that 
is able to keep you until that final day. Carrying 
the personal “testimony of Jesus” means the Son’s 
boast in His Father lives in you and is voiced and 
expressed through you by word and deed. Self-
referential boasting dishonors Father, but the Son’s 
boast through you greatly delights Him.     

You [who carry the testimony of Jesus] are 
the light of the world…. Nor does anyone 
light a lamp [awaken to Father’s glory] and 
put it under a basket, but on the lampstand 
[boasting], and it gives light to all who are 
in the house. Let your light [the Son’s boast 
in Father in you] shine before men in such 
a way that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father who is in heaven 
(Mt 5:14-16). 
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Practice shining the light of the Son’s testimony 
this way: open your eyes to see the lost and Father-
less person; do not clinically recite the 4 spiritual 
laws; rather, let the Son’s testimony, now made 
yours, spontaneously touch that person. Speak 
Godward and manward at the same time: in 
gratitude, recount Father’s faithful and miraculous 
works in the presence of that person. I often tell 
about Father’s tested, proven redemptive love to 
our family, and though I am speaking to the lost 
person, I am really addressing it to Father.  

Very often, the person perceives something real 
both about the words I am saying and the sonship 
from which I speak. They discern that I am not 
“selling” or “recruiting” because the movement of 
my conversation is essentially Godward, genuine. 
They sense they are being given to, added to, not 
taken from or captured. They are being drawn, 
unwittingly, into the heat of the intimacy of my 
circle of communion with Father and all the light 
and peace and Agape that relationship affords. 
As a confident son, I boast of Father, and even 
though the Father-less person is blind and unable 
to see the kingdom, he feels the heat of Agape on 
his face, in his spirit, and begins to ask me “to give 
an account for the hope” that is within me (1Peter 
3:15).

Make known His deeds among the 
peoples…. Speak of all His wonders. Glory 
[lit. boast] in His holy name…. Proclaim 
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good tidings of His salvation from day to 
day. Tell of His glory among the nations, 
His wonderful deeds among the peoples. 
For great is the Lord and greatly to be 
praised…. Ascribe to the Lord glory and 
strength. Ascribe to the Lord the glory 
due His name…. And let them say among 
the nations, “The Lord reigns”…to give 
thanks to Your holy name and glory [lit. 
boast] in Your praise (1Chron 16:8-35).

  
Pray: Father, there is no one like You, awesome 

in lovingkindness. You are worthy to be known 
and loved. Forgive me for being ashamed of You. 
Tested, proven Son of God, I believe in Your 
testimony of the Father, and I carry it shamelessly. 
Shine through me!    

31. Father-pleasing Not Man-pleasing

Paul wrote: “For am I now seeking the favor 
of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please 
men? If I were still trying to please men, I would 
not be a bond-servant of Christ” (Gal 1:10). 

A. Father-consciousness
Oswald Chambers reflects on Paul’s example: 

“Paul is like a musician who does not need the 
approval of the audience if he can catch the look 
of approval from his Master” (My Utmost For His 
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Highest, March 17). We call this bond-service 
“living in an audience of One.” 

Even from childhood Christ Jesus had 
another consciousness…. At the age of 
twelve, not finding Him in their company, 
His earthly parents sought Him, and found 
Him in the temple, and claimed Him as 
son: “Son, why have you treated us this 
way? Behold, Your father and I have been 
anxiously looking for You.” To this He 
replied, “Why is it that you were looking 
for Me? Did you not know that I had to be 
in My Father’s house?” (Lu 2:48-49). It is 
a reproof, but at the same time a disclosure 
of another consciousness: “My Father’s 
house.” That is not Joseph’s house. Here is 
the setting of one Father over against the 
other…one above the other. It is a heavenly 
consciousness, an eternal consciousness, a 
mark that He is “other,” as begotten by 
the Holy Ghost. When begotten of the 
Holy Ghost, we come at once back into 
our eternal relationship with God in the 
Son, a new consciousness springs up 
within us, a consciousness that was not 
there before. This “new man” which has 
been put on, has a new consciousness as to 
heavenly relationships (T. Austin Sparks, 
The Stewardship of the Mystery, p. 95).
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There can be only one dominant master of 
your consciousness. If your behavior and decisions 
are based upon what others will think, Father-
consciousness will be marginalized, and vice versa. 
O, how easily a misplaced allegiance to self, your 
spouse, family, peers, nation, denomination, sect, 
corporation, etc., monopolizes you and eclipses the 
reverence and allegiance you owe to Father!  

When they had brought them [apostles], 
they stood before the Council [religious 
authority]. The high priest questioned 
them, saying, “We gave you strict orders 
not to continue teaching in this name, and 
yet, you have filled Jerusalem with your 
teaching and intend to bring this man’s 
blood upon us.” But Peter and the apostles 
answered, “We must obey God rather 
than men. The God of our fathers raised 
up Jesus, whom you had put to death by 
hanging Him on a cross. He is the one 
whom God exalted to His right hand as a 
Prince and Savior [Father’s allegiance is to 
His Son], to grant repentance to Israel, and 
forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses 
of these things; and so is the Holy Spirit, 
whom God has given to those who obey 
Him [our allegiance is with the Son to the 
Father] (Acts 5:28-32). 
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B. Misplaced Allegiance

One of the women in the crowd said to 
Jesus, “Blessed is the womb that bore 
You and the breasts at which You nursed 
[roots of Mariology].” But He said, “On 
the contrary, blessed [as kingdom sons] 
are those who hear the word of God and 
observe it” (Luke 11:27-18). 

Natural family is among the most powerful 
allegiances, which compete with Father for your 
obedient affection:

Jesus answered…“Who is My mother and 
who are My brothers?” And stretching out 
His hand toward His disciples, He said, 
“Behold My mother and My brothers! For 
whoever does the will of My Father…he 
is My brother and sister and mother” (Mt 
12:46-50). 

 
The Lord tested King Saul by commanding 

him to utterly destroy all the spoil of a conquered 
people. Saul spared the choicest things and 
“was only willing to destroy everything despised 
and worthless;” therefore, the prophet Samuel 
confronted him. In eros calculation and “be right,” 
Saul blame-shifted: “I did obey…but the people 
took some of the spoil,” but Samuel wouldn’t 
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let him talk his way out of it. Saul said, “I have 
sinned; I have indeed transgressed the command 
of the Lord and your words, because I feared the 
people and listened to their voice.” 

However, Saul was so immersed in eros self-
promotion and self-preservation he used insincere 
repentance as a means of getting Samuel to walk 
with him before the people that he might appear 
he was in God’s favor [look good]. Saul said to 
Samuel, “Please honor me now [eros] before the 
elders of my people and before Israel, and go back 
with me” (1Sam 15:24-30). 

Desire for the approbation of human 
authorities, peers, and even subordinates is a 
powerful force that can so easily blow you off 
course. Jesus warned, “Woe to you when all men 
speak well of you” (Luke 6:26). Succumbing to the 
pressure of man in order to preserve or promote 
their good opinion of you is misplaced allegiance. 
While Moses “delayed” on the mountain with God, 
his brother Aaron yielded to the idolatrous desire 
of the people and spearheaded the construction 
of a golden calf. “The people assembled about 
Aaron and said to him, ‘Come, make us a god 
who will go before us; as for this Moses, that man 
who brought us up from the land of Egypt, we do 
not know what has become of him’” (Ex 32:1). In 
self-preservation, Aaron answered Moses’ rebuke, 
“You know the people yourself, that they are prone 
to evil [blame-shifting]…. I threw the gold into 
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this fire and out came this calf ” (Ex 32:22-24).
In your unbroken eros nature, the desire to 

distinguish your self is unquenchable. Through 
the cross, the Father-conscious Son must prevail 
in you. The pride and compulsion for self to be 
known and esteemed are exchanged for Father 
being known. The evidence of this exchange is that 
when you open your mouth out comes boasting 
about Him and not yourself. Do not attempt to 
distinguish yourself, let the Father distinguish 
Himself in you, which in turn, will allow Him to 
distinguish you as His son, a tested and proven 
steward of His glory and authority. “It is not he 
who commends himself that is approved, but he 
whom the Lord commends” (2Cor 10:18). 

God will refine and test the Father-conscious 
nature of His Son in you by commanding you 
to publicly confess lies and exaggerations or sins 
and mistakes, forfeiting the good-opinion of man 
out of reverence for Him, the fear of God. Your 
Father, “whose name is Jealous,” will appoint 
circumstances that force you to choose.

Joshua was content to be hidden in Father-
focus, serving Moses and remaining quiet and 
alone in God’s presence after Moses had finished 
speaking with Him (Ex 33:11). God delighted in 
Joshua and appointed him as Moses’ successor. 
“Now the Lord said to Joshua, ‘From this day I 
will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, 
that they may know that just as I was with Moses, 



-39-

I will be with you’” (Joshua 3:7). Jesus perfected 
Father-consciousness saying: Father, glorify Me 
that I may glorify You (John 17:5). Content in 
the knowledge that God sees them and is able to 
reward them, Father-conscious sons forfeit the 
praises of man and embrace hiddenness; “I am a 
nobody” (2Cor 12:11).

God chooses to hide the people who know 
Him well. He hides them under the cover 
of an ordinary life. They are His prized ones 
and are known to Him alone. God flows 
through these individuals because they 
have come to know their Lord within. The 
treasure is not revealed until the treasure is 
needed (Guyon, Experiencing the Depths 
of Jesus Christ, p. 73).

And the child [John the Baptist] continued 
to grow and to become strong in spirit, 
and he lived in the desert [hiddenness] 
until the day of his public appearance to 
Israel (Luke 1:80).

Large crowds were gathering to hear 
Jesus and to be healed of their sicknesses 
[manward priesthood]. But Jesus Himself 
would often slip away to the wilderness 
[lit. deserted places] and pray [practice 
Godward priesthood] (Luke 5:15-16).
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After God delivered His people through 
Gideon, the people pressed him to become their 
first king. “But Gideon said to them, ‘I will not 
rule over you, nor shall my son rule over you; 
the Lord shall rule over you’” (Judg 8:23). While 
serving as a Judge of Israel, Gideon had 70 sons 
plus one named Abimelech through a concubine. 
After Gideon’s death, Abimelech murdered all 
of his sons “on one stone,” except the youngest 
who fled. Abimelech became Israel’s first, self-
appointed king. Gideon’s youngest later returned 
and shouted to his half brother from a mountain 
peak:

Once the trees went forth to anoint a 
king over them, and they said to the olive 
tree, “Reign over us!” But the olive tree 
[a fruitful, Father-conscious man] said to 
them, “Shall I leave my fatness with which 
God and men are honored [sub-mission], 
and go and wave over the trees? [man-
pleasing]” Then the trees said to the fig 
tree, “You come, reign over us!” But the 
fig tree said, “Shall I leave my sweetness 
and my good fruit [delightful nature], and 
go to wave over the trees? [man-pleasing]” 
Then the trees said to the vine, “You come, 
reign over us!” But the vine said to them, 
“Shall I leave my new wine, which cheers 
God and men [Father-conscious calling], 
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and go wave over the trees? [man-conscious 
futility]” Finally all the trees said to the 
bramble [worthless man], “You come, 
reign over us!” The bramble said to the 
trees, “If in truth you are anointing me as 
king over you, come and take refuge in 
my shade; but if not, may fire come out 
from the bramble [predatory nature] and 
consume the trees” (Jud 9:8-15).

King Saul’s first-born son was hard-pressed 
both by his father and social expectation to 
become king, but Jonathan knew God had chosen 
his beloved friend David to rule. In Father-
consciousness, Jonathan paid a dear price to stand 
against the allegiances of man, forfeit his birth-
right, and give his undivided allegiance to God’s 
anointed man. Jonathan willingly disappointed 
father in order to delight Father; he is the real 
hero in the story of David, “the wind beneath his 
wings” so to speak. 

Then Saul’s anger burned against Jonathan 
and he said to him, “You son of a perverse, 
rebellious woman! Do I not know that 
you are choosing the son of Jesse to your 
own shame and to the shame of your 
mother’s nakedness? For as long as the 
son of Jesse lives on the earth, neither 
you nor your kingdom will be established 
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[self-preservation]” (1Sam 20:30-31)…. 
Jonathan said to David, “you will be king 
over Israel and I will be next to you; and 
Saul my father knows that also” (1Sam 
23:17).     

C. Fear of Man’s Retaliation 
The fear of man is generally understood 

as seeking man’s approval, acquiescing and 
conforming out of a fear of being alone, and 
“missing out” on what everyone is doing, but it 
also involves the fear of injury, death, or reprisals 
from man both physical and to your reputation. 
Jesus said, “My friends, do not be afraid of those 
who kill the body and after that they have nothing 
more they can do [the “first death” is insignificant 
to the resurrected Son]. But I will warn you whom 
to fear: fear the One who, after He has killed, 
has authority to cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear 
Him!” (Luke 12:4-5).

[Though the Pharisees sought to kill Jesus] 
Nevertheless many of the rulers believed 
in Him, but because of the Pharisees they 
were not confessing Him [unwilling 
to emigrate to Him], for fear that they 
would be put out of the synagogue 
[excommunication: lose “I am” in its familiar 
culture]; for they loved the approval of 
men rather than the approval of God 
[misplaced allegiance] (John 12:42-43).
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The Lord allowed David to experience 
debilitating fear that he might learn to master 
it and function by faith: “In God I have put my 
trust, I shall not be afraid; what can man do to 
me?” (Ps 56:11). “The Lord is for me; I will not 
fear; what can man do to me? ...It is better to take 
refuge in the Lord [Agape Giver] than to trust in 
man [eros taker]. It is better to take refuge in the 
Lord than to trust in princes [unrestrained takers]” 
(Ps 118:6, 8).

Though the Lord consistently and miraculously 
delivered David through numerous scrapes with 
death during his years fleeing from King Saul, he 
finally buckled under the strain and succumbed to 
the fear of man:

Then David said to himself [self-counsel], 
“Now I will perish one day by the hand of 
Saul [self-consciousness]. There is nothing 
better for me than to escape into the land 
of the Philistines. Saul then will despair 
of searching for me anymore in all the 
territory of Israel, and I will escape his 
hand [self-preservation]” (1Sam 27:1-2).   

David was right; Saul “no longer searched for 
him.” However, David found himself living in the 
land of his enemy, using deception to ingratiate 
himself to his hosts, the Lord’s enemies. Over the 
course of 16 months living among the Philistines, 
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the shepherd David himself became a lost sheep. 
The Philistines went out to war against Israel, 
“the Philistines were proceeding on by hundreds 
and by thousands, and David and his men were 
proceeding on in the rear” (1Sam 29:2). 

The fear of Saul displaced the fear of God and 
caused David to join the ranks of God’s enemies 
to fight against his own people, even beloved 
Jonathan, King Saul’s son, with whom David had 
made a covenant! The Philistine king said, “David 
deserted [lit. fell] to me” (29:3). Mercifully, 
the Lord moved the other Philistine kings to 
disqualify David from the battle, yet David, who 
had taken leave of his senses and heritage, argued 
with his Philistine host, “What have I done…that 
I may not go and fight against the enemies of my 
lord the king?” (1Sam 29:8). David and his men 
would have been slaughtering his own people, the 
very nation of which God purposed to make him 
king! 

Who you fear (reverence, honor) determines 
whose side you will find yourself on. “The fear of 
man brings a snare, but he who trusts in the Lord 
will be exalted” (Prov 29:25). Fear is the collar and 
leash Satan uses to control, direct, and use you. 
The corporate “beast 666,” comprised of men in 
unity in the eros nature of their false-father Satan, 
is ruled, controlled, and manipulated by fear to 
do his will. The well-pleasing Son has sounded 
His trumpet calling kingdom sons and daughters 
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to join Him in acting counter-culture, to pay the 
price of allegiance to Father. Your courageous 
Elder Brother says to Satan and his agents, “I do 
not belong with you; there is nothing of Me in 
you and nothing of you in Me.” “Submit [give 
uncompromising allegiance] therefore to God. 
Resist the devil and he will flee from you” (James 
4:7).

Of the “false brethren” ensnared in Judaism 
who sought to bring kingdom sons “into bondage,” 
Paul said, “We did not yield in subjection to 
them even for an hour, so that the truth of the 
gospel would remain with you” (Gal 2:4-5). It 
delights Father when you pay the price to remain 
wholly on His side. 

Pray: Jesus, my courageous Elder Brother, I 
answer Your trumpet call to uncompromising 
allegiance to Father. Let Your Father-conscious 
resolve prevail mightily in me against all the 
pressures, claims, and threat of man and especially 
over all the spheres of my own self-promoting 
nature yet to be broken. Free me from Satan’s 
leash of fear and yoke me together with You in the 
Agape of our jealous Father.    

32. Champion Equality 

Oswald Chambers made this astute 
declaration: “Jesus out-socialists the socialists.” 
He added, “The ecclesiastical [church’s hierarchical] 
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idea of a servant of God is not Jesus Christ’s idea. 
Jesus says that in His kingdom he that is greatest 
shall be the servant of all. The real test of a saint 
is not preaching the gospel but washing disciples’ 
feet” (My Utmost For His Highest, Feb 25).

The secular and religious kingdoms of man 
are inherently predatory, “the survival of the 
fittest” (self-preservation) playing a game of “king 
of the mountain” (self-promotion). Father’s other-
worldly kingdom, however, esteems, cherishes, 
and champions the weak: 

For consider your calling, brethren 
[children of one Father], that there were 
not many wise according to the flesh, not 
many mighty, not many noble; but God 
has chosen the foolish things of the world 
to shame the wise, and God has chosen 
the weak things of the world to shame 
the things which are strong, and the base 
things of the world and the despised 
God has chosen, the things that are not, 
so that He may nullify the things that 
are, so that no man may boast before 
God. But by His doing you are in Christ 
Jesus [the Equalizer], who became to us 
wisdom from God, and righteousness and 
sanctification and redemption, so that, 
just as it is written, “Let him who boasts, 
boast in the Lord” (1Cor 1:26-31). 
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One of the foremost distinguishing features of 
the kingdom of God among all the governments 
and institutions of man is true equality. The 
extravagant manner with which Father has loved, 
adopted, and nurtured orphans through me, 
children who were not only considered worthless 
but a liability by the societies in which they were 
born, has opened to me Father’s transcendent 
economy of values that touches every aspect of 
life. “So the last shall be first and the first last” 
(Mt 20:16). 

