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Things That Matter:
Living Fully Human

By Bob Mumford
Most of you will have read the first installment 

of “Things That Matter.” If you haven’t, I would 
suggest obtaining a copy from Lifechangers in order 
to track with the flow of where we are heading. 
However, if you desire to plunge ahead into this 
edition, I will give a brief overview of what we 
have discovered thus far in the previous Plumbline. 
It will condense the essential points and help focus 
your understanding on what I believe is critical for 
us to embrace as we face the challenges ahead. 

Part One: Recap and Review
Our overall theme was succinctly stated by 

Dwight L. Moody, the great 19th century evangelist 
and author, “Our greatest fear should not be of 
failure, but of succeeding at something that doesn’t 
really matter.” In Part I, my desire was to focus us 
on God’s “end game,” what matters to Him in His 
ultimate goal for human history. We are not called 
to be passive spectators waiting for Jesus to return 
and fix things. There is human responsibility in 
God’s plan and purpose for the times in which we 
are living. It is not merely surviving until the end. 
What really matters is aligning ourselves with Him 
and co-laboring toward His ultimate purpose.
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I introduced six realities that I believe are more 
than concepts or principles. They are modes of 
living and being that were modeled by Christ in 
His incarnation.  I have added a seventh, which has 
been unfolding to me as exceedingly important as 
we move inexorably toward the consummation of 
Father’s desire. They are:

1. Discover and embrace the purpose God had in 
mind for you when He personally engaged you. 

2. Begin to intentionally reside and abide in the 
living room. 

3. Embrace Agape1 as the only feasible absolute. 
Agape is God’s governing force. 

4. Yoke yourself with Christ in authentic altruism. 
5. Hold family as the foundational rock of society 

on earth. 
6. Join Christ, as a participant, in giving the world 

its Father back.
7. Enter and enjoy friendship with the family of 

Father, Son, and Spirit. 

In part one, we explored the first three of these 
realities:

Discover and embrace God’s revealed purpose 
for history

If we can “back the camera up” and take hold 
of the vast panorama of God’s eternal purposes, 
1 Agape: The Greek word in the New Testament, translated “love”, 
which expresses the unconditional love for us, the world and all 
creation. 



~ 5 ~

the particulars of God’s interaction with mankind 
throughout history begin to come together. It started 
with God in a garden on the earth with the first 
pair. Everything was good and “very good.” In 
the end, God will again be in a garden on the earth 
with all humanity, and it will again be, very good! 
What happens in between is the epic drama woven 
through the lives of men and women whom we have 
been called to join.

For much of the church’s recent history, she has 
misrepresented the Gospel as revealed in the New 
Testament. Often the main focus of evangelism and 
preaching has been getting into Heaven and not 
going to Hell. The Gospel of Jesus dying on the 
cross so we may be forgiven and go to heaven is not 
wrong; however, it has been inadequate. It presents 
us with a false center.

When humanity chose to separate creation 
from the creator, the family was broken. Creation, 
including all mankind, came under the curse of 
corruption and the bondage of sin. A pantheon of 
lesser gods began to exercise control in the earth 
enslaving the children of Adam. 

God the Father, however, invaded the occupied 
territory through the incarnate Christ who began 
to destroy the bondage of the dark kingdom. He 
revealed the goodness of the Father, brought 
freedom to mankind from the slavery of corruption, 
and proclaimed the arrival of God’s Kingdom. 
Through His death and resurrection He broke the 
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power of death and received “all authority in heaven 
and on earth.” 

Through His resurrection, the Spirit of Christ 
has been made available incarnationally to the 
assembly of God’s people. Kingdom reality is being 
birthed in us. Heaven is invading earth through us: 
a new man, a new creation, a new heaven, a new 
earth. We are called and predestined to be the third 
incarnation of God’s presence and person in earth. 
We have been given the authority and the power to 
carry the message and mission of Jesus into all the 
world. The Father is working to conform us to the 
image of His Son in order that we might manifest 
His Person in the same manner Jesus did. This is 
how the Kingdom is to work! We need to be about 
the business of bringing heaven back to earth.

Begin to intentionally reside in the “living room” 
of reality.
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This graphic represents three levels, or modes, of 
human responses to life. Our goal is to learn to dwell 
in the living room where our identity is healthy and 
real. We are engaged, relational, and experiencing 
the full range of human emotions without needing 
to hide or perform. We are living within the bounds 
of human experience as God created us. The limits 
of the living room are illustrated by the dark parallel 
lines. Those lines are instinctive and natural. It is 
life as God the Father intends. 

Please notice that our responses and behavior in 
the Living Room are not a flat line. There will be 
highs and lows. It is our natural human tendency 
to desire the highs and try to avoid or escape the 
lows. We love to experience power but are most 
hesitant to embrace weakness. Jesus dwelt in the 
living room. He lived out the full range of human 
experience. He experienced the highs of real life 
(He rejoiced and was glad),as well as the lows (He 
was grieved and He wept). He had times when He 
moved in great power, but also in weakness. He 
had moments of frustration, sorrow, grief, anger, 
longing, and rejection. He knew joy, peace, love, 
friendship, exaltation, and approbation. He had 
to learn, resist, overcome, obey, lead, rebuke, and 
show tolerance and patience. He was not a placid, 
phlegmatic, one-dimensional Spock. God showed us 
how to live human as God intended. Our responses 
are legitimately governed by mature and healthy 
boundaries. 
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In the attic our identities are distorted, overly 
controlled, religious, ascetic, narrow, and striving. 
In the attic we lose or distort our humanity because 
human experience is not governed—it is stifled. 
It is dominated by self-imposed or institutionally 
imposed restrictions (dotted lines), which may 
include any or all of our beliefs and behaviors. 

People that live in the attic are often relational 
loners. They never allow anyone to know they have 
normal human desires, emotions, and thoughts. The 
religious requirement to live in the attic is one of the 
reasons young people often bail out of institutional 
religion. By nature they are drawn to the human 
reality of the living room.

Attic dwellers crucified Jesus because He 
would not live between their dotted lines. They 
were threatened by the living room where life was 
too spontaneous, unpredictable, exposed, and real. 
Jesus was inclusive, anxious to introduce everyone 
to the freedom of His father’s embrace. In the attic 
we are exclusive—the world is viewed as them and 
us. If “they” are willing to live between our dotted 
lines, then “they” can become part of “us”. The 
Pharisees lived in the attic.

In the basement, identity becomes dark, 
depressed, and without joy or hope. Alternately 
one may become manic, hedonistic, addictive, and 
mood-centered. The basement experience is outside 
the bounds of intended human responses and 
behavior.  It is most often the place of retreat when 
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our experience in reality becomes unmanageable. 
The spectrum of addictions, obsessive compulsions, 
and severe departures from reality become common 
coping mechanisms. 