Vicka (Vē-kah), formerly a homeless girl who 
lived in cardboard boxes, stowed away on trains, 
and was despised by her Ukrainian culture, is now 
our irreplaceable daughter and respected even 
by unbelievers as an ambassador of the gospel of 
the kingdom, which she shamelessly proclaims. 
Misha, born to a family of abusive thieves and 
despised as such, is now a gentle, trusted son; his 
former Ukrainian community barely recognizes 
him and is powerfully drawn to the Light within 
him. Our children orphaned in refugee camps of 
27,000 plus in northern Uganda were considered 
a liability to the government and to their extended 
families who sought to give them away, yet now 
they are the adorning treasures of Father’s house 
and admired among the elite of their nation 
participating in ballet and soccer. Our youngest, 
Savanna (age 3), was aborted three months 
premature and abandoned, but Father has made 
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her the “brown sugar” of our whole family and the 
envy of all mothers. She is the most kissed human 
being on earth! The last has truly become first! 

It delights Father when you are converted 
from the satanically influenced economy of values 
and prejudices you inherited from degenerate 
man to adopt His economy of equality. This is 
a lifetime process of conversion, which must be 
intentionally yielded to and pursued. It pleases 
Father when you champion His justice amidst a 
predatory generation of opportunists who prey 
upon the weak. 

A. Man-Made Socialism
My wife and I lived in the post-Soviet nation 

of Ukraine for four years and took our adopted 
children to visit the now-vacated palaces of the 
Russian Czar Romanov in Crimea, southern 
Ukraine. Witnessing the opulence of those 
estates, it is not difficult to understand how the 
“red” revolution exploded among the oppressed 
Russian and Ukrainian people, many of whom 
were starving at that time. The Czar was indifferent 
to his people; therefore, “Mother Russia” took 
over under a banner of communism, man-made 
socialism. 

“Mother” promised equality at the cost of 
absolute loyalty, which she brutally enforced, yet 
in time her oppression would make the Czar’s 
rule seem like the good old days. All Soviet banks 
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were centered in her lair, Moscow, and the self-
proclaimed “giver” and equalizer was exposed as 
a consummate taker. In bankruptcy, “Mother” 
literally cleaned out the private bank accounts 
of the people she vowed to provide for and 
abandoned them to abject poverty. The Soviet 
motto was “one man,” a clever satanic counterfeit 
of “one new man” in Jesus Christ (Eph 2:15). In 
communism, an elite few were a great deal more 
“equal” than the rest! On Father’s behalf, my wife 
and I continue to nurture our Ukrainian children 
born during “Mother’s” final days, laboring daily 
to repair the damage she did, ransoming them 
from a heritage of a warlike mentality, violence, 
oppression, breaking and conforming human 
spirits, alcoholism, rampant sexual promiscuity—
slavery. 

The nations…have divided up My land. 
They have also cast lots for My people, 
traded a boy for a harlot and sold a girl 
for wine that they may drink…and sold 
the sons of Judah (Joel 3:3).

 
In the mid-1980’s my wife and I lived in 

Hong Kong, which has since become a province 
of China. Again, Chinese emperors lived a grossly 
opulent lifestyle, exploiting their people for selfish 
gain, wholly indifferent to their suffering. A 
reactionary revolution took place; man, thinking 
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he could fix it, jumped from the pan into the fire. 
We smuggled Bibles into China and experienced 
first-hand what a threat our generous Father is to 
a humanistic, self-serving “Mother.” The Chinese 
people have suffered at her merciless hands. 

Satan has worked his will through every form 
of man-made government including monarchies, 
fascism, capitalism, and communism to enslave 
and destroy people. In Cuba and South America 
communism came on the heels of an extreme 
hierarchical social system of dictators with 
injustice, greed, and an unequal distribution of 
wealth. Running from the devil to the devil, the 
people unwittingly sold their souls into deeper 
bondage to him. There is, however, a marvelous, 
unshakable alternative.

B. Theocratic Equality 
The kingdom of God is a theocracy (God-rule), 

a divine monarchy. God the Father appointed 
His Son to reign on His behalf as Steward-King. 
In this theocratic kingdom, however, there are 
foundational precepts of pure socialism that the 
Son Himself inaugurated, taught, and lived out 
as a Man. This economy of equality is written 
into the image of God within man; even in our 
degenerate condition, we sense this truth. Secular 
philosophy is riddled with utopian versions of 
it such as “King Arthur and the Knights of the 
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Round Table (of equals).” Yet, interpreted through 
our self-referential nature, socialism is doomed to 
grievous failure. In reactionary, self-preserving 
measures, man has repeatedly attempted to 
implement his own version of socialism; centered 
in Father (theocracy), however, equality actually 
works. 

Jesus Christ inaugurated kingdom socialism 
at His own expense: “For you know of the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet 
for your sake He became poor, so that you through 
His poverty might become rich” (2 Cor 8:9). In 
Father’s kingdom, the Son-King was invested with 
absolute authority, yet He did not exploit that 
power but used it to implement the delightful, 
heavenly equality that Father purposed among 
His children. The Son was and is a Revolutionary 
without hypocrisy or hidden agenda; therefore, 
He is the only qualified “Equalizer” who must 
radically align our skewed economy of fairness.

You shall not follow the masses in doing 
evil [mob-rule dynamic; e.g. democracy–will 
a degenerate majority lead us to Father?] nor 
testify in a dispute so as to turn aside after 
a multitude [popularity/political correctness] 
in order to pervert justice, nor shall you 
be partial to [lit. honor] a poor man in 
his dispute (Ex 23:2-3).
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C. The Equalizer
While carrying the Son of God in her womb, 

Mary was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied 
the “Magnificat” unveiling a theocracy (God-rule) 
distinguished by equality:

He has done mighty things with His arm 
[from creation to the coming coronation, 
Father works His will through the “Arm” 
of His Son]; He has scattered those who 
were proud in the thoughts of their heart. 
He has brought down rulers from their 
thrones, and has exalted those who were 
humble. He has filled the hungry with 
good things; and sent away the rich 
empty-handed (Luke 1:51-53).     

Father appointed His Son to be the Equalizer 
to bring the mountains down and the valleys 
up (Is 40:4), abasing the proud and lifting the 
oppressed:

Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold [lit. 
hold fast]; My chosen one in whom My 
soul delights. I have put My Spirit [My 
own DNA, economy of equality] upon Him; 
He will bring forth justice to the nations. 
He will not cry out or raise His voice, nor 
make His voice heard in the street [no 
coercion or propaganda, e.g. communism]. 
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A bruised reed [vulnerable, oppressed 
people] He will not break and a dimly 
burning wick He will not extinguish; He 
will faithfully bring forth justice. He will 
not be disheartened or crushed until He 
has established justice in the earth (Is 
42:1-4). 

And He will delight in the fear of the 
Lord, and He will not judge by what His 
eyes see [partiality], nor make a decision 
by what His ears hear [bias]; but with 
righteousness [Father’s economy of equality] 
He will judge the poor, and decide with 
fairness for the afflicted of the earth (Is 
11:3-4). 

D. The Equalizer in You 
Father first invested His Son with His own 

economy of equality by “putting His Spirit upon 
Him;” now Father is forming the Spirit of His Son 
in you “so that Jesus would be the firstborn among 
many [equal] brothers” (Ro 8:29). Theocratic 
socialism is a three-tiered hierarchy: 1. Father, 
2. Elder Brother, 3. every other adopted son and 
daughter in equality with one another:

I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind 
[no racial discrimination]; and your sons 
and your daughters will prophesy [no 
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gender discrimination], your old men will 
dream dreams, your young men will see 
visions [no age discrimination]. Even on 
the male and female servants [no socio-
economic, class discrimination] I will pour 
out My Spirit in those days (Joel 2:28-
29).

Under the manipulation of the false-father, 
man has bandied between extremes of capitalism 
and socialism wreaking havoc, but the Equalizer 
provides a third choice, a kingdom that integrates 
these in proper balance: “Bear one another’s 
burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ 
(socialism)…. For each one will bear his own load 
(personal responsibility)” (Gal 6:2, 5). The Spirit 
of God engages the complexities of degenerate 
man by masterfully balancing two fixed, yet 
seemingly contradictory laws: first, sowing and 
reaping—every man will be recompensed and 
rewarded according to his own work (Ps 62:12; Rev 
22:12) and second, grace, mercy, forgiveness—
“He has not dealt with us according to our sins, 
nor rewarded us according to our iniquities” (Ps 
103:10). “I will have mercy on whom I will have 
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will 
have compassion” (Ro 9:15). 

Paul observed how the Macedonian church 
was radically re-educated by the Equalizer and 
began bearing His delightful fruit:  
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In a great deal of affliction their abundance 
of joy and their deep poverty overflowed 
in the wealth of their liberality [evidence 
of GENErous DNA]. For I testify that 
according to their ability, and beyond 
their ability, they gave of their own accord 
[volitionally], begging us with much 
urging for the participation in the support 
of the saints [in famine], and this, not 
as we had expected, but they first gave 
themselves to the Lord and to us by the 
will of God [socialism only works under 
theocracy: allegiance to Father and Son, and 
by extension allegiance to Their kingdom 
Family]….

But just as you abound in everything, in 
faith and utterance and knowledge and in 
all earnestness and in the love we inspired 
in you, see that you abound in this gracious 
work also [generosity]. I am not speaking 
this as a command, [kingdom socialism is 
not coercive but the law of equality (DNA) 
abiding in us] but as proving through the 
earnestness of others the sincerity of your 
love also [Agape motivation, to delight 
Father]. For you know of the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, 
yet for your sake He became poor, so that 
you through His poverty might become 
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rich [Son: a Revolutionary Model of a new 
government: theocratic equality]…. 

For this [contribution] is not for the ease 
of others and for your affliction, but by 
way of equality—at this present time 
your abundance being a supply for their 
need, so that their abundance also may 
become a supply for your need [reciprocal 
Agape], that there may be equality; as it is 
written, “He who gathered much did not 
have too much, and he who gathered little 
had no lack” (2Cor 8:1-15).   

The Son’s law of equality written within you 
directly impacts the community around you. 
Allowing the Equalizer to revolutionize the sphere 
of influence entrusted to you is a delight to Father. 
To champion equality is absolutely essential to 
please Him:

I hate, I reject your festivals, nor do I 
delight in [lit. like to smell] your solemn 
assemblies [man, in eros, practicing religion 
outside of the Son]…. Take away from Me 
the noise of your songs [they are not My 
Son’s songs through you]; I will not even 
listen to the sound of your harps [sweet 
Godward ministry]…. But let justice [My 
Son’s code of equality] roll down like waters 
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and righteousness [My Son’s fair judgments] 
like an ever-flowing stream (Amos 5:21-
24).  

E. Gender Equality

When the day of Pentecost had come, they 
[male and female disciples] were all together 
in one place. And suddenly there came 
from heaven a noise like a violent rushing 
wind, and it filled the whole house where 
they were sitting. And there appeared 
to them tongues as of fire distributing 
themselves, and they rested on each one 
of them. And they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit… (Acts 2:1-4). 

Chauvinism and the oppression of women 
is a fruit of man’s eros-infected social economy; 
the “king of the mountain” instinctively exploits 
the weak. In many parts of the world, including 
East Africa where we live, girls in their early-
teens are commonly appraised by their families 
as a commodity and “sold” into marriage for 
cows, goats, and sugar. These daughters, created 
in Father’s image, are frequently abandoned to 
a husband who took them solely for utilitarian 
reasons; they lead a miserable life of slavery, daily 
having to prove they were worth the price paid for 
them. This is not Father’s way. After God restored 
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him, Job “had seven sons and three daughters…
and their father gave them an inheritance 
among their brothers” (Job 42:13-15; see also 
Joshua 17:3-4). 

In western cultures, men also commonly bully 
their wives and daughters verbally, emotionally, 
and physically to fulfill their own selfish will; 
however, in the kingdom they are cherished, 
protected, and honored:

You husbands, in the same way, live with 
your wives in an understanding way, 
as with someone weaker, since she is a 
woman; and show her honor as a fellow 
heir of the grace of life [fellow child of one 
Father], so that your prayers may not be 
hindered [a husband stewards a wife who 
remains the property of a loving, jealous 
Father] (1Pet 3:7).

   
To honor women as Father taught Him, Jesus 

consistently and willingly paid the steep price of 
offending the chauvinistic culture in which He 
lived. The Equalizer expressly valued women of all 
kinds, even Gentile women such as the Samaritan 
with five husbands and the Syro-Phonecian whose 
daughter was possessed by a demon. Jesus called 
all His disciples together to praise the widow who 
placed “all she had to live on” into the temple 
treasury, and He addressed the woman with the 
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issue of blood who touched Him as “Daughter” 
(Luke 8:48). While in agony on the cross, Jesus 
even secured provision for His own widowed 
mother saying to John, “Behold your mother!” 
(John 19:27). 

Mary Magdalene, a prostitute, was the first to 
see Jesus for the Treasure He really was, long before 
any of the male disciples; therefore, He placed 
particular honor on Mary appearing to her first 
after His resurrection. He clearly waited for her 
in that garden before going on with His kingdom 
business. In a manner typical of self-focused men, 
the disciples would not believe Mary’s news that 
Jesus was alive, and He later rebuked them. The 
Equalizer consistently praised the profound, 
steadfast faith of women. 

Feminism is a reactionary measure against 
exploitation, a woman-made socialism invented 
by orphaned daughters who do not know they 
have an adoring Father. Satan has cunningly pitted 
chauvinism and feminism against one another to 
consume many lives, but the Equalizer affords 
dignity and value to all. 

F. Racial Equality 
The little kingdom family called Father’s 

House, which He entrusted to us in Uganda, 
is comprised of black and white, unwanted 
children from many tribes and tongues east 
and west adopted through one Elder Brother to 
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one Father. Several languages are spoken in our 
household, but all hearts belong to One Father. 
Under the Equalizer’s theocracy, we are all truly 
equal. Inter-racial equality through new birth into 
“one new man” affords a familial harmony and an 
unmistakable sign of the kingdom:
  

You [Jesus, the Lamb] were slain and 
purchased for God with Your blood 
mankind from every tribe and tongue 
and people and nation [adopted into 
one Family]. You have made them to be 
a kingdom [fellow-citizens] and priests to 
our God [co-workers]; and they will reign 
on the earth…. I looked, and behold, 
a great multitude which no one could 
count, from every nation and all tribes 
and peoples and tongues, standing 
[equally] before the throne and before 
the Lamb, clothed in white robes… (Rev 
5:9-10; 7:9). 

Father’s promise, “I will pour out My Spirit 
on all flesh,” has unfolded in increasing measures 
over the centuries since the inauguration of His 
Son, the Equalizer. In our age, the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit came in 1906 among a handful 
of African-American Bible students in the state 
of Kansas. Just 100 years ago there was hardly 
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any expression of the charismatic (Spirit-filled 
believers) on the planet, but from those black 
students united in Father-focus it has now reached 
more than 500 million! 

A black pastor drove from that out-pouring 
in Kansas to an inter-racial, predominantly black 
congregation on Azusa Street in Los Angeles. 
Without even knowing it, the man was carrying 
“Something” that would transform the lives 
of every other race on earth. “For there is no 
partiality with God” (Rom 2:11). Through their 
priesthood in the Holy Spirit, those black students 
passed through a quantum portal out of the racist 
age existing in America in 1906, where they were 
assigned to the back of the bus and “colored” 
restrooms, into a transcendent kingdom of total, 
unmitigated equality in Father! They humbly 
accepted the Equalizer’s invitation:   

Put on the new self who is being renewed 
[lit. renovated] to a true knowledge 
according to the image of the One who 
created him—a renewal in which there is 
no distinction between Greek and Jew 
[racial], circumcised and uncircumcised 
[religious], barbarian, Scythian [cultural 
sophistication], slave and freeman [social 
class], but Christ is all, and in all (Col 
3:10-11). 
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In an age of the capricious oppression of 
kings, the founding fathers of the United States 
literally gave up their lives to write and endorse 
the Declaration of Independence out of a God-
given vision of theocratic equality. Below is an 
excerpt: 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created EQUAL, that 
they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable Rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness. That to secure these rights, 
Governments are instituted among men, 
deriving their just powers from the consent 
of the governed.

Though their attempt to establish this equitable 
society was immature and flawed in some ways 
(e.g. the ongoing practice of slavery), it has been 
cherished and revered by millions who flooded its 
safe harbor—“In God we trust.” The hypocrisy 
of slavery in the United States, which claimed 
“all men are created equal” makes evident that 
maturing in the fullness of kingdom equality is a 
progressive re-education. Must we make a similar 
onward journey to be free as our forefathers did? 
Not that long ago divorced people were cruelly 
discriminated against in a large majority of 
churches. To delight Father, you must awaken 
to the snares of ignorant discrimination still 
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concealed within you, passed to you in natural, 
eros heredity, and follow the Equalizer no matter 
where and to whom He leads. 

You shall divide the land by lot for an 
inheritance among yourselves and among 
the aliens [no racial discrimination] who 
stay in your midst, who bring forth sons 
in your midst. And they shall be to you 
as the native-born among the sons of 
Israel; they shall be allotted an inheritance 
with you among the tribes of Israel (Ezek 
47:22-23).

I highly recommend the film entitled 
“Amazing Grace” which recounts the days of 
John Newton, a reformed slave-ship captain of the 
British Empire, who wrote the hymn we continue 
to cherish. Newton’s conversion into the Equalizer 
inspired a unique man of God and Member 
of Parliament named William Wilberforce to 
ceaselessly press for the abolition of the slave trade 
in England. Persevering against a deep-seated 
cultural arche that exploited Africans for selfish 
gain, Wilberforce sacrificed his life and health to 
champion Father’s conviction of equality.   