Christ is imparted in the midst of our very 
human experience in reality (the living room). Here 
is where His incarnated, supernatural humanity will 
be matured in us. From the living room we, like 
Jesus, become the instruments of the incarnational 
invasion. This is the nature of the Kingdom of God 
and Father’s eternal purpose. We are seeking how 
to make ourselves available to participate with 
Christ in the restoration of God’s Fatherhood for the 
inhabited earth. 

Once we have engaged and learned to abide in 
the living room, we are ready to begin living out of 
God’s governing force for the ages. 

Embrace Agape as the absolute of God’s 
governing force.

An absolute is “something that is not dependent 
upon external conditions; something that is free 
from any restriction or condition, in itself it is 
perfect or complete.”2 If we examine this definition 
carefully, we will understand that God is in Himself 
an absolute—and so is His Love. He exercises His 
Love apart from obligation, personal satisfaction, 
and without any desirability or worth in the object 
of His love. God is free and seeks to make us free. 
Agape is His route to freedom.
2 Dictionary.com
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God’s quintessential nature is Agape, His DNA. 
God does not have Agape, He is Agape. Like God, 
Agape is uncreated, incorruptible, and eternal. 
As the substance of God’s nature and His method 
of operation, it will prevail in the earth. Agape 
cannot fail or disappear. It cannot be extinguished, 
controlled, or thwarted. 

He has extended, demonstrated, and established 
His Agape through the incarnation, death, and 
resurrection of Christ. He has made it His primary 
governing force. It is the power of God manifested 
in the physical universe. 

Paul writes, “For the whole Law is fulfilled in 
one word, in the statement, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’”3 Paul was governed by one 
word, “The love of Christ controls us.”4 He would 
declare that you can have all revelation, perform 
miracles, give away all you have, die a martyr, and 
end up as nothing if you are not controlled by that 
one word. It must be the goal of all instruction and 
ministry.5 Love is that which we should pursue.6

3  Galatians 5:14. 
4  2 Corinthians 5:14
5  1 Timothy 1:5
6  1 Corinthians 14:1
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Living in and extending the love (Agape) of 
God is embedded in the core of what it means to be 
a Christian. When most of us encounter the word 
“love,” it invokes the sense of an emotion. We 
experience a warm feeling that moves us to do nice 
things for the object of our sentiment. However, 
allow me to suggest that love, as expressed in biblical 
Agape, should first be more accurately understood 
as an action. “God so loved the world that He gave 
. . .” Just as faith without works is dead, so love 
without action is dead, “being by itself.”1 Second, 
the action that enlivens Agape may be costly and 
even painful for the part of the one loving. The 
extension of God’s love in the giving of His Son 
was most expensive and agonizing to each Person 
of the Divine Family. 

In his classic book, The Road Less Traveled, Dr. 
M. Scott Peck defined love as “the will to extend 
one’s self for the purpose of nurturing one’s own 
or another’s spiritual growth.”2 I appreciate his 
definition because he sees love as an action that 
moves us beyond our comfortable boundaries. Love 
has a defined purpose toward spiritual maturity. 

As a bit of an aside, allow me to suggest that 
1  James 2:17
2  M. Scott Peck, The Road Less Traveled, © 1978 by M. Scott Peck, 
MD. P. 81.

Things That Matter:
Living Fully Human
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being loved may include occasions that are less 
than pleasant. Growing up can be painful and 
challenging. Consider that God’s love for us may 
include discipline, confrontation, correction, and 
the undoing of some of our most dearly loved 
habits, beliefs, and/or relationships. I believe the 
Lord’s priority for each of us, agreeing with Scott 
Peck, is spiritual growth.  

Along the way He will comfort us, provide for 
our needs, and forgive us when we fall short. He 
will heal our wounds and reveal His goodness to us. 
But, His purpose is always our maturity as sons and 
daughters. With this in mind, we must be willing to 
accept the yoke with Christ in authentic altruism.

Yoke yourself with Christ in authentic altruism3

Jesus never invited anyone into the new birth. 
Think about that for just a moment. Rather, Jesus 
invites us to “follow Him” and “take His yoke . . 
. and learn from Him.”4 Accepting Christ’s yoke 
leads us to follow Him in water baptism. When 
properly understood water baptism is both salvific 
and governmental. In the New Testament, water 
baptism was accepted as part of entering into Life 
and the process of deliverance from darkness. We 
are confessing that we are now transferred into a 
new government, the Kingdom of God. 

3  Altruism: “Unselfish regard for, or devotion to, the welfare 
of others.” Merriam-Webster Dictionary
4 See Matthew 11:29
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Then Christ bids us follow Him in the pattern 
which Paul sets out in Philippians 2:6-8:

Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in 
the form of God, did not regard equality 
with God a thing to be grasped, 

[How often do we “play God” in our 
own lives by exercising our personal 
sovereignty for our own benefit?]

but emptied Himself, 
[He laid aside all rights and privileges 
of His personal sovereignty]

taking the form of a bond-servant, 
[He “yoked” Himself to the Father’s 
purpose and wishes]

and being made in the likeness of men. 
[He became fully human as God 
intended]

Being found in appearance as a man, 
[He identified with fallen humanity]

He humbled Himself by becoming obedient 
to the point of death, 

[He refused to step out of the yoke]
even death on a cross. 

[Greater love has no man than that 
he lay down his life for his friends]
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Altruism is the practical outworking of 
embracing Agape. It is where the rubber of Agape 
meets the road of reality in the living room. In the 
living room we encounter the reality of needing 
to grow up. We acquire the skill of acting against 
ourselves. Our human nature is to act for ourselves 
by running to the attic, hiding in the basement, or 
shifting blame to someone or something else. 

Agape, imparted through Father’s DNA in 
the new birth, empowers me with the motivation 
and ability to act against myself. Agape begins to 
transform my most basic value system, changing 
my approach to life from being a taker to becoming 
a giver. Acting against myself as a lifestyle is the 
most practical manner of daily embracing the cross. 

Living in altruism is a totally different way to be 
human. As humans, apart from Christ, we learn from 
the cradle to act for ourselves—we are takers. When 
we act against ourselves, we are empowered and 
transformed. We become genuine givers. Nothing 
could be more basic, yet we have nearly missed it.

Altruism is foundational in each member of the 
Divine Family. “God so loved [Agape] that He gave 
[altruism] . . . .” Jesus said, “I did not come to be 
served [taker] but to serve [giver] . . . .” The Holy 
Spirit is the one “called alongside,” to be the helper, 
the comforter, the guide, the one who reveals and 
empowers. He is the giver who does not speak of 
Himself. 
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I have found it fascinating that even though the 
unwritten, subtle, systemic values of our increasingly 
corrupted culture engenders acting for ourselves, 
there remains the image of God that often surfaces 
in surprising acts of profound altruism. Joseph 
Campbell, a well-known writer and professor of the 
1900s, studied the common elements of the great 
myths of human history across cultures. The most 
common element was the journey of the hero. He/
she gave himself or herself to enduring hardship or 
even death for the greater good of others or a higher 
cause. 