Racism is a beastly instinct of pride, self-
preservation, and territorialism that escalates 
through reactions and counter-reactions passed to 
each subsequent generation: 
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Jesus was determined to go to Jerusalem…
and went and entered a village of the 
Samaritans [mixed race, half Jew/Gentile; 
considered unclean by Jews]…but they did 
not receive Him, because He was traveling 
toward Jerusalem [racial reaction]. When 
James and John saw this, they said [in 
counter-reaction], “Lord, do You want 
us to command fire to come down from 
heaven and consume them?” But He [the 
Equalizer] turned and rebuked them, and 
said, “You do not know what spirit you 
are of…” (Luke 9:51-56). 

Another film I recommend on the theme 
of racial equality is entitled “Freedom Writers.” 
It is the true story of an English teacher’s 
attempt to reach her Black, Asian, and Hispanic 
students forcibly integrated into one school but 
deadlocked in racial gang wars. Most endeavors 
toward racial equality are man-made socialism, 
external measures such as affirmative-action and 
involuntary integration. The only true and lasting 
solution is an internal move of one’s affections 
from Satan’s counterfeit families (gangs and tribes) 
into a true brotherhood (term used inclusively of 
sisters) joined by one equalizing Elder Brother.
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G. Generation (Age) Equality

And Jesus said to His disciples, “But the one 
who is greatest among you must become 
like the youngest, and the leader like the 
servant. For who is greater, the one who 
reclines at the table or the one who serves? 
Is it not the one who reclines at the table? 
[man’s economy] But I am among you as 
the one who serves” [kingdom economy] 
(Luke 22:26-27).

Paul exhorted his son Timothy, “Let no one 
look down on your youthfulness but rather in 
speech, conduct, love, faith and purity, show 
yourself an example of those who believe” (1Tim 
4:12). In the kingdom economy, maturity is not 
based on age, but dependent, willing obedience. 
How common is it for man, as he ages, to get 
lodged in self-realization and propagate a wisdom 
that has its’ source in himself? For this reason 
God commonly chose young, moldable people to 
carry out His will such as Joseph, Joshua, Caleb, 
Gideon, Ruth, Samuel, David, Solomon, Josiah, 
Daniel, Mary the virgin, and Timothy. Jesus’ 
disciples were not the gray-bearded men depicted 
in religious art but malleable young men who 
worked in their fathers’ fishing businesses. 

David appointed priests to minister to the 
Lord: “Their number who were trained in singing 
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to the Lord, with their relatives, all who were 
skillful, were 288. They cast lots for their duties, 
all alike, the small as well as the great, the teacher 
as well as the pupil” (1Chron 25:7-8). 

“Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive 
the kingdom of God like a child will not enter 
it at all” (Mark 10:15). In the warped, irrational 
economy of man, do not ignore or marginalize the 
power of God in your young people: “I will pour 
out My Spirit on all mankind; and your sons and 
daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream 
dreams, your young men will see visions” (Joel 
2:28-29). 

H. Brotherhood of Equals
“For both Jesus who sanctifies and those who 

are sanctified are all from one Father [theocracy]; 
for which reason He is not ashamed to call us 
brothers” (Heb 2:11).

The nation of Israel was a theocracy, a “dress-
rehearsal” of the spiritual kingdom. Among His 
many stewards, God appointed Joshua saying, 
“You shall divide it for an inheritance, each one 
equally [lit. like his brother] with the other…” 
(Ezek 47:13). Joshua divided the land among the 
tribes (descendants of equal brothers) by “casting 
lots before the Lord” (Joshua 18:8). God decided 
what was equal and Joshua and the people abided 
by His decision.
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Dispense true [not man-made] justice and 
practice kindness and compassion [DNA] 
each to his brother; and do not oppress 
the widow or the orphan, the stranger or 
the poor [weak, vulnerable, easily exploited 
people]; and do not devise evil in your 
hearts against one another (Zech 7:9-10).

“A false balance is an abomination to the Lord, 
but a just weight is His delight” (Pro 11:1). This 
verse speaks of market measurements, but can it be 
interpreted relationally? Father desires a “balance” 
among brothers, an equality of provision among 
His sons. In Uganda I have a precious brother who 
selflessly administrates a vast network of churches 
and whose wife operates schools for the poor. They 
have four daughters and also care for children of 
deceased relatives. Recently, they did not have the 
school fees for their eldest to attend the next year 
in university. Each of Father’s children, whom He 
has entrusted to me, has their needed curriculum 
for the coming year. I allowed Father to give 
the fees through me because I sensed it would 
delight Him “that there may be equality” among 
brothers.  

Paul taught: “Our people must also learn to 
engage in good deeds [intentional and spontaneous 
Agape] to meet pressing needs, so that they will 
not be unfruitful [suppress the manifestation of 
Father’s DNA and equality]” (Titus 3:14).
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I. Equality of Gifts, Talents and Positions

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the 
same Spirit. And there are varieties of 
ministries, and the same Lord. There are 
varieties of effects, but the same God who 
works all things in all persons. But to 
each one is given the manifestation of 
the Spirit for the common good…. The 
members of the body [one new man] which 
seem to be weaker are necessary; and those 
members of the body which we deem less 
honorable, on these we bestow [lit. clothe 
with] more abundant honor…. But God 
has so composed the body, giving more 
abundant honor to that member which 
lacked, so that there may be no division 
[envy and beastly seizing] in the body, but 
that the members may have the same care 
for one another (1Cor 12). 

In addition to equitable land, Joshua 
commanded, “Divide the spoil of your enemies 
with your brothers” (Joshua 22:8). Some go to 
war, but all reap the rewards. David, who discerned 
God’s delight in equality, made this rule: “For as 
his share is who goes down to the battle, so shall 
his share be who stays by the baggage; they shall 
share alike” (1Sam 30:24). 
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And the Spirit rested on them [Eldad 
and Medad]…and they prophesied in 
the camp. So a young man ran and told 
Moses…. Then Joshua, the attendant of 
Moses from his youth, said, “Moses, my 
lord, restrain them.” But Moses said to 
him, “Are you jealous for My sake? Would 
that all the Lord’s people were prophets, 
that the Lord would put His Spirit upon 
them!” (Num 11:26-29).

In the theocratic kingdom there are steward-
leaders who are to be respected and obeyed but no 
hierarchy among men, differences in function but 
sameness in value. Envy is essentially unbelief in 
Father’s bountiful equitability, doubting that He 
has a custom-fit, satisfying inheritance prepared 
for you. The degenerate, orphan-minded man 
does not trust Father and cannot receive; therefore, 
he is overcome by envy, coveting and seizing 
the positions and possessions of another. True 
shepherds are consumed with the Son’s desire that 
Father’s children would excel them. Jesus said, 
“Greater works than these will you do” (John 
14:12).

My brothers, do not hold your faith in 
our glorious [Agape-perfected] Lord Jesus 
Christ with an attitude of personal 
favoritism. For if a man comes into your 
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assembly with a gold ring and dressed in 
fine clothes, and there also comes in a poor 
man in dirty clothes, and you pay special 
attention to the one who is wearing the 
fine clothes, and say, “You sit here in a 
good place,” and you say to the poor man, 
“You stand over there, or sit down by my 
footstool,” have you not made distinctions 
among yourselves, and become judges 
with evil [eros] motives? Listen…did not 
God choose [delight in] the poor of this 
world to be rich in faith and heirs of the 
kingdom which He promised to those 
who love Him? But you have dishonored 
the poor man [and displeased his Maker 
and Father] (James 2:1-6).

J. Economic Equality

For the Scripture says, “You shall not 
muzzle the ox while he is threshing,” and 
“The laborer is worthy of his wages.”…
Maintain these principles [Equalizer’s 
code] without bias, doing nothing in a 
spirit of partiality (1Tim 5:18-21).

Now there was a rich man, and he habitually 
dressed in purple and fine linen, joyously 
living in splendor every day. And a poor 
man named Lazarus was laid at his gate 
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[God’s intentional test], covered with sores, 
and longing to be fed with the crumbs 
which were falling from the rich man’s 
table….Now the poor man died and was 
carried away by the angels to Abraham’s 
bosom; and the rich man also died and 
was buried [death: the great equalizer]. 
In Hades the rich man lifted up his eyes, 
being in torment, and saw Abraham far 
away and Lazarus in his bosom. And he 
cried out and said, “Father Abraham, have 
mercy on me, and send Lazarus so that he 
may dip the tip of his finger in water and 
cool off my tongue, for I am in agony in 
this flame [“let the poor man serve me” = 
elitism = eros unchanged].” But Abraham 
said, “Child, remember that during your 
life you received your good things, and 
likewise Lazarus bad things; but now he 
is being comforted here, and you are in 
agony….Between us and you there is a 
great chasm fixed…” (Luke 16:19-31). 

And the congregation of those who 
believed were of one heart and soul; and 
not one of them claimed that anything 
belonging to him was his own [self-
referential individualism] but all things 
were common property to them [one new 
man]. And with great power the apostles 
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were giving testimony to the resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace 
[Equalizer’s Life] was upon them all. For 
there was not a needy person among 
them, for all who were owners of land 
or houses would sell them and bring 
the proceeds of the sales and lay them 
at the apostles’ feet, and they would be 
distributed to each as any had need 
(Acts 4:32-35). 

God spoke through Micah: “Is there yet a man 
in the wicked house [of beasts], along with treasures 
of wickedness and a short [lit. shrunken] measure 
that is cursed [that God hates]? Can I justify 
wicked scales and a bag of deceptive weights?” 
(Micah 6:10). As a young pastor, the elders of my 
church compensated my wife and me so sparingly 
that we required government aid to feed our 
daughters. When the Lord called me away from 
that church after seven years, I recommended a 
new pastor whom they elected to pay more than 
double what we had received. 

Those circumstances were a sovereign gift to 
us: teaching us to trust Father’s provision, learning 
ultimately that we do not work for man but for 
Him, and to practicing walking in forgiveness. 
Shortly thereafter, a freak tornado touched down 
in the area, and without harming the facility itself 
or any of the cars in the parking lot, the twister 
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literally sucked the church sign post up out of the 
ground and cast it a mile from the church in the 
woods! Those in the church who had “eyes to see” 
knew it was a “sign.” Because the church had a 
foundation of inequality it could not stand and 
began disintegrating.  

Therefore because you impose heavy rent 
on the poor and exact a tribute of grain 
from them, though you have built houses 
of well-hewn stone, yet you will not live 
in them…. Hate evil [eros inequality], love 
good [Agape equality] and establish justice 
in the gate! ...I hate, I reject your festivals, 
nor do I delight in your solemn assemblies. 
Even though you offer up to Me burnt 
offerings and your grain offerings, I will 
not accept them…. Take away from Me 
the noise of your songs…. But let [My 
Son’s] justice roll down like waters and 
righteousness like an ever-flowing stream 
(Amos 5:11-24).

True redemptive socialism must flow down 
from heaven, from a King who was impoverished 
to secure our inheritance, who made Himself 
our servant to wash away our pride and envy. 
Kingdom socialism is valid because the King 
Himself lives it. Theocratic socialism is actually 
familial stewardship: we are not owners; we 
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ourselves are owned. We share equally with one 
another what Father owns and has entrusted to 
us, just as children share what their parents legally 
own. 

K. The Equalizer’s Foreign, Offensive 
Economy

Man-made equality is what we as children used 
to call “even-steven.” In a poorly-masked ploy 
to secure personal advantage we would exclaim, 
“Fair’s fair!” But is our “fair” really fair? “Even-
steven” is a forced fairness born of eros calculation 
that does not give Father room simply to give or 
not give as He chooses. Trusting in the integrity 
of His equality, we must set our generous Father 
absolutely free to do what appears, at present, to 
be grossly unfair. Accepting His seemingly unjust 
decision by faith is an unspeakable delight to 
Father. If we trust, in time we all discover “Him 
who is able to do exceedingly abundantly beyond 
what we could ask or think” (Eph 3:20).    

Someone in the crowd said to Him, 
“Teacher, tell my brother to divide 
the family inheritance with me [even-
steven].” But Jesus said to him, “Man who 
appointed Me a judge or arbiter over you?” 
[the counterfeit equality you seek I cannot 
give you]. Then He said to them, “Beware, 
and be on your guard against every form 
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of greed [often camouflaged by an equality-
crusade, e.g. communism: “Give us all more” 
= “Give me more”]; for not even when one 
has an abundance does his life consist of 
possessions [a kingdom son is not rich in 
material possessions and positions, but in 
sonship itself, having an equal, eternal share 
of the Family estate]” (Luke 12:13-15). 

Living in Father’s House, we focus on doing 
all things at His prompting because we are ever 
conscious that His sense of equality is radically 
different than ours. Often when we want to 
give He says, “No,” and when it does not seem 
appropriate in our estimation He says, “Give.” 
Some of the most extravagant gifts Father has 
moved me to give were to those who hated and 
persecuted me, whilst He sometimes prevented 
me from helping other beloved friends whom 
I considered worthy. Clearly, eros has severely 
warped my perception of equality, fairness, and 
justice. In blind faith, however, I am exchanging 
my economy for His by grasping nothing and 
“standing under” Him with a hearing heart. Jesus 
illustrated this difference in our equitabilities 
through a parable of a landowner hiring laborers 
over the course of one day; some in the early 
morning, some at mid-day, and others one hour 
before quitting time: 



-76-

When those hired first came [to be paid], 
they thought they would receive more; 
but each of them also received a denarius 
[one day’s wage]. When they received it 
they grumbled at the landowner, saying, 
“These men have worked only one hour 
[from 5pm], and you have made them 
equal to us who have borne the burden 
and the scorching heat of the day.” But 
he answered, “Friend, I am doing you no 
wrong; did you not agree with me for a 
denarius? Take what is yours and go, but 
I wish to give to this last man the same as 
to you. Is it not lawful for me to do what 
I wish with what is my own? Or is your 
eye envious because I am generous?” So 
the last shall be first, and the first last (Mt 
20:1-16). 

The apparent inequalities of God are more 
equal than man’s equalities. “Thus says the Lord 
God, ‘This shall be the boundary by which you 
shall divide the land for an inheritance among 
the twelve tribes of Israel; Joseph shall have two 
portions. You shall divide it for an inheritance, 
each one equally [lit. like his brother] with the 
other…’” (Ezek 47:13-14). Over 450 years later, 
God compensated Joseph for being sold by his 
brothers into slavery in order that he might fulfill 
God’s purpose to save the whole family from 
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famine. Joseph, who wrestled with God’s apparent 
unfairness, chose to trust Him. Knowing the 
“calculating” nature of man, it is certain the other 
tribes of Israel grumbled over this double portion 
considering it was a repayment for something a 
man did over four centuries before. Nevertheless, 
God pays!  

Jesus taught: For it [the theocratic kingdom] 
is just like a man…who called his own 
slaves and entrusted his possessions to 
them [stewardship]. To one he gave five 
talents [15 years wages], to another two, 
and to another one, each according 
to his own ability [Father’s economy of 
equality]…. Immediately the one who 
had received the five talents went away 
and traded with them and gained five 
more talents…. But he who received the 
one talent…dug a hole in the ground and 
hid his master’s money. 

Now after a long time the master of those 
slaves came and settled accounts…. “Well 
done good and faithful slave…enter into 
the joy [delight] of your master.” And the 
one also who had received the one talent 
came up and said, “Master, I knew you 
to be a hard man [inequitable], reaping 
where you did not sow and gathering 
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where you scattered no seed [unjust]. 
And I was afraid, and went and hid your 
talent…. See, you have what is yours.” 

But his master answered, “You wicked, 
lazy slave…. Take away the talent from 
him, and give it to the one who has the 
ten talents.” [Luke’s account of this parable 
adds: “his servants answered, ‘Master, he 
has ten talents already,’” meaning, is that 
fair? (19:25)] For to everyone who has, 
more shall be given, and he will have an 
abundance; but from the one who does 
not have, even what he does have shall 
be taken away (Mt 25:14-29). 

 
Pray: Master, “Your equitable judgments are 

unsearchable;” please do not leave me as I am; 
expose my bastions of prejudice and envy that still 
exalt themselves against Your economy. I lay “even-
steven” at Your feet; I surrender my “calculator.” I 
know You are not a “hard man,” but a generous, 
merciful, and conscientious Father. Let Your Son 
champion Your equality through me.

For further understanding of this aspect of 
the delightful Son, listen to Lifechangers audio 
message entitled, “Out Socializing the Socialist.”     
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33. Servant Leadership 

An argument started [lit. entered in] among 
the disciples as to which of them might 
be the greatest. But Jesus, knowing what 
they were thinking [lit. reasoning] in their 
heart [eros calculation], took a child and 
stood him by His side [equality], and said 
to them, “…the one who is least among 
all of you, this is the one who is great” 
(Luke 9:46-48).

The only socialism without hypocrisy 
existing on earth is found exclusively under King 
Jesus who said, “I did not come to be served, but 
to serve and give My life a ransom for many” (Mt 
20:28). The Son truly out-socialists the socialists! 
Servant-hearted sons and daughters with a willing, 
childlike spirit who allow the Son to boldly lead 
and govern His people through their broken lives 
are a profound delight to Father. The Son of God 
Himself now sits on the throne of such a man 
whom God sought out saying, “I have selected a 
king for Myself” (1Sam 16:1). “Thus you shall 
say to My servant David, ‘…I took you from the 
pasture, from following the sheep, to be ruler 
over My people Israel’” (2Sam 7:8). 

So when Jesus had washed the disciples 
feet, and taken His garments and reclined 
at the table again, He said to them, “Do 
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you know what I have done to you? [I 
AM revolutionizing your hierarchical 
economy of rank and privilege] You call 
Me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, 
for so I AM. If I then, the Lord and the 
Teacher, washed your feet [serve you in 
menial ways], you also ought to wash 
one another’s feet [i.e. clean muddy shoes, 
do dishes, take trash out]. For I [your Elder 
Brother] gave you an example that you 
should do as I did to you. Truly, truly, a 
slave is not greater than his master, nor 
is the one sent greater than the one who 
sent him [Father is in Me washing your 
feet]. If you know these things [embrace 
My kingdom of servant leadership] you 
are blessed [as delightful sons in Father’s 
likeness] if you do them (John 13:12-
17).