If you stop and think about it for just a moment, 
you will realize that some of the greatest literary 
works and most highly acclaimed modern movies 
have been themed in the saga of an altruistic hero. 
To some greater or lesser degree, we respond in 
our deepest being to their stories. We identify 
as “heroes” the medical personnel who worked 
tirelessly during the COVID pandemic; the first 
responders during crisis; and the soldiers who die 
protecting their fellow soldiers. In times of common 
disasters hundreds extend themselves with time, 
finances, and personal sacrifice to aid those who are 
suffering.

The residual of God’s altruistic image resides 
in most of humanity. The sons and daughters of 
the Kingdom are called to model and energize it 
through the Gospel of the Kingdom and living in 
the image of the Son of Man. Christ calls us all to 
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become “heroes,” not necessarily in some dramatic 
act, but as a daily lifestyle walking in His yoke. 

Living in Christ-like altruism does not mean 
that we become dysfunctional, co-dependent door 
mats who do not have the ability to set healthy 
boundaries. Giving out of compulsion, religious 
obligation, or the need to gain attention does not 
yield the personal fruit of righteousness, peace, or 
joy. These lead to resentment, burn out, and feeling 
used. Sometimes, the deepest expression of Agape 
is the simple word, no. Biblically, we are not able to 
love others until we love and care for ourselves as 
good stewards of the life God has given us. 

If we intend to follow Jesus, we must be willing 
to take His yoke of service, humility, and genuine 
altruism. Dwelling in the attic or the basement is all 
about me: my self-righteousness, best efforts, or my 
distress and deprivation. Christ’s altruism was most 
vividly displayed in the stable where He emptied 
Himself into the flesh of a helpless human infant, 
the son of simple, insignificant parents. It was not 
humility for humility’s sake or for the sake of being 
an example. He emptied Himself to give Himself 
for the freedom of others. His willingness was al-
ways relationally centered. His focus was on pleas-
ing His father and those He came to redeem. 

Authentic altruism is always flowing outward. 
In a previous Plumbline entitled Eternal Value Sys-
tem, altruism was defined as an “eternal value,” 
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which characterizes God’s very nature. The expres-
sion was: “I’m looking for an opportunity to do you 
good.”

There may not be a single phrase that 
can more succinctly express the active 
expression of the Father’s Agape towards 
us. Please understand that because God 
is good, He can only do good. The logic 
is so self-obvious that it is startling.  Let 
me take this one step further. Because of 
Agape, God is not capriciously good, He 
is aggressively good! Could we begin to 
consider God as Aggressive Agape?5

Altruism is not becoming more spiritual. It 
is becoming increasingly human. We follow the 
pattern set by Jesus. We leave the attic and take 
up residence in the living room. Jesus, in His 
incarnation, becomes the second real human who 
ever lived. Adam surrendered his humanness when 
he made the choice to try to be like God. Jesus 
restored this when He laid aside His “Godness” 
to enter the womb of a humble teenager and take 
up residence in a stable. He returned to our race 
authentic humanity as God intended. 

When we begin to live in reliable altruism, we 
are fulfilling everything God ordained for human 
society to function in security and peace. Jesus said, 
5  Engaging the Word: The Eternal Value System. P. 41. © 
2019 Lifechangers. 
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“Love one another—by this all men will know you 
are my disciples.” We have changed the evidence of 
being a follower of Jesus to wearing a cross, using 
religious language, and condemning everything that 
does not fit into our world-view. 

The power of acting against ourselves is not 
complicated. If we refuse the cross of Christ, we 
become enemies of the cross.6 We elevate ourselves 
with deceptiveness and pride. Arrogance and false 
authority rings in our voice. We cling to a form 
of human behavior that is deprived of genuine 
humanity. The direct and measurable result is the 
inability to remain normal, approachable, and 
negotiable. Isolation and relational conflict will 
follow!

Does the world generally view the Church as 
takers or givers? The enormous good the Body of 
Christ extends to the hurting world (E.g., World 
Vision, Samaritan’s Purse, Operation Blessing, 
etc.), often goes unrecognized. However, the secular 
spotlighting of financial and sexual scandals, gold 
bathroom fixtures, private jets, and manipulative 
financial appeals for bigger and fancier mega-
structures have given the Church a less than 
appealing face to the world. 

Jesus charged us to “love your enemies . . . 
do good . . . give . . . turn the other cheek.” The 
frequently unrecognized desire to seek judgement 
on those who do not conform to our moral and 

6  Philippians 3:18
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religious standards seems to mock one of Jesus’ 
most shocking commands concerning our enemies. 
Remember Jesus response to the “sons of thunder” 
who wanted to call down fire on those who opposed 
them? Agape is extended through altruism toward a 
hurting world free from prejudice, social, economic, 
racial, and behavioral themes.

Personal altruism is expressed in biblical self-
care of our bodies, our minds, our emotions, and our 
relationships. But, beyond these there is our human 
responsibility to “put off the old man,” which usually 
requires some form of acting against ourselves. Two 
choices present themselves. Both are unavoidable: 
Choose to act against myself or endure the cost of 
refusing to act against myself.

Two of the most difficult and critical ways of 
expressing altruism are our ability to speak truth 
and to embrace truth when it is being spoken to us. 
When we are able to speak truth, no matter what 
the cost, we are building trust in our relationships. 
Paul told the Ephesians that because we are of a 
new spiritual race we must “speak the truth with 
our neighbor” because we are all part of each other. 
Failure to do so will “give the Devil opportunity.”7  
Altruism, as a commitment to truth, is mocked by 
politics, considered counterproductive in business 
dealings, and ignored in the media.  It is not taught 
in education, and for the most part it is given mere 
lip service in the church. Refusal to speak truth has 

7  See Ephesians 4:24-26.
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almost totally destroyed trust in our society.   
I had the privilege of teaching Bible for almost 

four years at San Quentin prison in California. At 
that time it was a level one prison where many were 
serving a life sentence without parole. Anticipating 
what I might be facing, I asked the warden, himself 
a strong believer, “How do I deal with these guys, 
without getting conned?” He looked at me and said, 
“You can’t. They are masters of the con8.” 

Con is derived from the word confidence, defined 
as “full trust; belief in the powers, trustworthiness, 
or reliability of a person or thing.”9 When I am 
“conned” I am taken into unreality with a measure 
of trust that what I am being led to believe is reality. 
When I begin to see unreality as normal, it becomes 
my new comfort level. Unreality is my new reality. 

Without realizing it, most of us live in some 
measure of unreality about the world as we 
understand and accept it. Over the years the Lord 
has progressively, and often painfully, shown 
me where I have been the victim of a con. Some 
were not malicious or evil in their origin or intent. 
They simply presented an incorrect or incomplete 
view of reality. I have put confidence in doctrines, 
institutions, traditions, leaders, and organizations 
later discovering what I thought was real, in fact, 
was an inaccurate picture. Was it an intentional 
con? Not always. We all have subtle forces of self-

8  “To persuade by deception, cajolery, etc.” – Dictionary.com
9  Dictionary.com
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preservation that can motivate us to spin or alter 
reality to our advantage. 

Paul, speaking of the threat of deception, warned 
that some would perish if they “did not receive the 
love of the truth to be saved.”10 If we are not willing 
to love and embrace truth, we will find ourselves 
vulnerable to being led into darkness. Father, in His 
faithfulness, has often brought me up short when 
I have conned myself into unreality, especially 
unreality about myself. Life has served to identify 
for me seven powerful motivations Paul identifies 
as “the lusts of deceit.” When activated these lead 
into unreality. They are manifestations of human 
vanity and determinations to make life “serve me”. 
Elsewhere I have referred to them as the seven 
giants: 
1.  An ungoverned desire to look good
2.  An ungoverned desire to feel good, remain a 
winner
3.  The need to be right and defend my presupposi-
tions and opinions
4.  The urgency to control myself, situations, and 
others
5.  Calculating, moving in hidden agendas when 
dealing with others
6.  Approaching every situation with intent to gain 
personal advantage

10  2 Thessalonians 2:10. 
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7.  Remaining undisturbed, avoiding everything 
that challenges my reality

Embracing any of the above will move me into 
a degree of unreality resulting in self-deception. It 
is no longer others who have conned me. I have, 
at great cost, deceived myself and those around 
me. Giving myself over to unreality precipitates 
a degree of darkness that forms a personal prison. 
Why? Because I am now forced to defend my “con” 
against any intrusion of reality. Truth often appears 
negative when first encountered; it challenges the 
illusions of reality that I have embraced. 

Because Jesus was clear and free in His 
humanity, He had no need or desire to engage any 
of the seven giants. As a result, He could see them 
working in others: 

But Jesus, on His part, was not entrusting 
Himself to them, for He knew all men, 
and because He did not need anyone to 
testify concerning man, for He Himself 
knew what was in man11[my emphasis].

If we can begin to live altruistically towards 
ourselves by refusing the cons of self-preservation, 
then we will come into the genuine freedom of the 
living room. Here we can rest without the need 
to be competitive, defensive, hyper-vigilant, or 
phony.  When we are willing to embrace reality 

11  John 2:24-25
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about ourselves and our world, then we truly love 
ourselves altruistically as God intended. And that 
truth sets us free! 

Living altruistically towards ourselves sets us 
free to extend authentic altruism towards a hurting 
world. May I suggest three very practical ways to 
begin? (I want to be exceedingly clear: We can give 
others unconditional Agape, but that is not with the 
intention of giving unconditional trust). 

1. Identification
Identification can be difficult and expensive. To 

identify with someone, you must “put yourself in 
their shoes” and look at the world through their eyes. 
This was the altruism Jesus modeled for us when He 
made Himself of no reputation and became flesh. 
Christ could have been born into Jewish aristocracy 
rather than to a peasant girl in a stable. 

Throughout church history much “evangelism” 
has been based on imperialism more than on 
identification. By imperialism I mean endeavoring 
to have others identify with us rather than the church 
identifying with the hurting and disenfranchised. 
Even the common term “winning to Jesus” can 
carry the subtle implication of conquest: become 
like us; join our church; adopt our world-view; 
think and believe like we do.

Paul became “all things to all men.” When we 
live in the attic, everyone else’s living room will 
look like a basement. Christ called us first to find 
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the reality of our own living room, then to be willing 
to go down into the basements of the wounded and 
the marginalized. We are to bring the light of Christ 
with us. Mother Teresa, a great example of love and 
authentic altruism, explained: “I see God in every 
human being. When I wash the leper’s wounds I feel 
I am nursing the Lord himself. Is it not a beautiful 
experience?”12 

2. Refuse to judge, condemn, and fix
When we identify, we must avoid the temptation 

to become fixers. Job’s three “comforters” started 
off well, identifying with Job in his basement. But 
when Job began to unload the reality of his deep 
grief and pain, they began trying to fix him. When 
we begin to judge and fix we leave the living room 
and raise ourselves into the attic. Please hear this: 
For the most part, people in the basement cannot 
hear people in the attic. Their voices are simply 
offensive and condescending.

When we encounter someone who does not fit 
into the reality of our living room (be it morally, 
spiritually, socially, or politically) there is frequently 
an internal critic who rises and begins analyzing 
what is “wrong” about this individual. At this point 
we have ceased identifying with him or her. We 
retreat to our dualistic attic of right and wrong, good 
and bad, correct and incorrect. 

When Jesus encountered the woman at the well 
12  https://www.coraevans.com/blog/article/10-mother-teresa-
quotes-on-service-to-make-you-think
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in Sychar, He did not condemn her. He identified 
with her, “Woman, give me a drink.” He offered her 
life, “I have living water.” And He acknowledged 
the realty of her basement, “Five husbands, the one 
you have now is not your own.” He did not try to 
fix her religious error by saying, “You need to come 
to Jerusalem to worship like the Jews.” Instead, He 
presented her true reality, “You have a Father who 
seeks to know you!” This is a picture of true Agape 
altruism in action!

Lest we misunderstand, we are not suggesting 
that any and every behavior, belief, or life style is 
consistent with living life as God intends. However, 
I have begun to understand that my approach to 
others should be focused on that which produces 
Life (Zoë, spiritual life and wholeness), as opposed 
to that which leads to expressions of death to our 
spirits and souls.  

When we go into the basement, we must bring 
the Life of Christ from our inner most being with 
us. His life and love covers a multitude of failures. 
Perfect love never condones sin. It covers it until 
healing can come. Our friendship and relationship 
enable those with whom we have identified to move 
into the living room.

3. Don’t answer questions that haven’t been 
asked 

A spiritual mentor told me, “Bob, don’t answer 
questions that haven’t been asked.” When we begin 
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to answer unasked questions it is most often an effort 
to fix others. Like “God’s little helpers,” we speak 
based on what we perceive to be their need. People 
are more often longing for an invitation rather than 
information. When we put our answers on others 
who are not asking questions, we create potential 
stumbling blocks. We can interrupt their journey to 
the living room. 

This is an internal attitude more than specific 
actions or ways of relating to others. If we are 
controlled by that one word, Agape, then how we 
act and speak and the “vibes” we give off, will bring 
Life into situations rather than death. 

When we truly begin moving in altruism, we 
will recognize situations where someone is going 
off the cliff and intervention is required to prevent 
some form of damage. If we are controlled by the 
Spirit of love, we will learn when to speak, when to 
be silent, and when to take action.

Hold Family as the foundation of God’s purposes 
on earth.