A. Theocratic Stewards

Slaves, be obedient to those who are your 
masters according to the flesh, with fear 
and trembling, in the sincerity of your 
heart, as to Christ; not by way of eye-
service, as men-pleasers, but as slaves of 
Christ [Son-conscious], doing the will 
of God [Father’s will: to reveal Himself 
through your Christ-like behavior] from 
the heart [Agape affection]. With good 
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will render service, as to the Lord, and 
not to men, knowing that whatever good 
thing each one does, this he will receive 
back from the Lord, whether slave or free. 
And masters, do the same things to them, 
and give up threatening [eros coercion], 
knowing that both their Master and 
yours [Equalizer] is in heaven, and there 
is no partiality with Him (Eph 6:5-9).

After the Lord rescued Israel from their 
oppressor through His appointed Judge, Gideon, 
the people said to him, “Rule over us, both you 
and your son, also your son’s son, for you have 
delivered us….” However, Gideon responded, “I 
will not rule over you, nor shall my son rule over 
you; the Lord shall rule over you” (Judges 8:22-
23). Jesus, the Equalizer, laid out for His disciples 
the parameters of kingdom leadership: 
 

But do not be called Rabbi; for One is your 
Teacher, and you are all brothers [equals 
under theocracy]. Do not call anyone on 
earth your father; for One is your Father, 
He who is heaven. Do not be called 
leaders; for One is your Leader, that is, 
Christ. But the greatest among you shall 
be your servant. Whoever exalts himself 
shall be humbled; and whoever humbles 
himself shall be exalted (Mt 23:8-12).
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Paul had a functional understanding of this 
theocratic society of equals (family of brothers): 
“But from those who were of high reputation [lit. 
seemed to be something] (what they were makes no 
difference to me; God shows no partiality)—well 
those who were of reputation contributed nothing 
to me” (Gal 2:6). Paul knew that his kingdom 
inheritance and calling did not come from man 
but directly from the Father through the Son. 
The commissioning of men (even the apostles) 
nor allegiance to any church, denomination, or 
organization would have provided Paul with 
sufficient motivation to suffer under the burden 
of carrying the gospel to the empire. Father has no 
grandchildren and Jesus has no cousins!

Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee 
[James and John] came to Jesus with her 
sons….“Command that in Your kingdom 
these two sons of mine may sit one on Your 
right and one on Your left.”…And hearing 
this the ten became indignant with the 
two brothers [division]. But Jesus called 
them to Himself [oneness in the Equalizer] 
and said, “You know that the rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them, and their great 
men exercise authority over them. It is 
not this way among you, but whoever 
wishes to become great among you shall 
be your servant, and whoever wishes to 
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be first among you shall be your slave; 
just as the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give his life a 
ransom for many” (Mt 20:20-28).

Servant-leadership is stewardship, a prime 
manifestation of the Life of the Son.

And the Lord said, “Who then is the 
faithful and sensible steward, whom 
his master put in charge of his servants 
[to serve and care for God’s treasured 
inheritance: His people], to give them their 
rations [feed them with the Life of Jesus] at 
the proper time? [A delightful son answers 
Jesus’ call: “I am Your bondservant; I will 
feed Your people”]. Blessed [converted to a 
son] is that slave whom his master finds 
so doing when he comes. Truly, I say to 
you that he will put him in charge of all 
His possessions [he will reign with Christ 
as a servant-leader over the whole Family]” 
(Luke 12:42-48).

B. One King, Many Princes
A prince is defined as a son or close relative of 

a monarch. Princes are familial stewards invested 
with the authority of their father to extend his 
governance. They are trusted because their values, 
habits, methods, and objectives are likely to 
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align with the king’s due to a familial affection 
and allegiance to him. A good prince does not 
entertain or promote an agenda of his own; rather, 
in sub-mission, he contents himself in and gives all 
his strength to the purposes and preferences of his 
father-king. 

In His familial kingdom design, God Himself 
rules through a Prince: “And they were amazed at 
Jesus’ teaching, for His message was with authority 
[not from Himself but from Father]” (Luke 4:32). 
By extension, Father rules through many princes 
(men and women) in whom His Son is living 
and prevailing: “We will also reign with Him” 
(2Tim 2:12). Jesus is “the Prince of princes” (Dan 
8:25). To rule on Father’s behalf and according 
to His ways, one must be regenerated into His 
generous nature. Understanding the princely role 
of theocratic stewardship is essential to delightful 
leadership. 

David’s ability to function as a theocratic 
steward-king moved God to grant him an eternal 
throne, upon which Father seated His own eternal 
Son. “And I, the Lord, will be their God [King], 
and My servant David will be prince among 
them” (Ezek 34:24). What all the other rulers on 
earth defined as king, David understood as prince. 
Therefore, David said, “Yet the Lord, the God of 
Israel, chose me from all the house of my father to 
be king over Israel forever…and among the sons 
of my father He took pleasure in me to make me 
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king” (1Chron 28:4). “And David realized that 
the Lord had established him as king over Israel 
and that his kingdom was highly exalted for the 
sake of His people Israel” (1Chron 14:2).

After Saul died, the people of Israel sought 
to make David king saying, “In times past, even 
when Saul was king, you were the one who led out 
and brought in Israel [David’s motive of stewardship 
affirmed]; and the Lord your God said to you, ‘You 
shall shepherd My people Israel, and you shall be 
prince over My people Israel’” (1Chron 11:2). As 
a “man after God’s own heart,” David sought to 
reveal the nature and preferences of God through 
His reign—Father-conscious servant leadership.   

When Solomon’s son Rehoboam became 
king, the people said to him, “Your father made 
our yoke hard; now therefore lighten the hard 
service of your father and his heavy yoke which 
he put on us, and we will serve you” (1Ki 12:4). 
Before answering, Rehoboam consulted with the 
elders who advised, “If you will be a servant to 
this people today, and will serve them and grant 
their petition, and speak good words to them, 
then they will be your servants forever.” However, 
young Rehoboam forsook the counsel of the elders 
and chose to answer the people according to the 
advice of his young companions: “My little finger 
is thicker than my father’s loins! Whereas my father 
loaded you with a heavy yoke, I will add to your 
yoke; my father disciplined you with whips, but 
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I will discipline you with scorpions” (1Ki 12:10-
11). Immediately, ten of the twelve tribes rebelled 
and Israel was permanently divided. 

C. Self-sacrificial Shepherds 

Now a man came and brought the man 
of God [Elisha] bread of the first fruits, 
twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of 
grain in his sack. And Elisha said, “Give 
them to the people that they may eat” 
(2Ki 4:42). 

Consider the delightful testimony of Samuel, 
the theocratic servant-leader:  

“I am old and gray…. I have walked 
before you from my youth even to this 
day. Here I am; bear witness against 
me before the Lord…. Whose ox have 
I taken…or whom have I defrauded? 
Whom have I oppressed, or from whose 
hand have I taken a bribe to blind my 
eyes with it? I will restore it to you.” The 
people said, “You have not defrauded us or 
oppressed us or taken anything from any 
man’s hand.” Samuel said, “The Lord is 
witness against you…that you have found 
nothing in my hand.” And they said, “He 
is witness” (1Sam 12:2-5). 
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Princely shepherds are self-sacrificial givers, 
never takers; consider Nehemiah:  

From the day that I [Nehemiah] was 
appointed to be their governor in the 
land of Judah…for twelve years, neither I 
nor my kinsmen have eaten the governor’s 
food allowance [not taken even what was 
lawful to claim]. But the former governors 
who were before me laid [lit. made heavy] 
burdens on the people and took from 
them bread and wine besides forty shekels 
of silver; even their servants domineered 
the people. But I did not do so because 
of the fear of God [Father-conscious 
stewardship; my provision does not come 
from people but from God]….
 
I also applied myself to the work on this 
wall [sub-mission: rebuilding Jerusalem]; we 
did not buy any land [act as opportunists 
for future payoff], and all my servants [who 
could have been serving my needs] were 
gathered there for the work. Moreover, 
there were at my table 150 Jews and 
officials, besides those who came to us from 
the nations that were around us…. Yet for 
all this I did not demand the governor’s 
food allowance, because the servitude was 
heavy on this people. Remember me, O 
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my God, for good, according to all that I 
have done for this people (Neh 5:14-19). 

Father’s delightful under-shepherds give 
grace; that is, they make it easy as possible for 
their people to find Him, know Him, and delight 
Him. We can hear Jesus’ angry displeasure over 
anti-grace: 

Woe to you lawyers [lit. experts in the 
Mosaic Law]! For you weigh men down 
with burdens hard to bear, while you 
yourselves will not even touch the burdens 
with one of your fingers…. Woe to you 
lawyers! For you have taken away the key 
of knowledge [monopolized and hijacked 
the Scriptures]; you yourselves did not 
enter [the kingdom], and you hindered 
those who were entering [agents of Satan’s 
agenda: usurping and dream-stealing to 
build his own kingdom] (Luke 11:46, 52).

“For the overseer [elder] must be above 
reproach as God’s steward, not self-willed (Titus 
1:7). A self-willed elder, governor, or administrator 
exploits the authority delegated to him for personal 
advantage, to fulfill objectives of his own eros 
design. Father despises those who “lord it over” 
and fleece His sheep. The steward-leader (under-
shepherd) greatly honors Father by drawing on all 
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His resources of love, wisdom, and strength and 
pouring it out of himself upon his brothers and 
sisters. 

Shepherd the flock of God among you, 
exercising oversight not under compulsion, 
but voluntarily [in gratitude, reciprocating 
the Agape which Father has shown you 
by lavishing it on His beloved people], 
according to the will of God [certainty of 
His call]; and not for sordid gain [eros, 
i.e. look good, control, personal advantage], 
but with eagerness [familial zeal]; nor yet 
as lording it over those allotted to your 
charge [inequality], but proving to be 
examples [of the servant-hearted Son] to 
the flock. And when the Chief Shepherd 
appears, you will receive the unfading 
crown of glory [affirmation of His likeness 
refined in you] (1Pet 5:2-4).

D. Father’s Priests Will Reign 

For You were slain, and purchased for God 
with Your blood men from every tribe and 
tongue and people and nation [Father’s 
big-Family dream]. You have made them to 
be a kingdom [fellow citizens] and priests 
to our God; and they will reign [as Father-
conscious princes] upon the earth (Rev 5:9-
10). 
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Father desired His own regenerated children, 
those made capable through the Son, to be priest  
reciprocating His Agape. Further, those priest-sons 
and daughters mentored by their Elder Brother out 
of self-interest into Father-consciousness are those 
whom He entrusts with His authority. The “King 
of kings and Lord of lords” (1Tim 6:15) invests 
His brothers and sisters with His own authority to 
carry out Father’s purpose. In priesthood, David 
pioneered these realms of kingdom authority. 
The culmination of his life revealed that this 
princely stewardship was his true treasure and an 
unforgettable delight to Father:  

Now, these are the last words of David…. 
The man who was raised on high [God-
commended, not self-commended] declares, 
the anointed of the God of Jacob, and 
the sweet psalmist [Father-focused priest] 
of Israel. “The Spirit of the Lord spoke 
by me, and His word was on my tongue. 
The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel 
spoke to me: 
‘He who rules over men righteously, who 
rules in the fear of God [on His behalf, 
His objectives and methods], is as the light 
of the morning when the sun rises [Son’s 
authority through me], a morning without 
clouds [no variation or shifting shadow of 
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eros], when the tender grass springs out 
of the earth, through sunshine after the 
rain.’

Truly is not my house so with God? For 
He has made an everlasting covenant with 
me, ordered in all things and secured; 
for all my salvation [regeneration] and 
all my desire [to dwell in His house], will 
He not indeed make it [His people under 
my charge] grow? But the worthless [self-
promoting orphans], every one of them will 
be thrust away like thorns, because they 
cannot be taken in hand [held in Father’s 
embrace]. But the man who touches them 
must be armed with iron and the shaft of 
a spear [prepared for a predator], and they 
will be completely burned with fire in 
their place” (2Sam 23:1-7). 

  
Pray: Master, I am Your bondservant; I am not 

above any menial form of service You would render 
through my hands to those entrusted into my care. 
Baptize me afresh with Your humility, strength, 
and understanding that You might shepherd 
Your people through my broken, consecrated life. 
May the feedback You receive from Your people 
regarding my steward-leadership glorify both You 
and our humble Father.  
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34. Spend Your Freedom to Help Enslaved 
Brothers 

Harriet Tubman is one of the great heroes of 
U.S. history. As an African American born into 
slavery in 1821, Harriet worked as a field hand 
on a slave plantation for the first twenty-eight 
years of her life. Two of her sisters were sold, and 
she herself was brutally beaten. Harriet believed 
it was against God’s will that her people be held 
in bondage and therefore risked her life to escape 
to freedom in Philadelphia. However, she soon 
discovered it was impossible to selfishly enjoy 
her liberty knowing her beloved people were left 
behind in chains. This brilliant woman, called 
the Moses of her people, spent her freedom in a 
determination to free as many slaves as possible. 

Harriet cultivated the “underground railroad,” 
a secret network of people stretching from the 
southern slave states to the northern “free” states 
that provided hide-outs and supplies. Harriet 
rescued and conducted over 300 slaves to freedom 
without losing even one, including her own 
parents! Using the North Star as a guide, she led 
groups of fugitives by night and hid them by day. 
The Father of freedom consistently bore witness 
to His delightful, courageous daughter providing 
wisdom, protection, and sovereign escapes from 
death through those years. To fully appreciate 
this ongoing miracle, we must try to imagine the 
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extreme measures arrogant slave owners employed 
in an attempt to recover their “property” 
repeatedly stolen from them. They even offered a 
large reward for her capture. After the Civil War, 
Harriet Tubman founded a home for destitute 
African Americans and labored to improve the 
lives of former slaves.     

By faith Moses…refused to be called the 
son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather 
to endure ill-treatment with the people 
of God [slaves] than to enjoy the passing 
pleasures of sin, considering the reproach 
of Christ greater riches than the riches of 
Egypt; for he was looking to the reward 
(Heb 11:24-26). 

Could Moses’ self-sacrificial forfeiture of 
freedom for the sake of his enslaved brothers be 
what caused God to favor him and appoint him 
as the instrument of their deliverance? Review this 
pivotal scripture with me: 

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that though He was rich [Son of 
God enjoying perfect freedom in reciprocal 
rest with Father], yet for your sake He 
became poor [starting at the beginning, 
perfecting Agape as a Man], so that you 
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through His poverty might become rich 
[“the freedom of the glory of the children of 
God” (Rom 8:21)] (2Cor 8:9).

Jesus is not only the Equalizer; He is Father’s 
anointed Liberator. The Son’s mandate has now 
become our Family mandate:

Jesus opened the book of Isaiah and found 
the place where it was written, “The Spirit 
of the Lord is upon Me, because [for this 
express purpose:] He anointed Me to preach 
the gospel to the poor. He has sent Me 
to proclaim release to the captives, and 
recovery of sight to the blind, to set free 
those who are oppressed, to proclaim 
the favorable year of the Lord [adoption, 
citizenship].” …And He began to say to 
them, “Today this Scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 4:18-21).

“It was for freedom that Christ set us free…” 
(Gal 5:1). In this way you will greatly delight 
Father: allow His Son to set you absolutely free by 
following Him as an emigrant out of the world into 
His kingdom, and then, as a servant-hearted son, 
spend your freedom leading His other enslaved 
children into that same freedom. “Act as free men, 
and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil 
[eros self-gratification] but use it as bondslaves of 
God [to accomplish His big-family dream]” (1Pet 
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2:16). “For you were called to freedom, brethren; 
only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity 
for the flesh [self-gratification], but through Agape 
serve one another” (Gal 5:13). 

By the mercies of God, Paul discovered untold 
dimensions of freedom in Christ, yet he became 
an “ambassador in chains” saying, “For though I 
am free from all men, I have become a slave to 
all, so that I may win more” (1Cor 9:19). Yielding 
daily to the Spirit of his Master within him, Paul 
added, “I am being poured out [exhausted] as a 
drink offering upon the sacrifice and service of 
your faith” (Phil 2:17). Through Agape, the Life 
of the Liberator powerfully at work within him, 
Paul risked everything to ransom the children for 
whom He died: “I will most gladly spend and be 
expended for your souls” (2Cor 12:15). 

Paul’s letter to Philemon is addressed to a 
slave-owner who became a Christian. He wrote 
to him concerning Onesimus, a runaway slave 
whom Paul later led to Jesus. Though runaway 
slaves faced death by Roman law, Paul risked 
sending Onesimus back to his believing master 
bearing this letter: 

I appeal to you for my child Onesimus, 
whom I have begotten [birthed into the 
kingdom] in my imprisonment…. I have 
sent him back to you in person, that is, 
sending my very heart…that you would 
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have him back…no longer as a slave, but 
more than a slave, a beloved brother…. 
Accept him as you would me. But if he 
has wronged you in any way [stolen from 
you] or owes you anything, charge that to 
my account…. I will repay it (Philemon 
10-18).

In the book of Ruth, Boaz is a type of Christ, 
the “kinsman redeemer.” Ruth’s mother-in-law 
Naomi said to her, “Boaz will not rest until he 
has settled your redemption today” (3:18). To 
fully inherit your freedom in the kingdom of 
equality, you must invest your freedom and rest 
to help Father’s other children, your brothers and 
sisters, to inherit their freedom and rest. The tribes 
of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh 
requested they be granted their inheritance of land 
on the east side of the Jordan River and Moses 
gave it to them conditionally:  

The Lord your God gives you rest and will 
give you this land. Your wives, little ones 
and your cattle shall remain in the land 
beyond the Jordan, but you [in delayed 
gratification, Agape] shall cross before 
your brothers in battle array, all your 
valiant warriors, and shall help them, 
until the Lord gives your brothers rest, 
as He gives you [equality], and they also 
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possess the land which the Lord your God 
is giving them. Then you shall return to 
your own land… (Josh 1:13-15). 

When the land was conquered and divided as 
an inheritance to all the tribes, Joshua said to the 
men of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh:

You have kept all that Moses commanded 
you [thorough obedience] and have listened 
to my voice….You have not forsaken 
your brothers these many days until this 
day…. And now the Lord has given rest 
to your brothers…therefore turn now 
and go to your tents, to the land of your 
possession (Joshua 22:2-4).

As a young boy, country music star Johnny 
Cash lost his beloved elder brother in a table-saw 
accident and suffered blame and rejection by his 
father over the incident. He anesthetized this guilt 
and loss with drugs and developed an escalating 
addiction. June Carter, a singer who toured with 
Johnny, helped him detox and eventually became 
his wife. Cash “awakened” from his self-focused 
addiction to stacks of fan-mail from convicts who 
identified with his tortured life and spirit. Johnny’s 
own journey to freedom infused his music and 
became a message of hope and freedom, which he 
took into prisons.
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My wife and I host medical and mercy 
outreach teams in Uganda, which typically require 
a commitment of three weekends and two work-
weeks. These people not only make financial 
sacrifices to travel, they also invest precious 
vacation days, which they might have used for rest 
or recreation, to labor with Father among captives 
of slums and refugee camps! They forfeit their 
rest to give rest. Father rewards them, however, 
imparting an indescribable, enduring rest and 
freedom into their souls. 

We also host interns for extended periods, 
those who put their vocations, friends, and families 
on hold to bless others out of the abundance 
that Father has given them. This is delightfully 
evocative to Father of His Son who left heaven, 
forfeiting perfect rest, to labor as a Man to the 
point of death that He might lead you and me 
into the freedom of Father’s rest.  

Pray: Father, when I consider the bondage and 
curses from which You have ransomed me thus 
far I am overwhelmed with gratitude. You paid 
such dear price for my freedom; forgive me for 
spending it on myself. To be with You and to be 
like You, I willingly open my heart to Your burden 
for all Your children still languishing in slavery. 
Let Your Son the Liberator work through me!

For further understanding of how to invest 
your freedom as a bondservant, read Lifechangers 
Plumbline entitled, A Call to Freedom.
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35. Honor Natural Father and Mother

A husband must steward his wife as Father’s 
daughter, to “live with her in an understanding 
way [Father’s way]…and show her honor…so 
that his prayers may not be hindered” (1Pet 
3:7). Likewise, children of all ages must honor 
their parents whom Father has entrusted to them 
if they are to please Him. “Honor your father and 
mother, which is the first commandment with a 
promise, so that it may be well with you [Father’s 
blessing may rest on you], and that you may live 
long on the earth” (Eph 6:2). 

Since both you and your parents are human 
and likely suffer many of the same conflicting 
eros issues, this can be a precious sacrifice to 
Father indeed! Over the course of your history 
together, reactions to a parent’s behavior and 
idiosyncrasies often become compounded and 
serve to test the extent of your love and patience. 
You may feel at a distinct disadvantage since your 
parents have literally had a lifetime of experience 
knowing which emotional “buttons” to push in 
you to achieve the desired response! Irrespective 
of these dynamics, however, you must draw upon 
the power of Agape at work within you to absorb 
their faults and provide consistent affection and 
care just as Father has done for you. For Father’s 
sake, honor your parents even when they are not 
honorable. 
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My grandfather, who is now deceased, was a 
very abusive husband and father, yet my mother 
Judith persevered in love, honoring him in spite of 
many bitter memories of his mean-spirited nature. 
She made sure he had a proper home and medical 
care and regularly called and visited him even 
though his severe, critical spirit and intimidation 
tactics remained largely unchanged. The source of 
my mother’s commitment to honor her earthly 
father was a desire to please her heavenly One. 
Ultimately Agape did soften his heart and brought 
about a miraculous reconciliation in the family 
shortly before his death. This overcoming was 
delightful. 

Regarding His own mother, Jesus maintained 
a pleasing balance, never allowing Himself to be 
thwarted from Father’s interests by an improper 
allegiance to her (Luke 2:48-49; 8:19-21) but also 
granting her the proper honor: 

When Jesus then saw His mother [as He 
hung on the cross], and the disciple whom 
He loved [John] standing nearby, He said 
to His mother, “Woman, behold your 
son!” Then He said to his disciple, “Behold 
your mother!” From that hour the disciple 
took her into his own household (John 
19:26-27).



-101-

Over the years, the Spirit of Jesus has prompted 
me in very specific ways to honor my parents. 
Accompanying His leadings, there is always an 
awesome sense of the weightiness of this priority 
to Him. Honoring natural parents is a training 
ground of Father-consciousness and a reflection 
of the way you relate to Him. A delightful child/
parent relationship is one of the most beautiful 
illustrations of reciprocal generosity. First a young 
child receives care from his parents, but the scales 
of time gradually shift the relationship, and he is 
given opportunity to reciprocate that care.   

A child who has not yet reached adulthood 
can honor his parents by bearing up under 
their burdens with practical service (e.g. lawn, 
dishes, trash) and giving unrestrained affection, 
encouragement, and gratitude. Blessed are the 
children who do not “sponge” off their parents in 
self-focus, adding to their burden, but reinforce 
their parents’ mission in sub-mission; these 
children are being groomed as a royal priests to 
Father.  

In their elderly years, parents progressively 
revert back to a childlike capacity, behavior, and 
vulnerability; some practical ways of honoring 
them are providing abundant physical and verbal 
affection, a secure physical and relational home, 
bodily care, unimposing counsel, and financial 
stability. The honorable son is considerate of the 
dynamic, shifting balance of his parents’ need for 
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self-sufficient independence and structure. The 
delightful Son is certainly qualified to teach you 
how to honor your parents!

“Neglecting the commandment of God, 
you hold to the tradition of men [misplaced 
allegiance].” Jesus was also saying to them 
[Pharisees], “You are experts at setting 
aside the commandment of God in order 
to keep your tradition. For Moses said, 
‘Honor your father and your mother;’ and 
‘he who speaks evil of father and mother is 
to be put to death;’ but you say, ‘If a man 
says to his father or his mother, whatever I 
have that would help you is Corban (that 
is to say, given as an offering to God),’ 
you no longer permit him to do anything 
[financially] for his father or his mother, 
thus invalidating the word of God by your 
tradition which you have handed down, 
and you do many things such as that” 
(Mark 7:8-13). 

A Nigerian man was talking with his young, 
western friend who had just received his first 
paycheck. He asked, “Did you give any money to 
your father?” The young man looked perplexed 
and answered, “No.” The African said, “Among 
my people, an honorable son gives his first 
paycheck to his father. As a young man I did this 
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and my father gave it back to me.” Many grossly 
underestimate what a profound delight honoring 
natural parents is to heavenly Father; further, 
dishonoring parents is far more grievous and 
serious than you can imagine:  

There is a kind of man [lit. generation, e.g. 
degenerate man] who curses his father 
and does not bless his mother. There is 
a kind who is pure in his own eyes, yet 
is not washed of his filthiness. There is a 
kind—oh how lofty are his eyes! And his 
eyelids are raised in arrogance. There is a 
man whose teeth are like swords and his 
jaw teeth like knives [beast], to devour 
the afflicted from the earth and the needy 
from among men…. The eye that mocks a 
father and scorns [despises] a mother, the 
ravens of the valley will pick it out, and 
the young eagles will eat it (Pro 30:11-14, 
17). 

The progressive degeneration of this man 
begins with dishonoring his parents, culminates 
with “maturing” as a beastly predator, and ends 
in severe judgment. His ingratitude and arrogance 
lead to the self-deceptive notion that his origins are 
in himself; therefore, he lacks the understanding 
to honor the very people through whom God 
granted him life. Father despises this “kind of man.” 
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Paul vividly describes the identical, degenerative 
consequence of dishonoring God the Father: 

For even though they knew God, they did 
not honor Him as God [Father] or give 
thanks, but they became futile in their 
[self-referential] speculations, and their 
foolish heart was darkened. Professing to 
be wise, they became fools, and exchanged 
the glory of the incorruptible God for an 
image in the form of corruptible man and 
of birds and four-footed animals and 
crawling creatures. Therefore God gave 
them over in the lusts [beastly appetites] of 
their hearts to impurity… (Ro 1:21-24).

Pray: Father, I thank you for giving life to 
me through my parents; now may You give Life, 
peace, and healing to them through me! In the 
strength of Your Agape, I will intentionally honor 
my father and mother that I may honor You. 
Father-conscious Son of God, prompt me with 
Your delightful, servant-hearted ways toward my 
parents.    

36. “Permit the Children to Come Unto Me” 

And they were bringing children to 
Him so that He might touch them; but 
the disciples rebuked them. But when 
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Jesus saw this, He was indignant [angry 
displeasure] and said to them, “Permit the 
children to come to Me; do not hinder 
them; for the kingdom of God belongs 
to such as these.”…And He took them 
in His arms and began blessing them, 
laying His hands on them (Mark 10:13-
16).

The root conflict of all warfare is a cosmic 
custody battle over lost, orphaned children, a 
contention between the false-father, Belial (Satan), 
and our true Father who created us. We are all 
Father wants and Satan knows it. “O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and 
stones those sent to her! How often I wanted 
to gather your children together, just as a hen 
gathers her brood under her wings…” (Luke 
13:34). The purpose of the cross was to ransom 
and adopt children, to fulfill Father’s big-family 
dream. Children of all ages are serious kingdom 
business! 

Taking a child, He set him before them, 
and taking him in His arms, He said 
to them, “Whoever receives one child 
like this in My name receives Me; and 
whoever receives Me does not receive Me, 
but Him who sent Me…. Whoever causes 
one of these little ones who believe in Me 
to stumble, it would be better for him if, 
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with a heavy millstone around his neck, 
he had been cast into the sea (Mark 9:36-
37, 42).

It was Jesus’ affectionate Father embracing 
children through the arms of His Son. When 
you allow Father to receive, touch, and bless 
children, imparting His heritage to them, Father 
is exceedingly delighted. The dependent, trusting 
Child in the Son of God resonated with lost 
children, awakening them to their forgotten 
identity and beckoning them Home. My wife and 
I receive children of all types and ages, both literal 
orphans entrusted to us permanently, as well as 
spiritual children who come into Father’s arms 
by being received into our arms—His conduit 
of love and blessing. In Father’s House there is a 
dimension of fatherhood in me through which 
Father works, but it is the restful, “weaned” child 
in me, the Child Jesus, through which He receives 
His other lambs.  

My wife Suzanne invests her time and affections 
into destitute widows and child-mothers in 
Uganda. As she addressed one group, many of the 
women were distracted and nearly monopolized 
by their nursing babies grabbing for their breasts 
every five minutes. Suzanne remembered breast-
feeding our natural daughters on a schedule and 
considered sharing that practical wisdom. While 
watching the mothers wrestling with their babies, 
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the Lord spoke to her: “Surely I have composed and 
quieted my soul; like a weaned child rests against 
his mother, my soul is like a weaned child within 
me” (Psalm 131:2). That timely verse, spoken in 
the context of those struggling, captive mothers, 
illustrated in brilliant simplicity the well-pleasing 
approach Father desires from us.  

We were all born with an eros nature; a newborn 
is a self-referential taker wound tight in an eros 
prison, crying and seeking self-gratification. Death 
comes from practicing that eros nature, maturing 
as a self-focused master-taker. Life involves our 
progressive transformation (unwinding) into the 
likeness of the generous, Father-focused Son. A 
weaned child represents that delightful stage of 
childlikeness in which Father would have you abide 
all your days, between the demanding nursing 
infant and the indifferent, self-sufficient adult. The 
weaned child knows Father has already anticipated 
his needs; therefore, he rests in proximity and gives 
himself in affection. As Father’s weaned child, the 
rest you enjoy and the peace you exude becomes a 
beacon and refuge for lost children. 

Father’s blessing through us in East Africa is 
curiously directed both to the poorest of the poor 
in refugee camps and also to the wealthy elite. 
The Lord particularly reaches through Suzanne 
to wives of European ambassadors, influential 
businessmen, and even to the queen of Uganda’s 
largest tribe. Some of these women, perceiving 
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“the hope that is within” Suzanne (1Pet 3:15) ask, 
“What is your secret?” Suzanne’s childlike reply is 
disarming, “I am my Father’s daughter; that is my 
foundation and core.” 

These women, who are all-too-familiar with 
the predatory world of politics, feel the heat of 
the truth of her childlike testimony and seek to 
be closer to her. Helping these women become 
daughters is disciple-making in its most profound 
form. The burden of the Lord comes mightily 
on my wife; through tears she says, “I know that 
if I ask Father for this one or that one, they will 
become a daughter!” It is the child in Suzanne that 
calls to the lost child in them, welcoming them 
home to Father. 

In northern Uganda almost every family cares 
for children of relatives who died in war or from 
illnesses such as malaria or A.I.D.S. We have visited 
many genuine Christians who first introduce their 
own biological children and then say, “These are 
the children of my brother; they are orphans” (i.e. 
add-ons, second class). Countless years of church 
attendance has not helped them discover the true 
meaning of the gospel—adoption; therefore, they 
do not have it to offer. What if Jesus, who “is 
not ashamed to call us brothers,” used that same 
economy? We challenge them saying, “Receive as 
you have been received. You were freely adopted; 
now open your inner family nest to all those 
whom God entrusts to you.” 
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King David said, “Is there not yet anyone 
of the house of Saul to whom I may show 
the kindness of God?” [man’s kindness 
is handouts to outsiders; God’s kindness is 
inclusive adoption]. And Ziba said to the 
king, “There is still a son of Jonathan who 
is crippled in both feet.”…David sent and 
brought him…. Mephibosheth, the son 
of Jonathan, the son of Saul, came and 
prostrated himself…and he said, “Here is 
your servant! …What is your servant that 
you should regard a dead dog like me?” 
[brokenness] …So Mephibosheth ate at 
David’s table as one of the king’s sons 
(2Sam 9:11). 

Pray: Father, make the nest of rest I am 
discovering as Your weaned child to be a refuge 
for other lost children whom You long to receive. 
To delight You, I invite Your affectionate arms to 
reach through me to ransom, receive, and bless 
Father-less children of all ages. 

37. Practice Compassion

As Jesus was reclining in the house, behold, 
many tax collectors and sinners [irreligious 
Jews] came and were dining with Jesus 
and His disciples. When the Pharisees saw 
this, they said to His disciples, “Why is 



-110-

your Teacher eating with the tax collectors 
and sinners?” But when Jesus heard this, 
He said, “It is not those who are healthy 
who need a physician, but those who are 
sick [in death-producing eros]. But go and 
learn [practice] what this means: ‘I desire 
compassion [mercy] and not sacrifice,’ for 
I did not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners” (Mt 9:12-13). 

Sacrifice without compassion will make you 
a religious predator, a particularly deadly kind 
of man-eater! You and I were not born with 
compassion [God’s Agape nature]; we were born into 
a natural heredity of eros that dehumanizes and 
preys upon the weak, sick, and helpless especially 
through “sacrificial” systems of religion. Men ruled 
by a sacrificial religion crashed airplanes into the 
World Trade Center in New York City thinking 
they were doing God a favor. Jesus warned, “An 
hour is coming for everyone who kills you to think 
he is offering service to God. These things they will 
do because they have not known the Father or Me 
[compassionate DNA]” (John 16:2-3). Before his 
conversion from Judaism, a “sacrificial” system, 
Paul was also a religious man-eater. 

Are eros-driven Christians any different? 
Remember James and John who wanted to call 
down fire to consume the Samaritans because 
they wouldn’t receive Jesus into their village? 
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Jesus rebuked them: “You do not know what kind 
spirit you are of [eros]; for the Son of man did 
not come to destroy men’s lives but to save them 
[to demonstrate Father’s compassion]” (Luke 9:52-
56). Not only must you be “born again” to receive 
the seed of Father’s nature, you must also practice 
compassion that His Life in you may mature and 
prevail over your old “sacrificial” habits of religious 
calculation by which you devalue, enslave, defame, 
and destroy people. 

A. “I AM Compassionate” 
Compassion is first among the seven aspects 

of God’s glory, which He opened to Moses (Ex 
34:6). In fact, compassion almost always leads 
the list of the Lord’s attributes throughout the 
Scriptures and is even used alone to represent 
the multi-faceted essence of His Agape nature. 
Amidst His needy and wayward people, the 
“I AM” sat upon a “mercy seat” on the ark of 
testimony, which conveyed: “I AM anything and 
everything I need to be to meet the needs of 
My people.” The Lord was a Deliverer, Provider, 
Warrior, Lamp, Guide, and Teacher for Israel. 
He was a Father who imparted a heritage to His 
slave-minded children, affirming their value to 
Him and disciplining them tenderly or severely 
as required. The Lord was also a Mother, giving 
birth to generations of men and women of the 
Spirit and gathering His people into the rest of 
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His “everlasting arms.”   
When the Son came in the flesh, there was 

nothing about His outward appearance that 
distinguished Him as God; it was His DNA of 
compassion, a divine generosity adequate for 
each and every physical and spiritual need of 
man, which gave unmistakable evidence that He 
was One with the Father. The Son consistently 
acknowledged that the Source of His compassion 
was the nature of His Father in Him. Paul, in 
the strength of the “I AM” at work within him, 
practiced His compassionate likeness saying, “I 
have become all things to all men, so that I may 
by all means save some” (1Cor 9:22). Through His 
own children regenerated, practiced, and matured 
in His compassion, Father has purposed to meet 
the needs of the world he loves.

B. Compassion for Lost Sinners
Jesus’ parables (metaphorical stories) were 

designed to introduce His generous Father to 
degenerate men, who found Him altogether 
foreign and strange, so that they might be regened, 
that is, “born again” into His likeness. Curiously, 
the majority of His parables deal with compassion 
or the lack thereof. He masterfully revealed His 
Father’s nature through a parable of a father and 
his two sons—the younger lost in a self-focused 
quest for pleasure and the elder lost in self-focused 
“sacrificial” calculation. “So he [the repentant 
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prodigal son] got up and came to his father. But 
while he was still a long way off, his father saw 
him and felt compassion for him, and ran and 
embraced him and kissed him” (Luke 15:20). 