If we could back up far enough to see the 
panorama of the history of God’s relationship with 
us, we would understand that He is the original 
Family.  Family expresses the most essential nature 
of God. God is a family—Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. It was His intention in creation to include 
us in this family fellowship of immeasurable love 
and giving. If we miss family, we have missed the 
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essence of creation, redemption, and reconciliation. 
I will again reference C. Baxter Kruger as I did in 
part I:

To believe in the Trinity means that we 
believe that God is a relational being, 
and always has been, and always will 
be. The doctrine of the Trinity means 
that relationship, that fellowship, that 
togetherness and sharing, that self-
giving and other-centeredness are not 
afterthoughts with God, but the deepest 
truth about the being of God.13

When God made humankind, it was “Us” (Our 
image) that was the pattern. Then the emphasis was 
added, “male and female He created them.”14 A 
family is His image! It is the most basic expression 
of God’s governing purpose on the earth. From 
the beginning God established them (the first pair) 
to take the governmental position in creation. He 
chooses Father as His primary relationship to 
humanity—Adam was His son.15 God created 
government to emanate from family relationship. 
We cannot understand the Kingdom of God until we 
place it steadfastly in the context of family. 

God’s first and most all-encompassing statement 
13 Kruger, C. Baxter. Jesus and the Undoing of Adam. 
Perichoresis Press. Kindle Edition. Location 215
14  Genesis 1:17
15  See Luke 3:38
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of blessings to humankind was to “all the families 
of the earth.”16 Paul prays to God as “the Father, 
from whom every family [possible translation, 
fatherhood] in heaven and on earth derives its 
name.”17 In other words, God is the Father of all 
fathers. The origin of family is rooted in His nature. 
It is the most important governing unit of society 
as a fundamental expression of who God is. God 
establishes this in the Law when He commands, 
“Honor your father and your mother [basic human 
government] that your days may be prolonged in 
the land which the Lord your God gives you.”18 The 
implication is that with the governmental loss of 
family, a nation becomes paralyzed and begins to 
become unable to survive, let alone prosper. 

Since the early 1960’s family has come under 
a relentless onslaught. Principalities and powers 
have attacked family in order to destroy God’s 
governmental foundation in society. The corporate 
body of Christ must resist the attack and restore 
fathers as a countermeasure to what is happening.

Some years ago, I was invited to a large church in 
what would be considered the Bible belt. The pastor 
greeted me and said, “Bob, I want to introduce you 
to my spiritual family.” While entering, I heard the 
Lord say, quite emphatically, “This isn’t a family; 
this is an orphanage.” It wasn’t a criticism but proved 
to be a simple statement of reality. In an orphanage, 
16  Genesis 12:3
17  Ephesians 3:15
18  Exodus 20:12
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there is not a sense of long term commitment. At 
some time you may be removed or may choose to 
leave. Family is designed to be permanent. That 
makes it costly. Everyone must be willing to act 
against themselves, and ideally each will learn to 
embrace authentic altruism. Oh, the sheer demand 
for relational maturity that family requires!

After Pentecost the assembly of believers 
started as an altruistic family sharing from house to 
house caring for each other’s needs. Jesus had told 
His disciples that the presence of true family would 
be the major witness of the reality of this fresh 
Kingdom presence:

It is often thought and widely claimed 
that one of the main reasons pagans 
converted to Christianity was because 
of the inherent attractiveness of the 
church community. Pagan civic cults did 
not involve much community. Rather 
than being a place, the church was a 
community. A tightly knit community. A 
community as tightly knit as the nuclear 
family. In fact, Christians were often 
encouraged to replace their families with 
the members of their new community.19

19  Ehrman, Bart D.. The Triumph of Christianity: How a 
Forbidden Religion Swept the World (pp. 134-135). Simon & 
Schuster. Kindle Edition.
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The New Testament epistles reveal the loss of 
this family relationship in the form of competition, 
division, strife, envy, or other factions. This 
breakdown was regarded as deadly and as serious 
as religious legalism or overt sin. Why? Because a 
function and reality of the incarnate Christ was lost. 

When we get angry, selfish, or resentful we 
begin to act for ourselves. When we begin to act 
for ourselves, we run, hide, and retreat into one or 
more of the seven giants. If we intend to stay in 
the living room, we must surrender our crazies to 
restore relational communication. We need to be 
heard, adjusted, and matured. These are the human 
responsibilities of marriage and family. 

Malachi, God’s last word before 430 years 
of silence, had much to say about family. God 
complained against Israel, “If I am a father, where 
is my honor?”20 And, “I hate divorce [destruction of 
family].”21 And in His parting words he declared: 

I am going to send you Elijah the 
prophet before the coming of the great 
and terrible day of the Lord. He will 
restore the hearts of the fathers to their 
children and the hearts of the children to 
their fathers, so that I will not come and 
smite the land with a curse [Heb., utter 
destruction].22

20  Malachi 1:6
21  Malachi 2:16
22  Malachi 4:5-6
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When we lose family, often the alternative 
becomes the attic or the basement. What would the 
Church look like if we took Paul’s word seriously 
to “regard one another as more important than 
yourselves”23? Imagine what church history would 
have been if Christians had lived by these few 
simple words! To pray for the Kingdom to come and 
Father’s will to be done is asking Him to make us 
His family again. His Kingdom cannot and will not 
function as designed apart from family. If we stop 
to think how challenging and expensive that would 
be to each of us, we might pray it with a bit of fear. 

Could we as the people of God begin to treat 
one another as family by making altruistic service 
the center of fellowship? Currently the center of 
church fellowship is doctrine, Bible interpretation, 
tradition, or personal world view. Could we begin 
to put people before projects; friendship before 
finances; brotherhood before buildings; and 
community before confessions? Could we begin 
to extend ourselves to those of different political, 
religious, and life persuasions? If we do so, Jesus 
says we will be living as sons and daughters of 
God the Father.24  This may sound strange, but we 
need family to provide the security and relational 
strength necessary for us to open ourselves to those 
who are hurting. 

Finally, could we avoid the “them and us” 

23  Philippians 2:3
24  See Matthew 5:45; Luke 6:35-36
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view of the rest of the world? The best way to 
invite someone into your family is to allow them to 
experience the kind of inclusiveness Jesus offered 
to all of those who might have been considered 
“thems”. They felt included in a relationship rather 
than in a religion. 

Join Christ in giving the world its Father back.
Could I suggest that there is a father-shaped hole 

in the world? If we could pierce through the fog and 
confusion of national and world events, we would 
find in the depths of every human heart lies dormant 
the unquenchable desire to have a father. Fathers 
can bring truth, peace, and security to a world that 
seems to have lost its grip on reality. The world is 
looking for “fathering” from governments, political 
parties, religious institutions, committees, councils, 
educational elites, and a variety of crazies on the 
internet. Often we are tempted to yield control to 
anyone who is able to bring some confidence of 
reality, hope for solutions, and something to pass. 
All these, however well-intended, are ultimately 
incarnations of the “principalities and powers.” 
Like the gods of Babylon and Canaan, they promise 
much but can deliver only bondage and spiritual 
death. We are watching the tragedy of the loss of 
authentic fathers playing out in real time in the 
evening news. 

The biblical solution for a hurting world is 
getting their Father back. A few months ago, I was 
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in intercessory prayer centered on Romans 8:19-21, 
where creation is longing for the revealing of the 
children of God. As I was praying, I heard myself 
say, “God, if I could, I would give the world their 
father back.” I have come to understand that cry 
was an expression of God’s desire to be received, 
embraced, and loved as a Father. It is one of the 
things that matters most to Him.  As I have allowed 
this to grow in my understanding, I have had an 
increasing sense of the Father’s pleasure in response. 

As we look at family in God’s design and 
purpose, without a father there is no family. God 
began His redemptive work by choosing a father. 
Abram means “exalted father,” and He later renamed 
him Abraham, meaning “father of a multitude.” God 
said of Abraham:

For I have chosen [Hebrew, “known”] 
him, so that he may command his 
children and his household after him 
to keep the way of the Lord by  doing 
righteousness and justice, so that the 
Lord may bring upon Abraham what He 
has spoken about him.25

God’s fulfillment of all the families of the earth 
being blessed through Abraham was to be dependent 
on him being a faithful father to his children and his 
household. He was to lead them in the way of the 
Lord. I am sure Isaac learned both the fear and the 
25  Genesis 18:19-20
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faithfulness of God when Abraham bound him and 
placed him on the altar of sacrifice on Mt. Moriah. 
Abraham was called the “father of all who believe”26 
becoming the “heir of the world.”27 

The Father was the focal point and goal of Jesus’ 
incarnation and ministry. Jesus came to reveal the 
Father. He came to redeem and reconcile the world 
to a Father. The fulfilment of Christ’s ministry was 
disclosed by Paul: 

Then comes the end, when He [Christ] 
hands over the kingdom to the God and 
Father, when He has abolished all rule 
and all authority and power. For He must 
reign until He has put all His enemies 
under His feet. When all things are 
subjected to Him, then the Son Himself 
also will be subjected to the One who 
subjected all things to Him, so that God 
may be all in all. 28

Christ’s whole redemptive purpose was to 
take us to the Father! This is a major theme of the 
gospels, which the church has almost totally missed. 
There has been an unbiblical focus on evangelism 
alone, believing that if enough people were saved 
the world would change. That is not only false; it 
26  Romans 4:11, 16
27  Romans 4:13
28  1 Corinthians 15:24-25, 28
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is a deception and an illusion. It is wonderful that 
people go to heaven when they die, but what the 
world needs is to return to honoring God as our 
Father. 

One of the great challenges we face is 
presenting God as a Father against the experience 
of dysfunctional earthy fathers who may have been 
absent, distant, abusive, cruel, or even incestual. 
My father loved me deeply, but he was an absentee 
father. As a result we became crosswise with each 
other. When I was twelve years old, he forced me 
out of his car onto the roadside in Baltimore telling 
me, “You’ll never amount to anything.” I had to 
hitchhike my way home to Atlantic City.

We were estranged for many years until I began 
to understand the importance of fatherhood as a 
biblical office. A growing and urgent desire to be 
reconciled to him awakened in my heart. It took 
three very heavy encounters for us to find each 
other. During the first, I repented of my feelings and 
said, “I forgive you.” Then he forgave me. It was a 
beginning, even if only an inch deep. The second 
encounter was a foot deep. We began to get to know 
each other. During the third, we found each other. 
We both cried in release and joy. When he was 
dying, he prayed prophetically that God would take 
me to the ends of the earth with the power of the 
kingdom. I believe one of the reasons the Lord has 
used me as He has is the direct result of my Father’s 
blessing.
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Beyond personal experiences, our corrupted 
culture is denigrating the role of fathers. The 
“paternalistic” culture is portrayed as oppressive, 
self-serving, and demeaning. We are telling our 
young people that the educational system with its 
secularist, humanistic, and progressive philosophy 
is the only qualified leadership to be trusted and 
followed. In so doing, a generation is being delivered 
into the hands of principalities and powers of 
darkness. Socialism appears when true Fatherhood 
has been lost. 

How do we introduce the world to their authentic 
Father? Knowledge, doctrine, and information may 
be helpful but are ultimately inadequate. God, as a 
Father is inscrutable—more vast than anything we 
could describe. All the books ever written about 
God, including Scripture, haven’t begun to scratch 
the surface. We start by allowing the world into 
our living room. This is where we have learned to 
live fully human as mature sons and daughters in 
the image of the Son. Here, in us, the world will 
encounter the living Christ. His living Mind takes 
us to the Father. Here’s how Jesus expressed this 
reality: 

At that time Jesus said, “I praise You, 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that 
You have hidden these things from the 
wise and intelligent and have revealed 
them to infants.  Yes, Father, for this 
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way was well-pleasing in Your sight. All 
things have been handed over to Me by 
My Father; and no one knows the Son 
except the Father; nor does anyone know 
the Father except the Son, and anyone to 
whom the Son wills to reveal Him. Come 
to Me, all who are weary and heavy-
laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My 
yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I 
am gentle and humble in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls.  For My 
yoke is easy and My burden is light”29 
[emphasis mine].

Jesus’ invitation to yoke ourselves with Him is 
an offer to take us to know His Father. The world 
longs to encounter people who know their heavenly 
Father, not merely know about Him. The brightness 
of our light and the savor of our salt, which emanates 
from our “yokeship” with Christ, will draw men 
and women into the family. The Father void will be 
filled.  

Enter and enjoy friendship with the family of 
Father, Son, and Spirit

The Scripture, especially seen as God’s self-
revelation, seems to hide or cloak in mystery some 
of the most poignant and precious aspects of His 
person. I believe that one of those mysteries hidden 
in plain sight is God’s desire for friendship with us. 
29  Matthew 11:25-30
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The Father has called us all into fellowship with 
Christ.30 I believe this to be our place in His yoke 
– “yokeship”. Fellowship, as set forth in the New 
Testament, comes from a set of Greek words31 that 
are rooted in the ideas of partnership, commonality, 
sharing, participation, and helping. Each of these 
describes one aspect of yokeship. Jesus described 
His yoke as easy, light, and restful. This is because 
we get to be with Him!

The fellowship of the yoke is Father’s designed 
instrument to draw us into an intimacy with the 
Divine Family. This relationship is best described 
as friendship. Our initial reaction to the idea of 
being friends with God might be, “Why would God 
want to be friends with me?! “If we think there is 
nothing about us that would attract God’s desire 
for friendship we forget the reality that He has 
inseminated us with the spirit of His Son. He is most 
jealous to bring that seed of Himself to its fullness. 
It is not His purpose to leave us as we are but to 
transform us into the image of the Son via the yoke. 
Additionally God’s nature is very human. He made 
humanity to be like Himself, and He genuinely likes 
being with people. If you doubt that, think about 
Jesus. Father would like you to become His friend!