The father saw his youngest son “while he 
was still a long way off,” meaning the father had 
remained alert for a long time on the watch for 
his son’s return. This phrase also suggests that you 
and I, as returning prodigals, still have a long way 
to go in our sanctification from self-love, yet our 
compassionate Father sees us and runs to meet 
us as we emigrate home to Him. In the parable, 
the father also went out seeking his disgruntled, 
offended elder son who “was not willing to go 
in;” the father “began pleading with him.” Jesus, 
the Son, went out on His Father’s behalf to “seek 
and save” His lost sons and daughters of all kinds. 
When you yield to the Life of the Son in you, run 
to meet sinners with Father’s zealous compassion 
and receive them with His unrestrained affection; 
it is exceedingly delightful to Him.

Scribes and Pharisees, merciless agents of their 
“sacrificial” religious system, “brought a woman 
caught in adultery, and having set her in the center 
of the court, they said to Him, ‘Teacher, this 
woman has been caught in adultery, in the very 
act.’” Curiously, these men made the calculated 
observation that compassion for sinners marked 
the distinct, exploitable difference between Jesus 
and themselves; therefore, they used this woman 
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to “test Him, so that they might have grounds 
for accusing Him.” With rocks in hand, the men 
surrounded the woman preparing to stone her, 
but Jesus interrupted and neutralized their beastly 
momentum: “He who is without sin among you, 
let him be first to throw a stone at her” (John 
8:3). 

One by one, her accusers dropped their stones 
and disbanded, leaving her alone with Jesus. He said 
to her, “Did no one condemn you?” She replied, 
“No one Lord.” He answered, “I do not condemn 
you either. From now on sin no more” (John 8:3-
11). In churches not yet reformed by Agape, eros-
motivated believers “calculate” evidence against 
people. Using words as hard as rocks, they injure 
people in defense of a compassionate God whom 
they do not really know. Are these the miracle-
working prophets “who cast out demons in My 
name” to whom Jesus will say, “Depart from 
Me, I never knew you [there is no evidence of My 
compassionate DNA in you]?” (Mt 7:22-23).

C. Compassion for the Sick and Bereaved
Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan 

(Luke 10:30) further exposes the desensitizing, 
dehumanizing effect that religious systems of 
“sacrifice” have on people, even toward those who 
are not overt sinners. In Jesus’ story, a priest and a 
Levite, men called and anointed to reveal the Lord’s 
compassion, see a beaten man half-dead and pass 
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by on the other side of the road. The despised, 
irreligious Samaritan alone acts in Agape.    

On countless occasions Jesus “was moved 
with compassion” and said, “I feel compassion 
for the people” (Mt. 14:14; 15:32; 20:34). The 
Son allowed His Father’s impulse of mercy to be 
expressed through His consecrated, responsive 
Life. In compassion, He fed them, healed their 
sick, delivered them from unclean spirits, spoke 
release to their inner man, and defended them 
from merciless, “hireling” shepherds. 

Jesus approached a city called Nain…
and a dead man was being carried out, 
the only son of his mother and she was a 
widow…. When the Lord saw her [seeing 
with Father’s eyes], He felt compassion 
for her [opened Himself to share in and 
absorb the agony of her compounded loss], 
and said to her, “Do not weep.” And He 
came up and touched the coffin [with the 
resurrection power of Agape]…and said, 
“Young man, I say to you arise!” The dead 
man sat up and began to speak. And Jesus 
gave him back to his mother [generosity]. 
Fear gripped them all, and they began 
glorifying God [recognizing the DNA of 
the Father in Him], saying, “…God has 
visited His people!” (Luke 7:11-16).
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D. Compassion for the Poor
Mother Teresa explained her mandate to the 

poorest of the poor as “the call of Jesus.” While 
ministering to the Lord as a young woman, she had 
a personal revelation of Jesus on the cross saying 
to her, “I thirst.” She testified that each time she 
looked into the eyes of a destitute person after this 
encounter she saw Jesus Himself thirsting there: 
“We satiate His thirst by serving, feeding and 
loving the poorest of the poor.” The Scriptures 
concur: “He that honors the Lord shows mercy to 
the poor” (Pro 14:31).
 

If there is a poor man with you…in your 
land which the Lord your God is giving 
you, you shall not harden your heart, nor 
close your hand from your poor brother; 
but you shall freely open your hand to 
him [reciprocate to God by giving to him], 
and shall generously lend him sufficient 
for his need in whatever he lacks. Beware 
that there is no base [degenerate] thought 
in your heart…and you give him nothing; 
then he may cry to the Lord against you, 
and it will be a sin in you. You shall 
generously give to him, and your heart 
shall not be grieved when you give to 
him…for the poor will never cease to be 
in the land (Deut 15:7-11). 
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It despises Father when, in eros calculation, 
you rationalize your way out of giving to the poor 
saying, “They dug that pit for themselves by their 
own foolish choices,” or “It’s like pouring money 
down a hole.” It is not just the “worthy” poor 
Father has called you to give to on His behalf; in 
fact, there are no “worthy” poor, just the poor. 
Never forget the wretched condition in which 
your Elder Brother found you—poor, blind, 
naked, and wholly undeserving (Rev 3:17). 

If you want to discover “pure and undefiled 
[eros-free] religion in the sight of our God,” 
you must allow the “I AM” within you to be 
anything and everything required to “orphans 
and widows [any vulnerable person who cannot 
repay you] in their distress” (James 1:27). I have 
learned far more about the Father, the Son, and 
their kingdom from providing orphaned children 
with security, identity, and belonging (i.e. daily 
affection and discipline, teaching them to read, 
getting braces on crooked teeth, giving them my 
surname, etc.) than from earning a Masters degree 
in seminary or a lifetime spent in church! Now we 
are “learning of Jesus,” the compassionate “I AM,” 
as He launches micro-businesses among destitute 
widows through us, to be a Husband to them and 
afford the dignity of cultivating their gifts as a 
means of their provision.   

In Matthew 25, Jesus clearly established 
compassion as the solitary standard of measure 
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by which all men will be judged since works of 
compassion are the unmistakable evidence of new 
birth into His likeness.

The Son of Man will sit on His throne. 
All the nations will be gathered before 
Him; and He will separate them from 
one another, as the shepherd separates the 
sheep from the goats; and He will put the 
sheep on His right, and the goats on the 
left. Then the King will say to those on 
His right, “Come, you who are blessed 
of My Father [proven sons and daughters], 
inherit the kingdom…. For I was hungry, 
and you gave Me something to eat; I was 
thirsty, and you gave me something to 
drink; I was a stranger and you invited 
Me in; naked and you clothed Me; I was 
sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, 
and you came to Me.” 

Then the righteous will answer Him, 
“Lord, when did we see You hungry and 
feed You…invite You in…clothe You?” 
The King will answer and say to them, 
“Truly I say to you, to the extent [standard 
of measure: miserly or extravagant] that you 
did it to one of these brothers of Mine, 
even to the least of them, you did it to 
Me.” Then He will also say to those on 
His left, “Depart from Me, accursed 
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[degenerate] ones, into the eternal fire…
for I was hungry, you gave Me nothing to 
eat…you did not invite Me in…you did 
not clothe Me” (Mt 25:31-46). 

The evidence that Jesus was Father’s Son, of 
identical DNA, was His compassionate works. 
Now, you must allow the Son living within you to 
reveal Father’s mercy without hindrance through 
your practical, Spirit-initiated works. 

John the Baptist began saying to the 
crowds who were going out to be baptized 
by him, “You brood of vipers [eros, death-
producing predators], who warned you to 
flee from the wrath to come? Therefore 
bear fruits in keeping with repentance, 
and do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham for our father.’ [natural 
heredity; or “we are church-goers”] …The 
axe is already laid at the root of the trees 
[toxic eros taproot]; so every tree that does 
not bear good fruit [DNA/generosity] is 
cut down and thrown into the fire.” And 
the crowds were questioning him, saying, 
“What shall we do?” And he would answer 
and say to them, “The man who has two 
tunics is to share with him who has none; 
and he who has food is to do likewise” 
(Luke 3:7-11). 
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Practicing compassion means allowing 
Father’s love to find practical expression through 
you, intentionally seeking and delighting in 
opportunities to demonstrate His inexhaustible 
mercies. If you would know your Father and His 
peculiar suffering, you must understand He “is full 
of compassion and merciful” (James 5:11); like a 
fathomless reservoir of love brimming over, He is 
trying to reach desperately thirsty people through 
the pin-hole of your repressed compassion! He 
waits for vessels to carry His bountiful mercy—
sons and daughters regenerated into His generous 
nature.  

The Son, “full of grace and truth,” was 
stretched-out to the laces as a Man in order that 
He might fully pour out Father’s compassion and 
grant His generous Father tremendous relief and 
delight. Now Father’s compassion must come 
through His Son in you. Truly allowing Father to 
express His abundant kindnesses to the world that 
He loves through your consecrated, responsive life 
will bring His smile over you like nothing else and 
accelerate your maturity into His likeness!

Pray:  Gracious Father, I am wholly undeserving 
of the tender mercies that You have lavished on 
me through Your Son. Your lovingkindnesses have 
met me around every turn, fulfilling my every 
need. My Elder Brother, may Your Life within 
me expand ever wider, making room for Father’s 
inexhaustible compassion to be revealed through 
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me to the lost and the outcast sinner, to the sick 
and bereaved, and to the unworthy poor like me!

To learn more about practicing Father’s 
compassion, read Lifechangers Plumbine entitled 
Loving Mercy.

38. Love Difficult People 

During the course of my life, I served as a 
pastor for eleven years in the United States, Father 
dispatched me to over 60 nations, and He called 
me to reside for periods of years in Hong Kong, 
the post-Soviet nation of Ukraine, and presently in 
East Africa. On the basis of this experience, allow 
me to testify: there are difficult people everywhere! 
The beastly condition of eros has infected “every 
tribe and tongue and people and nation.” Difficult 
people are people you just don’t like: parasitic, 
draining people who effectively tap and waste 
your resources, as well as predatory enemies who 
seek to seize what you have and destroy you in 
the process. Believe me, there is no escaping this 
worldwide epidemic and its effect on you even in 
the borders of your homeland.  

Further, I have discovered that if a situation 
with a difficult person manages to resolve, another 
one will certainly arise in its place. This dynamic 
is an essential part of the “all things” Father uses to 
conform you to the image of His delightful Son. 
Jesus essentially teaches that in the faith-filled 
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assurance of the unlimited resources of your Father, 
you must at times allow predators and parasites to 
take from you and do to you whatever they will as 
a testimony to His unconquerable kingdom. “Do 
not resist an evil person; but whoever slaps you 
on your right cheek, turn the other to him also. If 
anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, let 
him have your coat also…” (Mt 5:39). 

It is delightful to Father when you simply 
accept this reality and learn to love difficult 
people as He does. The first module in this course 
of education is awakening to the fact that you, 
yourself, are a difficult person. It greatly pleases 
Father when you do not attempt to avoid, flee, 
or forcibly overcome these sovereignly appointed 
relationships; rather, you recognize them as His 
loving gift: Father uses unchanged people to 
change you! 

Nothing infuriates Father more than one who 
has received mercy, and is continuing to receive 
it, but refuses to give it, to reciprocate. Nothing 
delights Father more than a son to whom evil is 
being done who responds maturely in His mercy, 
forgiveness, and blessing, manifesting His DNA—
slow to anger. “For judgment will be merciless to 
one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs 
over judgment [God delights in mercy more than 
judgment]” (James 2:13).
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 God intentionally brings you into relationship 
with people for whom you have absolutely no 
affinity; in this divinely appointed laboratory 
His Agape matures in you. The “diamond” of 
the Son’s glorious nature is formed in you under 
intense pressure—being squeezed between the 
Agape of God (the Rock) and the beastly behavior 
of those intentionally placed in your life (the hard 
place). In that crucible of Agape, which “hopes all 
things and never fails,” you are transformed into 
a naturalized son/daughter, not just a legalized 
“Christian.” 

A. Father’s Mighty Faithfulness
The nature and quality of God’s omnipotent 

might is illustrated best by His faithfulness, His 
ability to persevere with difficult people and 
not destroy them. Carefully meditate on this 
profound, marvelous verse with me: “O Lord God 
of hosts, who is like You, O mighty Lord? Your 
faithfulness surrounds You” (Ps 89:8). One type 
of strength destroys, but a wholly other, superior 
kind of strength is required to patiently suffer, 
forebear, and yes, even love difficult, ungrateful 
users. Meekness is often defined as strength under 
control; know your meek Father, whose strength 
is controlled by His Agape. Is it in your heart to be 
like your meek Father? Remember the verse which 
opened our study in volume one? 
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Is Ephraim My dear son? Is he a delightful 
child? [not yet, he still acts in beastly self-
focus]. Indeed as often as I have spoken 
against him [his grievous, eros behavior] I 
certainly still remember him; therefore My 
heart still yearns for him… (Jer 31:20). 

God is almighty in Agape: “‘Do I have any 
pleasure in the death of the wicked,’ declared 
the Lord God, ‘rather than that he should turn 
from his ways and live?’” (Eze 18:23). Agape is 
the power of unchanging love: “Who is a God 
like You who pardons iniquity and passes over the 
rebellious act of the remnant of His possession? 
He does not retain His anger forever, because He 
delights in unchanging love” (Micah 7:18) In the 
likeness of his Father, the maturing son “swears 
to his own hurt and does not change” (Ps 15:4). 
In the strength of his Father’s Agape “mightily 
at work within him,” a son pledges himself to 
difficult, selfish people and perseveres regardless 
of the outcome. 

Remember, Jesus carefully revealed the nature 
of His Father as One who loved both the lawless, 
self-focused prodigal and the self-righteous, self-
focused elder brother (Luke 15:11). Father is 
stretched-out in hope for both kinds of difficult 
people, mightily and faithfully persevering with 
them “in hope” until the appointed time of 
judgment. 



-125-

Therefore, do not go on passing 
judgment before the time, but wait until 
the Lord comes who will both bring to 
light the things hidden in the darkness [set 
the record straight] and disclose the motives 
of men’s hearts [self-protective beast or self-
sacrificial son?]; and then each man’s praise 
will come to him from God (1Cor 4:5). 

B. The Son’s Mighty Faithfulness
Personally, one of the foremost reasons I 

believe that Jesus is the Son of God is because, as 
a Man, He demonstrated the exact same mighty 
faithfulness of His Father towards exceedingly 
difficult people. In the crucible of predators and 
parasites, the tested Man became the proven Son.

“Jesus answered them, ‘Did I not choose 
you, the twelve, and yet one of you is a devil?’ 
Now He meant Judas…for he, one of the twelve, 
was intending to betray Him” (John 6:70). Jesus 
entrusted the corporate money purse to Judas 
knowing he was pilfering, willingly washed Judas’ 
feet along with the other eleven, “dipped his bread 
in the bowl” with him around a table of intimate 
fellowship, and even allowed Judas to betray Him 
with a kiss.

Before Jesus was scourged and crucified, the 
rulers of the Jews “vehemently accused” Him before 
Pilate, the Roman governor. The Jews renounced 
and disowned Him on this basis: “We found this 
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man misleading our nation…and saying that He 
Himself is Christ, a King.” Pilate, being a shrewd 
man, “knew that because of envy they had handed 
Him over” (Mt 27:18). As regional governor, he 
knew all too well these stubborn men would not 
be governed by any form of leadership except 
under threat of annihilation by Roman legions. 

Pilate therefore asked Jesus directly, “Are You 
the King of the Jews?” In other words, “Are You 
really willing to be the leader of this obstinate, 
self-focused people who hate You out of envy? 
Will you identify Yourself with, claim, and own 
those who disown You? Seriously, are You really 
willing to be the King of the Jews?” In Father’s 
mighty faithfulness, Jesus responded, “It is as you 
say” (Luke 23:1-3). The Jewish leaders considered 
kingship a great honor of which Jesus was grossly 
unworthy, but from the perspective of the Son of 
God, to claim these degenerate, religious predators 
as His own and to be their King, trusting Father 
to sort the “sheep and goats” later, was actually an 
act of profound humility and condescension. In 
perfected Agape, Jesus was buying for the hate-
filled Jews the hope of sonship itself, the very 
possibility and opportunity for them to receive 
Him and Father’s kingdom through Him.   

A short time later Jesus was crucified. In the 
midst of unimaginable agony, He even claimed 
His Roman crucifiers saying, “Father, forgive 
them; for they do not know what they are doing” 
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(Luke 23:34). He claimed the thief hanging 
next to Him saying, “Today you will be with me 
in Paradise” (Luke 23:43). These difficult Jews 
and Gentiles played an essential role; they were 
appointed by Father to reveal Jesus’ fully perfected, 
matured DNA, the Son’s mighty faithfulness, the 
hope of salvation, which in the test, did not fail! 

Over the course of His ministry, Jesus not 
only engaged many enemies but also endured the 
grind of His difficult friends such as mouthy, self-
confident Peter and His  other disciples, “foolish 
men and slow of heart to believe” (Luke 24:25). 
The very men whom He labored to groom as His 
witnesses to the whole world refused to believe 
Mary when she brought news of His resurrection! 
His mighty faithfulness was perfected as He wrestled 
in perseverance with the unbelief, cowardice, self-
preservation, and putrescent eros self-focus of His 
own inner circle of disciples. On several occasions 
the disciples argued about which of them was 
greatest, and Jesus had to repeatedly correct them. 
After three full years of discipleship instruction, en 
route to Jerusalem for His crucifixion they still did 
not get it! “And there also arose a dispute among 
them as to which one of them was regarded to be 
the greatest” (Luke 22:24). 

Over His own difficult disciples Jesus sighed, 
saying, “You unbelieving and perverted generation, 
how long shall I be with you? How long will I 
put up with you?” (Mt 17:17). Yet, He persevered 
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mightily in loving them. Jesus prayed to Father 
regarding these disciples saying: 

I have manifested Your name to those 
whom You gave Me out of the world; they 
were Yours and You gave them to Me…. 
While I was with them, I was keeping 
them in Your name [stewardship] which 
You have given Me; and I guarded them 
and not one of them perished but the son 
of perdition, so that the Scripture would 
be fulfilled (John 17:6-12). 