Friendship can be a rather broad term often used 
loosely to define a broad spectrum of relationships. 
If we think about our friends, sometimes we 

30  See 1 Corinthians 1:9
31  See Strong’s Greek Concordance #’s 2841-44. 
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simply mean our acquaintances. We may know 
and fellowship with them at social gatherings, in 
the neighborhood, or at work. From our circle of 
acquaintances there are usually those we would 
truly consider friends who we would invite to a 
personal social gathering or share a meal. Most 
of us have some good friends, those we seek to be 
with regularly and with whom we are comfortable 
sharing some degree of our personal lives. 
Finally, we are most blessed if we have one or 
two best friends. Here there is a level of intimacy, 
transparency, companionship, mutuality, and trust 
that can only be developed over the course of years. 
This level of relationship can potentially transcend 
all other relationships including natural family. We 
see an example of this in the relationship of David 
and Jonathan whose souls were knit together32. 
Jonathan’s friendship with David transcended his 
natural loyalty to his father, King Saul.  

C. S. Lewis, in his essay on “The Four Loves,” 
penetrates the depth of friendship with precision. 
Consider the following excerpt:

Very few modern people think friendship 
a love of comparable value or even a 
love at all. . . 

To the Ancients, friendship seemed 
the happiest and most fully human 

32 1 Samuel 18:1
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of all loves; the crown of life and the 
school of virtue. The modern world, in 
comparison, ignores it. . . 

The possibility of going through life 
without the experience is rooted in that 
fact which separates friendship so sharply 
from both the other loves [affection and 
eros]. Friendship is—in a sense not at 
all derogatory to it—the least natural 
of loves; the least instinctive, organic, 
biological, gregarious, and necessary. 
It has least commerce with our nerves; 
there is nothing throaty about it; nothing 
that quickens the pulse or turns you 
red and pale. It is essentially between 
individuals; the moment two men [or 
women] are friends they have in some 
degree drawn apart together from the 
herd. . .  

In Friendship—in that luminous, 
tranquil, rational world of relationships 
freely chosen—you got away from all 
that [instinctive loves]. This alone, of 
all the loves, seemed to raise you to the 
level of gods or angels. . .  

It withdraws men [and women] from 
collective “togetherness” as surely 
as solitude itself could do; and more 
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dangerously, for it withdraws them by 
twos and threes33 [emphasis mine].

Lewis is describing a “best friend” friendship, 
the kind experienced by David and Jonathan. Could 
we consider something approaching this type of 
friendship with the fellowship of the Divine Family?

If we look in the story of God’s interactions with 
humanity in the Old Testament, we find men who 
could be called “friends” with God. Interestingly, 
each one was a covenantal head, i.e., each was used 
to initiate a particular aspect of God’s redemptive 
purpose. Each was in some measure a type of the 
coming Christ. I will mention four, but we will only 
consider three closely. They are:

•	 Adam
•	 Abraham
•	 Moses
•	 David

Adam. I include Adam because he is the federal 
head of the entire human race. I believe God’s intent 
was to include Adam and Eve as friends with the 
Divine Family. God walked into the garden in the 
cool of the day looking for them, indicating His 
desire for personal fellowship. However, the first 
pair failed relationally resulting in corruption of 
humanity’s relationship with God as a Father.

33  Lewis, C.S. The Business of Heaven (pp. 188-191). Harper 
One. Kindle Edition. © 1984 by C.S. Lewis Pte. Ltd. 
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Abraham. Abraham is identified in Scripture  
as  being  God’s  own friend.34 God considered 
Abraham as a friend because of His faithfulness to 
Abraham, but also, Abraham’s faithfulness to God 
and obedience to His commandments. If we follow 
the course of Abraham’s life, we will see that God 
continually called Abraham to separate himself 
from “the herd,” as C. S. Lewis would suggest it. He 
called him out of Ur, out of his father’s house, and 
apart from Lot. Abraham lived in tents rather than 
in the cities, and he did not allow himself to become 
indebted to any of the land’s inhabitants. Finally, he 
obeyed God’s command to separate himself from 
his beloved miracle son, Isaac, in sacrifice. 

Following this climatic act of obedience by 
Abraham, God spoke to him, “Now I know that 
you fear God . . .” The foundation of friendship 
with God is faithfulness. Becoming God’s friend 
may not always be warm and fuzzy. It carries with 
it great responsibility, along with incalculable 
blessing. Because Abraham was willing to become 
God’s friend, he became the father of all who would 
believe. All the families of the earth would be 
blessed in him, and the seed of redemption would 
be passed forward to the Christ. 

Moses. Of Moses it is written that “the Lord 
used to speak to Moses face to face, just as a man 
speaks to his friend.”35 Moses, like Abraham, began 
his journey to God’s friendship through separation 
34  See 2 Chronicles 2:7; Isaiah 41:8; James 2:23
35  Exodus 33:11
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from conflicting influences. Raised as a prince in 
Pharaoh’s house, he separated from his royal family 
and all the rights and privileges that came with it. 
During his 40 years of shepherding sheep in the 
wilderness, he shed his princely character and skills. 
He ultimately became the “most humble man in all 
the earth.”36 Out of his humility Moses honored 
God. For God to trust a man to be “faithful in all 
His house”37 with an entire nation called to carry 
forth His purposes, He had to consider him a friend. 

David. Though David is never directly called a 
friend of God, he was a man who captured God’s 
heart. Alone as a shepherd in the hills around 
Bethlehem, David became enthralled with God’s 
presence as evidenced from the Psalms.  God’s 
person was his hiding place, his rock, his shelter, and 
his refuge. He separated himself to the degree that 
he would confess, “I have no good besides You.” 
Read all of Psalms 16, and you will gain insight into 
David’s devotion to the Lord. God not only gave 
David deep revelation of His character and ways, 
He also granted to David an eternal kingdom, which 
was to be fulfilled in Jesus. 

Of all the Old Testament characters, we have 
more detail about the lives of these men than any 
other persons in biblical history. In doing so God 
has given us, in story form, a deep and personal 
insight into how He interacts with those whom He 

36  See Numbers 12:3
37  Hebrews 3:2
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is intimate. Before we turn to the New Testament, 
please notice five common elements in the lives of 
Abraham, Moses, and David: 

1. They were separated from conflicting 
influences

2. They learned obedience (heads in 
the yoke) 

3. They were devoted to the person and 
presence of God

4. They were committed to God’s 
purpose in their calling

5. They received God’s personal 
confidence

We need not rehearse in detail the lives of each 
of these Old Testament characters to isolate these 
factors in each. I merely want to set them forth. We 
will carry the pattern forward into the Life of Jesus 
and His disciples.