C. The Son’s Mighty Faithfulness Through You
In 1987 I helped lead an evangelism team 

throughout Indonesia. Among the 15 team-
members was an 18 year-old from a wealthy Texas 
family who was profoundly accustomed to having 
his needs met and getting his own way. Of course, 
neither of these things are remotely possible in 
itinerate missions in Asia! This young man was 
exceedingly difficult, resisting all our outreach 
initiatives and complaining relentlessly. Over 
the course of our very demanding schedule of 
travel and ministry, strange food, squatty-potties, 
malaria, etc., his anger and envy directed towards 
me in particular escalated to the point that he 
actually challenged me to a fistfight in front of 
our whole mission team! 

Team leaders had the authority to send 
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a member home if they were consistently 
jeopardizing the integrity of the outreach. O boy, 
did I want to exercise that privilege! I knew I was 
fully “justified” in doing so and would have enjoyed 
the hearty support of all the other team members. 
When I asked Father’s guidance, however, His 
answer surprised me: “Have I not shown you 
mercy? Accept him. My grace is sufficient for you.” 
Reluctantly, the team concurred and persevered 
as his behavior continued to stretch us for about 
seven additional weeks. Toward the end of the 
three-month outreach, however, the young man 
began softening dramatically and eventually came 
to me in tears of repentance saying, “Eric, thank 
you for putting up with my *#*#!”  

My faithful Mentor mightily reinforced His 
lesson in me when I received news just a few 
months later that the young man was diagnosed 
with an aggressive cancer shortly after returning 
home to Texas and had already died! The family 
wanted me to know their son met the Lord in 
Indonesia and was radically changed; those three 
months prepared him to go Home in peace. I 
awakened to the fact I am just like the Grinch Who 
Stole Christmas, my heart is “three sizes too small!” 
I saw how easily my own relational comfort-zones 
can thwart the mercies of God being poured out 
through me to those hurting, alienated children 
whom He loves. Hurt people hurt people. 

I also saw Jesus more clearly: the well-
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pleasing, gracious Son and the friend of sinners; 
I worshipped Him and wanted to exchange my 
wretched life of eros calculation for His Life of 
limitless Agape. “A man’s discretion makes him 
slow to anger [DNA], and it is his glory [the Son’s 
glory in him] to overlook a transgression [forgive 
7x70]” (Pro 19:11). 

It delights Father when you deny your eros 
“giant” called remain undisturbed and engage 
difficult people by faith that the might of His 
Agape faithfulness at work in you is greater than the 
bastions of eros deeply rooted in these potential 
sons. I do not mean “triumphalism,” that is, 
expecting Agape to change the person in a coercive, 
man-conscious focus, rather true Father-conscious 
“triumph”—allowing the Son’s graciousness to 
prevail in me regardless of the outcome in the 
difficult person. Love difficult people for Father 
as the Son does. Father is delighted when you 
believe His Agape working in and through you is 
more than sufficient to endure any and all beastly 
behavior. Andrew Murray wrote: 

 
We must love each other intensely, or the 
Spirit of God cannot do His work. We 
talk about grieving the Spirit of God by 
worldliness and ritualism, formality, error 
and indifference; but the one thing about 
everything that grieves God’s Spirit is this 
want of love. True love [Agape] is large 
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enough to take in all God’s children, 
the most unloving and unlovable and 
unworthy and unbearable and trying. 
Our vow of absolute surrender must mean 
absolute surrender to the divine love 
to fill us; to be servants of love; to love 
every child of God around us…. What is 
the baptism of fire? I know of no fire like 
the fire of God—the fire of everlasting 
love, the consumed sacrifice on Calvary. 
Lord, let that love flow down from heaven 
into my heart…. Love is a fire that 
burns through every difficulty (Andrew 
Murray, Absolute Surrender, p 91).   

Though you and I were exceedingly difficult, 
Jesus, “the Son of Man,” identified with us and 
claimed us in hope, securing for us the possibility 
of adoption. “For both He [the Son] who sanctifies 
and those who are sanctified [a process] are all 
from one Father; for which reason He is not 
ashamed to call us brothers [though we continue 
to be difficult]” (Heb 2:11). God expected Moses 
to share in His burden of suffering caused by the 
beastly behavior of His difficult, slave-minded 
people Israel, to identify himself with them, and 
to share them with God. God spoke to Ezekiel of 
His difficult people saying, “Son of man [one I 
have called to identify with our difficult people], 
your brothers, your relatives, your fellow exiles 
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and the whole house of Israel…” (Ezek 11:15). 
Though Ezekiel did not share in their rebellion, 
he was expected to claim them as his own in joint 
responsibility with God. As Father’s child, you also 
do not get to pick and choose who your brothers 
and sisters are; even the difficult ones are yours.  

Nebuchadnezzar, the Babylonian king, was a 
tyrannical egotist. Though he was unmanageable 
and the cause of Daniel’s exile from his homeland, 
the young prophet recognized that this pagan 
king was God’s appointed servant and developed 
a genuine affection for him (Dan 4:19). Through 
Daniel, Nebuchadnezzar met God (Dan 4:34).  
Also consider difficult Jonah sent by God to the 
difficult inhabitants of the Assyrian capital of 
Nineveh; they repented while he remained lodged 
in stubbornness.

A marvelous progression of merciful Agape 
is seen in the life of Paul, aka Saul of Tarsus, a 
difficult Pharisee. Jesus appeared to him saying, 
“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” (Acts 
8:4). Shortly thereafter, the Lord spoke to Ananias 
to go and receive this newly converted man, still 
blind from the “light from heaven.” Ananias 
reluctantly answered, “Lord, I have heard from 
many about this [difficult] man, how much harm 
he did to Your saints….” Nevertheless, God said 
“Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine…” 
(Acts 8:13, 15). Barnabas also accepted Saul when 
no one else would trust him (Act 9:27). Saul’s 
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radical conversion was marked by a new name, 
Paul; what Jesus sowed into Saul through Ananias 
and Barnabas was reaped in regenerated Paul who 
said: 

For I could wish that I myself were 
accursed, separated from Christ for the 
sake of my brethren [those difficult ones who 
are beating, stoning and disowning me], my 
kinsmen according to the flesh, who are 
Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption 
as sons [Agape hope moved Paul to identify 
himself with his beastly people and secure 
all opportunities for them to become sons at 
great personal cost]… (Ro 9:1-4).  

Father delights in His gracious Son who is slow 
to offense and quick to forgive, who champions 
the hope of sonship even for the vilest offenders. 
He despises self-righteous fault-finding—when 
you calculate and magnify the weaknesses, errors, 
and violations of difficult people with a critical 
eye and an unbridled tongue. Father’s glorious, 
unchanging Agape manifested through His Son, 
and now through His Son in you, consists in this: 
in mighty faithfulness and hope, to afford a difficult 
person the opportunity of sonship by forgiving, 
absorbing, and covering the “nakedness” of their 
beastly behavior.

Pray: Son of God, I am a difficult person, 
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yet I am Yours. May your Agape prevail over my 
self-preserving instinct to remain undisturbed 
by difficult people. You are worthy to reveal 
Your unchanging love to predators and parasites 
through me that they may feel the warmth of Your 
Life in me and have every opportunity to receive 
You. 

To learn more about how to Love Difficult 
People, read Lifechangers Plumbline entitled, 
Sonship Keeps Lifting Me.

39. Priestly Peace-Making 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall 
be called [become evident, be recognized as] sons of 
God” (Mt 5:9).   

One year prior to my experience in Indonesia 
mentioned above, I participated in a three-month 
evangelism team to Taiwan, the Philippines, and 
my first trip to Indonesia. In those days, I suffered 
some open wounds from my own foolish choices 
as well as from years spent on the front lines of 
the Charismatic movement as Bob Mumford’s 
son. Disillusionment, rejection, and a strange 
type of “inoculation” against Jesus’ restorative 
power from “over-exposure” to kingdom teaching 
had made me a very complicated, tortured, and 
difficult young man. I was alienated within myself 
and estranged from the body of Christ. Father 
sovereignly appointed a young New Zealander 
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named Roger Hayward, a broken man and a 
beloved, peacemaking son, to be my team-mate.

Roger was allergic to water on his skin; he 
bathed by sponging his skin in small sections 
and immediately drying off otherwise a rash 
would develop. He could not swim. Traveling 
throughout the hot, humid nations of south-east 
Asia in aggressive evangelism made that a very 
miserable condition. Watching him accept that 
suffering graciously day after day convinced me 
that he was a genuine kingdom son. Though I was 
complicated and difficult and could out-talk most 
anyone theologically to insulate myself, the Son 
of God dwelling in Roger was burdened to reach 
me with peace. 

Roger was my friend when it was not easy to 
be my friend, and I knew that he prayed for me. 
He wrote out for me the whole book of 1Timothy 
on notebook paper. I had received many notes 
and cards with Bible references, but no one had 
ever written out a whole book for me before! As 
I read Paul’s letter to his beloved son Timothy, 
written in Roger’s own hand-writing, it reached 
me effectually. It was an antidote I had never 
taken, of which I was not inoculated or resistant. 
The seed of the kingdom lying dormant within 
me was quickened with resurrection Life! 

Later, while traveling on a cargo ship in 
Indonesia for three days, Roger developed very 
serious malaria. There was no doctor and no 
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medicines on board. I shared a very tiny cabin with 
him the length of two beds with about eighteen 
inches between the beds. Roger’s fever and 
dementia worsened, and while the team prayed 
I wrapped his head, arms, legs, and chest with 
wet cloths. In the middle of the night, he shook 
violently and was completely incoherent. Then, 
a stillness, ashen complexion, and very shallow 
breathing followed; I sensed death was near. 

In helplessness, I squeezed down on the floor 
between the beds and wept bitterly. My soul was 
stretched open as I prayed, “O Father, do not take 
Roger! Take me, take me instead!” My kingdom 
of self was violently shaken. Roger was the first 
person I ever loved more than myself because 
the Son of God was in him. The earnest desire to 
exchange my life for his was the first act I had ever 
taken against my own eros self-preservation. I was 
no longer #1! I knew the delightful Son through 
Roger and esteemed His well-pleasing life far 
dearer than my own wretched one. 

Through that traumatic experience, I began to 
be set free from self-love and to risk my affections 
both toward Father and His other children. 
Though I was “still a long way off,” from that day 
I was Homeward bound! The peacemaking Son of 
God who forfeited His life, reaching through His 
peacemaking son Roger who had “lost his life” to 
Him, reconciled me to peace. Mercifully, Roger 
lived and we carried his frail body off that ship. 
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That was 1986, and he is still manifesting the Life 
of the Son as a missionary today.       

Behold, how good and how pleasant 
[delightful] it is for brothers [Father’s 
adopted kids] to dwell together in unity 
[oneness in Father’s Family]! It is like 
precious oil [Holy Spirit] upon the head 
[Christ] coming down upon the beard 
[saturation, abundance], even Aaron’s 
beard [type of royal priest-sons] coming 
down upon the edges of his robes. It is like 
the dew [Father’s Presence] of Hermon [a 
waterless, barren wilderness] coming down 
upon the mountains of Zion [kingdom 
of Father-conscious priests: sole basis of 
oneness], for there the Lord commanded 
the blessing [inheritance]—life forever 
(Psalm 133).

With their Elder Brother, peacemakers seek 
to build a nest of rest for Father, a relational 
oneness in Father’s Family of adopted children 
amongst whom He chooses to dwell. Peace is the 
kingdom atmosphere generated by mature sons 
and daughters who continue to let the Son prevail 
through their own self-sacrificial allegiance to 
Him.

For where jealousy and selfish ambition 
exist, there is disorder and every evil 
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thing. But the wisdom from above is first 
pure [eros-free], then peaceable, gentle, 
reasonable [lit. willing to yield], full 
of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, 
without hypocrisy. And the seed [God-
likeness, DNA] whose fruit is righteousness 
[Agape] is sown in peace by those who 
make peace [peacemakers are regenerated 
sons of God] (James 3:16-18).

The one who has made peace with Jesus 
by losing his own life to Him becomes Father’s 
peacemaker among beastly believers. The Son 
of God within him labors to preserve unity 
among immature children caught in divisiveness 
and factions that Father might be delighted by 
peaceable oneness in His Family. That son of the 
kingdom is willing to be “defrauded” of things 
dear to him rather than jeopardize the priceless 
hope of oneness among Father’s willful children 
(1Cor 6:7-8). Reading between the lines of this 
exhortation, we see Paul’s own personal testimony 
of formation as a peacemaker in the likeness of 
the Son:

Let love be without hypocrisy [tested-
proven sonship]…. Be devoted to one 
another in brotherly love; give preference 
to one another in honor; not lagging 
behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, 
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serving the Lord [by absorbing the beastly 
behavior of others]; rejoicing in hope 
[of their completed sonship, and yours], 
persevering in tribulation [peace comes by 
enduring much war]…. Bless those who 
persecute you; bless and do not curse. 
Rejoice with those who rejoice and weep 
with those who weep [identify with and 
claim Father’s difficult kids]. 

Be of the same mind toward one another; 
do not be haughty in mind, but associate 
with the lowly [champion equality]. Do not 
be wise in your own estimation [beastly 
believers react to pride and will not listen 
to you]. Never pay back evil for evil to 
anyone. Respect what is right in the sight 
of all men. If possible, so far as it depends 
on you, be at peace with all men. Never 
take your own revenge, beloved [blessed, 
peacemaking son], but leave room for 
the wrath of God [trust Father’s ultimate 
justice]. Do not be overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil [eros] with good [Agape] 
(Ro 12:9-21). 
 
The Prince of Peace matured in you as His 

peacemaker will be recognized by both sides 
of a beastly contention. His self-sacrificial Life 
prevailing in you uniquely qualifies you to serve 
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Him as a steward of His mediation between selfish 
brothers. In brokenness you will gladly absorb 
and neutralize contention and reconcile offended 
brothers as a delightful offering to Father. Do not 
miss the progressive lesson of Jesus’ beatitudes: the 
emigrant enters the kingdom through “poverty of 
spirit” (brokenness) and his journey culminates as 
a “peacemaker” (Mt 5). 

Pray: Prince of Peace, You are worthy to reign 
in me; reconcile Father’s children both to Him 
and to one another through me. 

40. Worldwide Hospitality

As the delightful Son prevails in you, that 
is, you are yielding to His Life and denying your 
own more consistently, His affections abiding 
within your heart begin to incrementally stretch 
and expand your capacity to love and receive 
people. This may begin among your own inner 
circle of family and friends, but then that circle 
of affection progressively widens to include the 
disadvantaged who have no means of repaying you 
and eventually encompasses really difficult people 
who will intentionally exploit you. Ultimately, 
however, Father’s Agape for the whole world 
contained in the “seed” of the Life of His Son 
growing within you captures your affections. In 
the maturing likeness of your Elder Brother, you 
find yourself “stretching to the laces,” becoming 
“a priest to the world.” 
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A. World-inclusive Agape
My adopted Ukrainian son Misha (Mē-sha) 

serves Father with us in Uganda. The Lord spoke 
to this son and to our family that he was called 
to be intentionally and intensively mentored by 
me, his “steward-father,” in the Scriptures, in the 
ways of the kingdom, and in my own priestly 
calling to Father. Misha (22) has been enrolled in 
this sovereignly-appointed “university” about four 
years now. Recently, this emigrant, kingdom son 
spent three months alone in his former country 
of Ukraine overseeing legal matters for us there. 
He redeemed those lonely days teaching his 
Grandpa Bob’s lessons on the Agape paradigm 
and my themes from Emigrating to the Kingdom 
in churches, Bible studies, prisons, military 
assemblies, orphanages, etc.

During this time of solitude, Misha was 
also devotionally “ingesting” my book, Royal 
Priesthood, which I wrote while he sat in the 
presence of the Lord with me in Uganda! One day a 
woman whom he did not know came to the house 
in Ukraine; she was a prophetess. When Misha 
opened the door, the woman simply said, “You 
are called to be a priest to the world.” Overcome 
by the Spirit and in tears, Misha asked her, “Do 
you know me?” She answered, “No.” He asked, 
“How did you find me?” She replied, “The Lord 
told me to come to this big yellow house and give 
this message to the man there.” Then she left.   
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This prophetic word was not just an affirmation 
of Misha’s vocational inheritance in the calling 
of his Grandpa and me, but also a promise that 
Father would finish the work He began in him and 
that He would cultivate the “seed” of His Agape 
within Misha to full, world-inclusive maturity. 
The wealth of enlarged intimacy this son shares 
with Father in Godward priesthood is urging 
him generously manward, even to carry Father’s 
weighty burden for all the nations.

When Solomon dedicated the temple, he 
prayed: “that He may maintain the cause of His 
people Israel, as each day requires, [a testimony] so 
that all the peoples of the earth may know that 
the Lord is God; there is no one else” (1Ki 8:59-
60). Grievously, Israel lost sight of its mandate, 
which was not to be exclusive in religious self-
importance and self-focused in religious duty 
but rather to be a light and witness, to carry the 
inclusive testimony of the living God to the whole 
earth. Mercifully, the delightful Son Jesus fulfilled 
what Israel failed to be and to do. In Psalm 2, 
the Son of God spoke through David’s prophetic 
priesthood: 

He [Father] said to Me, “You are My 
[delightful] Son, today I have begotten 
You. Ask of Me [share in My Agape affection 
for the world], and I will surely give the 
nations as Your inheritance, and the very 
ends of the earth as Your possession.” 
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Knowing it would cost His own life in untold 
agony, the self-sacrificial Son willingly joined 
Father in the enormity of world-inclusive Agape. 
In this shared love, not under a coercive mandate 
but in joyful obedience, He allowed Father to 
send Him into the midst of a predatory, parasitic 
world and willingly laid down His life of His own 
accord: 

For God so loved the world, that He 
gave His only begotten [lit. unique, one 
of a kind] Son, that whoever believes in 
Him shall not perish, but have eternal life 
[Father’s DNA]. For God did not send the 
Son into the world to judge the world, but 
that the world might be saved through 
Him (John 3:16-17).

And He Himself is the propitiation [legal 
satisfaction] for our sins; and not for ours 
only, but also for those of the whole 
world [Son shared Father’s limitless Agape 
capacity] (1John 2:2).

Jesus said, “I AM the Light of the world; 
he who follows Me [emigrates with Me 
to Father] will not walk in darkness 
[degenerate, beastly heredity], but will 
have the Light of life [Father’s regenerative 
DNA]” (John 8:12).
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As Jesus’ little brother or sister, if you 
are willing to be progressively regenerated or 
“naturalized” into His Life, Father’s love for 
all His lost and alienated children will begin to 
consume you, compelling you to take the message 
of adoption and regeneration to the ends of the 
earth. Maturing in Father-consciousness, His 
vision becomes yours--to see all tribes, tongues, 
peoples, and nations unified in one Family, “one 
new man” in one kingdom, a kingdom of priests 
through whom the Son delights Father. Your Elder 
Brother says to you: “Go into all the world [just 
like I did] and preach the gospel [of our inclusive 
kingdom Family] to all creation” (Mark 16:15). 

B. World-inclusive Hospitality  
In our deficient, grossly limited relational 

capacity, we exclude people both consciously and 
unconsciously. The Father and Son in their infinite 
Agape capacity are radically inclusive: 

Taking the disciples with Him, Jesus 
withdrew by Himself [to minister to Father, 
rest in Him]…but the crowds were aware 
of this and followed Him; and welcoming 
them [inclusive, self-sacrificial reception], 
He began speaking to them about the 
kingdom of God and curing those who 
had need of healing [generosity]. Now the 
day was ending, and the twelve [disciples] 
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came and said to Him, “Send the crowd 
away [5000 men plus women and children; 
the size of this multitude represents the 
bottomless need of the whole world] that they 
may go…and get something to eat [i.e. 
exclude them, “they are not our problem”].” 
…But Jesus said to them, “You give them 
something to eat! [include them!]”…Then 
He took the five loaves and the two fish…
and kept giving them to the disciples to 
set before the people. And they all ate 
and were satisfied [the Life of the Son is 
more than adequate for the whole world]… 
(Luke 9:10-17).    

One dimension and expression of generosity 
[Agape DNA] that particularly delights Father is 
hospitality, opening your home, and therefore 
your affections, to those whom He would choose 
to receive. The Son Himself is Father’s very Home 
which He freely opened to you while you were still 
a difficult, ungrateful sinner. Now, Father seeks to 
open His Home, His Son located within you, to 
the world. Jesus testified that He was homeless, 
having “nowhere to lay His head” (Mt 8:20), yet 
He Himself was a Home, not made of bricks but 
in His own Person Father resided in delightful 
rest. Into this warm, secure relational dwelling of 
His own Person, He received orphaned, homeless 
children into Father’s company. Jesus left His home 
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in heaven to extend this relational hospitality. “If 
anyone loves Me, he will keep My word [cherish 
the seed of My DNA in him]; and My father will 
love him, and We will come into him and make 
Our abode with him” (John 14:23).

C. Hospitality is the fundamental activity of 
the kingdom of God:

Jesus was saying, “What is the kingdom 
of God like and to what shall I compare 
it? It is like a mustard seed [of a wild, 
unpredictable shrub], which a man took [in 
risk and spontaneity] and threw into his 
own garden [private, undisturbed space]; 
and it grew and became a tree [in the midst 
of the life of that man], and the birds of 
the air [of every wing: race, walk of life] 
nested in its branches [took up relational 
“residence” in that man] (Luke 13:18-19).

The kingdom is purely relational and seriously 
disturbs man’s selfish center and comfort zones. 
“Do you not know that…you are not your own? 
For you [“real estate”] have been bought with a 
price” (1Cor 6:19). Oswald Chambers opens this 
verse:

There is no such thing as a private life—
“a world within a world”—for a man or 
woman who is brought into fellowship 
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with Jesus Christ’s sufferings. God breaks 
up the private life of His saints, and makes 
it a thoroughfare for the world on the 
one hand and for Himself on the other. 
No human being can stand that unless he 
is identified with Jesus Christ. We are not 
sanctified for ourselves, we are called into 
the fellowship of the Gospel (My Utmost, 
Nov 1). 

The exclusive, self-conscious, protected private 
life of a son of the kingdom diminishes in direct 
proportion to the inclusive, self-sacrificial Son 
maturing in him. Incrementally, Father makes 
His House located within that son or daughter, 
purchased for Him, a thoroughfare for the world 
that He loves. To what home can Father bring 
these lost and orphaned children, except to the 
home of His Son in you? This inclusive dynamic 
of kingdom hospitality is the very essence and 
function of Jesus: Immanuel, “God with us.” 
This is where the seed of the delightful Life of the 
Son ultimately leads if He is yielded to, properly 
cultivated, and prevailing in you. 

Because the world is entirely populated 
by Fatherless orphans, the essential strategy of 
evangelism is opening your physical and relational 
home. You receive them into your “nest of rest” 
with Father that they may also discover Him. To 
delight Father, consecrate the “real estate” of your 
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own person, which Jesus purchased as a sanctuary 
not only for Father but also for His lost sons and 
daughters whom He is drawing into His arms, 
your arms. Church services are not a substitute 
for the vulnerable “home” of your friendship and 
affection where permanent Agape transformations 
really take place. As a delightful son, you must see 
all that you are and all that you have (house, family, 
food, money, vehicles, time, recreation, both fixed 
and liquid assets) as resources dedicated to your 
Father’s mandate of world-inclusive hospitality. 
This is a real labor, the Son’s fruitful labor, an 
eternal, unshakable investment in delighting 
Father.  

Paul, who carried Jesus’ love for the nations in 
his core, taught: “Let love be without hypocrisy…
be devoted to prayer [Godward priesthood], 
practicing [lit. pursuing] hospitality [manward 
priesthood]…associate with the lowly” (Ro 12:9-
16). To “practice and pursue” hospitality suggests 
intentionality, seeking people to invite, not just 
acquiescing when called upon. Clearly, generous, 
intentional hospitality without hypocrisy is 
divine, the work of God, only possible by allowing 
the Son’s Agape to stretch your capacity in the 
generous, inclusive likeness of your Father. 

“Be hospitable to one another without 
complaint” (1Pet 4:9). Remember, complaining 
means “to lodge,” an unwillingness to be moved. 
Do not become so “lodged” in your own private 
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“me-space” that you inadvertently permit your 
own eros “giant” remain undisturbed to turn away 
the guests Father has invited into His’ own house 
purchased within you. Jesus told an elaborate 
parable of a man giving a big dinner to illustrate 
the hospitable, generous nature of His Father and 
the self-focused, ungrateful nature of man. The 
man had “invited many,” but when the feast was 
ready and those whom he invited were called, 
each of them “began to make excuses.” The man 
became angry and informed his servants of his 
radically revised guest list: 

“Go out at once into the streets and lanes 
and bring in here the poor and crippled 
and blind and lame.” And the slave replied, 
“Master what you have commanded has 
been done, and still there is room.” And 
the master said to the slave, “Go out into 
the highways and along the hedges, and 
compel them to come in, so that my 
house may be filled [Father’s inclusive, 
big-family dream]” (Luke 14:21-23).

D. Father’s Hospital

Jesus went out and noticed a tax 
collector named Levi [Matthew] sitting 
in the tax booth [an eros prison], and 
He said to him, “Follow Me.” And he 
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left everything behind and got up and 
began to follow Him [emigrating]. And 
Levi gave a big reception for Jesus in his 
house [opportunity for others to see Doctor 
Jesus]; and there was a great crowd of tax 
collectors and other people reclining at 
the table with them. The Pharisees and 
their scribes began grumbling at His 
disciples, saying, “Why do you eat with 
tax collectors and sinners?” And Jesus said 
to them, “It is not those who are well who 
need a physician [hospital-ity], but those 
who are sick” (Luke 5:27-31). 

Hospital-ity means facilitating a hospital in 
which the Physician, who is even now effectively 
curing you, can also touch and heal other sick 
and “unworthy” people whom He loves. Since 
the only way to receive and keep Agape is to give 
it to others, facilitating this hospital is your own 
cure! Father’s sons and daughters whom He has 
sovereignly placed all over the world are called to 
facilitate, in concert with one another, Father’s 
global hospital. Mankind, whom Father loves, has 
a terminal, co-genitive sickness called eros; they 
are rotting from the inside out with an implosive 
degeneration. Alienated from the “eternal Life” 
(DNA) of God, they will die without hope. 
Knowing the only antidote and therapy both for 
others and for ourselves exists in this hospital, we 
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bring people near to Jesus and offer them exposure 
to His Life in us—hospital-ity.

“Do I have any pleasure in the death 
of the wicked,” declares the Lord God, 
“rather than that he should turn from his 
ways and live? ...For I have no pleasure 
in the death of anyone who dies,” declares 
the Lord God. “Therefore [come into 
the hospital-ity of My sons and daughters] 
repent and live.” (Ezek 18:23, 32). 

Now all the tax-collectors and sinners were 
coming near to Him to listen to Him. 
Both the Pharisees and the scribes began 
to grumble, saying, “This man receives 
sinners and eats with them [hospitality].” 
So He told them this parable… “I have 
found my sheep which was lost! …There 
will be more joy [delight] in heaven over 
one sinner who repents than over the 
ninety-nine righteous persons who need 
no repentance…lost coin (v 8-10)…lost 
son” (Luke 15).

E. Discipling Lost Sinners
Our Elder Brother imparted to us His own 

global commission: “Go, make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them…teaching them…” (Mt 
28:19). Have we got these backwards? Commonly, 
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the church first indoctrinates a man with their 
teaching, then coerces him by social pressure 
to be “baptized” into their “membership,” and 
finally calls him “a disciple,” which really means 
proselyte or “son of the system.”

However, Jesus “disciples” a man first, which 
simply means, “Follow Me in relationship and 
friendship; let’s hang out.” As that sinner touches 
the Life in Him by sustained relational proximity 
and exposure and basks in the unconditional 
acceptance of His Agape, he is afforded the 
necessary time to understand that His Life comes 
at a cost, the forfeiture of his own life. Then, the 
man hears Jesus say, “Follow Me into death; 
identify with Me in baptism.” Counting the 
Son’s Life far dearer than his own because of that 
affectionate Agape relationship, he enters the grave 
of baptism volitionally. “Jesus… was spending 
time with them [hospitality] and baptizing” (John 
3:22). Lastly, on the “other side of the cross,” your 
Elder Brother says, “Follow Me into resurrection 
Life: I will teach you delightful sonship, instruct 
you in kingdom citizenship, and mentor you in 
vocational priesthood.”

The church, in its unreformed state, typically 
does not “spend time with” anyone who is 
not already an indoctrinated candidate for 
“membership,” since it is counterproductive to 
church growth to expend relational resources 
toward one who does not evidence a probability 
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of furthering the church’s own interests. Jesus 
intends for His organic church to disciple Father’s 
lost children into His kingdom relationally, not 
organizationally, since it is the sick, not the healthy, 
which need a Physician and hospital-ity.

F. Hospitality is the Son’s Objective Measure 
of Agape

“Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for by this some have entertained 
angels without knowing it” (Heb 13:2). Does 
Father dispatch angels to us disguised as needy, 
difficult people to test the presence or absence 
of His inclusive nature in us and the measure or 
extent of that Agape? Though He already knows 
the answer, is He trying to determine, for our 
sakes, whether we are self-preserving orphans or 
generous sons? In each of the New Testament lists 
of qualifications for a church elder, “hospitable” is 
always mentioned (1Tim 3:2; Titus 1:8), since this 
is an essential aspect of godliness (God-likeness), 
Agape generosity.  

Jesus said: “When you give a luncheon 
or a dinner [kingdom hospitality], do not 
invite your friends or your brothers or 
your relatives or rich neighbors, otherwise 
they may also invite you in return and that 
will be your repayment [eros payoff]. But 
when you give a reception [opportunity for 
others to see Doctor Jesus], invite the poor, 
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the crippled, the lame, the blind, [Agape 
attributes value to the unwanted “world”] 
and you will be blessed [as a son acting 
in the likeness of his Father], since they do 
not have the means to repay you; for you 
will be repaid at the resurrection of the 
righteous [among other compensations, paid 
in the “currency” of the glory of Father’s own 
compassionate, inclusive nature perfected in 
you]” (Luke 14:12-14).

In her book, Making Room: Recovering 
Hospitality as a Christian Tradition, Christine 
Pohl, identifies the rare, Agape distinctive of true, 
kingdom hospitality [bracketed portions are mine]:

God’s guest list includes a disconcerting 
number of poor and broken people, those 
who appear to bring little to any gathering 
except their need. The distinctive quality 
of Christian hospitality is that it offers a 
generous welcome to the “least,” without 
concern for advantage or benefit to the host 
[no eros payoff]. Such hospitality reflects 
God’s greater hospitality that welcomes 
the undeserving, provides the lonely with 
a home, and sets a banquet table for the 
hungry. This kind of hospitality is not 
possible unless those who offer it are deeply 
aware of their own needs [poverty of spirit], 
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frailties [brokenness] and dependence on 
others: “I’m not here because I am helping 
them. I’m here because we are helping 
each other.” (Making Room: Recovering 
Hospitality as a Christian Tradition, 
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999, p. 16).

 
While inching along in the heavy traffic 

of Uganda’s capital, I often listen to Keith 
Green’s music. Not only the lyrics, but the life 
of this Father-conscious priest-son, reveal all 40 
delightful aspects of Jesus that I have introduced 
in this trilogy. Keith was not perfect, but the 
Life of the Son in him was real. My Dad used 
to preach at “Jesus festivals” where this radical 
kingdom emigrant ministered in song. Though 
Keith went to be with the Lord over 25 years ago, 
his music continues to impart the Spirit of the 
timeless Son. 

Keith and Melody Green practiced intentional 
and radical hospitality. They received into 
their own home and hearts many single moms, 
people who lost their jobs, and others who found 
themselves outcast. Once their own home was 
filled to capacity, they rented the house next 
door, and then purchased several other homes in 
the neighborhood to receive those whom Father 
was drawing to the heat of His affection in them. 
The testimony of Jesus manifested in the Greens 
reminds us: do not merely speak or sing the gospel 
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but live it in such a way that makes it easy for 
people to believe and be regenerated. Let Father-
less, alienated, and marginalized people taste of 
Family Life in relational proximity—this is the 
ministry of Jesus. 

I often wonder how, in the midst of worldwide 
music tours and operating Last Days Ministries, 
which sent out regular publications, Keith and 
Melody managed to pour themselves out in this 
way, facilitating such hospitality! Gradually, I 
am discovering the answer to this; I am greatly 
amazed and encouraged about the capability of 
the Son of Agape through me. In the strength 
of the Life of Jesus in me (and the aid of my 
Spirit-filled, red-headed wife), I am able to give 
oversight to Lifechangers, care for my parents, and 
teach Learning Centers in the U.S. On whatever 
continent I am on, the Son in me keeps my first 
priority of daily ministering as a priest to Father 
excavating, arranging, and putting into print the 
kingdom treasures out of that sanctuary with 
Him, and still the boundless Son in me is able to 
function as a steward-father to 17 children whom 
we now have living in our home as our own sons 
and daughters. 

In addition to the stewardship of these 
immediate things, the Son in us is able to stretch 
us yet wider facilitating Father’s hospital for 
many others even in this midst of the demands 
of Uganda, a third-world nation: receiving interns 
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and medical and educational teams, conducting 
bi-monthly teaching events, and launching micro-
businesses for widows. In ourselves we could 
never do it, but the Son in us is actually doing 
it! It is truly remarkable what the resurrected 
Son can accomplish through an imperfectly 
broken, imperfectly yielded life in which He is 
prevailing. The expansive, stretched-out Life of the 
inclusive Son manifested through your dependent 
availability is a profound delight to Father.  

G. May the Kingdom of Heaven Come on 
Earth! 

In My Father’s house [an infinite, world-
inclusive realm] are many dwelling places 
[Home large enough for all who come to 
Me]; if it were not so I would have told 
you [you know Me well enough to believe 
I would not lead you to a mirage]; for I go 
to prepare a place for you [hospitality]. 
If I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and receive you to Myself, 
that where I AM [in a relational, familial 
nest of rest with Father] there you may be 
also (John 14:2-3).
  
Jesus taught His disciples to pray as stretched-

out emigrants: “Our Father who is in heaven…
Your kingdom come; Your will [big-family dream] 
be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Mt 6:9-10). 
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The kingdom of heaven is a Family of adopted 
children brought to a Father into His prepared 
Home. As emigrant sons and daughters moving 
in that kingdom and toward that kingdom, you 
and I are called to bring that Home on the earth 
now as it is in heaven through world-inclusive 
hospitality. 

Though the Son’s heavenly hospitality 
expressed here on earth through our flawed lives 
is inadequate and fractional, it is real; it is the 
same kingdom! Hospitality is a prophetic sign, 
a foretaste, and a substantial advance (down-
payment) on the full inheritance of the fulfilled 
kingdom Family. As emigrants stretched-out 
in hope, we reveal our present kingdom Family 
and Home yet to come in fullness through our 
practical lives.

Pray: Father, You freely opened the Home 
of Your Son to me; now, in reciprocal Agape, 
I intentionally open that Home within me, 
welcoming anyone whom You would choose to 
bring near to Yourself. Set up Your hospital in 
me.

    
Conclusion

Remember, these 40 delightful aspects 
of the well-pleasing Son are by no means a 
comprehensive list! Father is already cultivating in 
me several others, two of which I will open soon 
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as Lifechangers Plumblines: Reason—the mind of 
Christ that reasons like Father and Stewardship—
“The Father loves the Son and has given all things 
into His hand” (John 3:35). 

The overall purpose of this Delighting Father 
trilogy was not to enumerate these 40 things, 
but to awaken you as a Father-conscious pearl-
seeker that you would discover, cherish, and 
“string” by practice the “pearls” of the Son who 
lives within you. May the Spirit of God unearth 
more of the “unfathomable riches of Christ” 
(Eph 3:8) in you through the Scriptures and 
the sovereign “laboratories” of your life!  May 
the Spirit cultivate in you the well-pleasing Son 
by any and all necessary means that you might 
know the unspeakable joy of Delighting Father!
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