Before we do, I would like to introduce you 
to the Greek words, philos, which is translated 
“friend” and phileo, which is translated in the 
English New Testaments as “to love.” Phileo carries 
a very different nuance of love than does the Greek 
word,Agape. It is the most commonly used word 
for love in the New Testament. Phileo describes the 
bond of affection that is friendship.

Please remember that friend in the New 
Testament carries the same spectrum of meanings 
as in our English usage. It varies from an individual 
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we may like as a friend all the way to a “best friend” 
with whom we may have an abiding relationship of 
intimacy and confidence. 

It goes without saying that Jesus and the Father 
were best friends even though we rarely think of 
them in those terms. Jesus told the Jews, “The Father 
loves [phileo] the Son, and shows Him all this that 
He Himself is doing.”38 Jesus’ intimacy with His 
father was the most intense and perfect bond that 
any human could have had with God. 

Jesus’ life and intimate relationship to His father 
conform to the five characteristics mentioned above. 
I would like to lift some references from the The 
Message translation because Eugene Peterson has a 
unique ability to give insight to what the writers of 
Scripture are trying to communicate. 

1. He separated Himself from conflicting 
influences:

For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that 
they themselves also may be sanctified 
in truth (John 17:19, NASU).

2. He learned obedience:

So Jesus explained himself at length. 
“I’m telling you this straight. The Son 
can’t independently do a thing, only 
what he sees the Father doing. What the 
Father does, the Son does (John 5:19, 

38  John 5:20
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The Message).

Though he was God’s Son, he learned 
trusting-obedience by what he suffered, 
just as we do (Hebrews 5:8, The 
Message).

3. He was devoted to the person and presence of 
God His Father:

No one knows who the Son is except the 
Father, and who the Father is except the 
Son (Luke 10:22, NASU).

4. He committed Himself God’s purpose in Their 
calling:

Right now I am storm-tossed. And what 
am I going to say? “Father, get me out of 
this?” No, this is why I came in the first 
place. I’ll say, “Father, put your glory on 
display” (John 12:27, The Message).

Not what I [wish], but what you [wish] 
(Mark 14:36, Jesus in Gethsemane, 
implied by Greek words). 

5. He received God’s personal confidence:

So Jesus explained himself at length. 
“I’m telling you this straight. The Son 
can’t independently do a thing, only 
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what he sees the Father doing. What the 
Father does, the Son does.  The Father 
loves [Gk. Phileo] the Son and includes 
him in everything he is doing (John 
5:19-20, The Message).

Jesus draws His disciples into this circle of 
friendship with His Father. Knowing His passion 
was approaching, Jesus said:

Time’s up. The time has come for the Son 
of Man to be glorified. Listen carefully: 
Unless a grain of wheat is buried in the 
ground, dead to the world, it is never 
any more than a grain of wheat. But if 
it is buried, it sprouts and reproduces 
itself many times over. In the same 
way, anyone who holds on to life just as 
it is destroys that life. But if you let it 
go, reckless in your love, you’ll have it 
forever, real and eternal. If any of you 
wants to serve me, then follow me. Then 
you’ll be where I am, ready to serve at a 
moment’s notice. The Father will honor 
and reward anyone who serves me. 
Right now I am storm-tossed. And what 
am I going to say? “Father, get me out of 
this?” No, this is why I came in the first 
place. I’ll say, “Father, put your glory on 
display.” A voice came out of the sky: “I 
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have glorified it, and I’ll glorify it again” 
(John 12:23-28, The Message).

Jesus offered unqualified obedience to His 
Father and stated that those who wished to follow 
Him must be willing to follow His example. In 
chapter 13, as they gathered in the upper room 
He washed the disciples’ feet, telling them, “You 
don’t understand now what I’m doing, but it will 
be clear enough to you later.” In this simple act of 
servitude Jesus took the form of a bond-servant. He 
broke a key aspect of the domination of the gods of 
the world. He served in a way that principalities, 
powers, and the gods cannot follow. They are 
incapable of washing somebody’s feet. Their very 
nature is to conquer, dominate, and control. Much of 
the teaching of the New Testament emphasizes the 
position, nature, attitude, and conduct of a servant. 

In his letters, Paul continually directed believers 
to maintain an attitude of serving one another by 
humbling themselves, honoring each other above 
themselves, building one another up, and submitting 
to one another. Why? The principalities and powers 
cannot serve. All they can do is give rote obedience 
to whatever spiritual force is controlling them. If 
the assembly of God’s people could truly begin 
to “wash each other’s feet” much of the power of 
darkness would automatically be exorcised from the 
Church. 

In chapter 15, Jesus became intensely relational, 
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telling the disciples “abide in me.” It is exceedingly 
important to grasp that Jesus was speaking of 
a dynamic, interactive relationship and not a 
positional, legal relationship.  

Put your life on the line for your friends. 
You are my friends when you do the 
things I command you. I’m no longer 
calling you servants because servants 
don’t understand what their master is 
thinking and planning. No, I’ve named 
you friends [Gk. philos] because I’ve let 
you in on everything I’ve heard from the 
Father [emphasis mine] (John 15:13-15, 
The Message).

Jesus wanted friends--not prisoners, not converts. 
Over the course of three years the disciples were 
going from being followers to becoming friends. In 
chapter 16, He said: 

Soon I’ll drop the figures and tell you 
about the Father in plain language. Then 
you can make your requests directly to 
him in relation to this life I’ve revealed 
to you. I won’t continue making requests 
of the Father on your behalf. I won’t 
need to. Because you’ve gone out on 
a limb, committed yourselves to love 
[phileo] and trust in me, believing I 
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came directly from the Father, the Father 
loves [phileo] you directly. First, I left 
the Father and arrived in the world; now 
I leave the world and travel to the Father 
[emphasis mine] (John 16:26-28, The 
Message).

A critical transition took place here. His disciples 
were invited to make their communications “directly 
to Him [the Father].” And particularly, verse 27 says, 
“Father loves you directly.” This love is phileo. He 
is said, “We have been friends; now it is time for 
you to become friends with the Father.” He took the 
disciples’ hands and placed them in Father’s hand.

To be sure there is no confusion at this point, 
I must make an exceedingly vital distinction. Our 
friendship with the Father, as I am presenting it, 
is in the context of our fellowship with the Father. 
Our relationship as sons and daughters is constant 
and unwavering based on the reconciliatory work 
of Christ and our union with Him in the Spirit. He 
adopted us into His family. It is legally binding by 
the blood of Jesus. 

Our fellowship is dynamic and growing. We 
progress in obedience and intimacy as we are 
conformed to the image of the Son by the Father’s 
gardening. Even though relationally the Father 
always treats us as friends, the path to intimacy 
will only be realized as we are yoked with Him. 
We continue on the path of faithfulness by allowing 
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Him to will and work in us for His good pleasure. 
Each aspect we have considered of the 

Things That Matter has been a necessary part in 
participating in the yoke of Christ, which leads us 
towards intimacy with the Father. Let us challenge 
ourselves with these questions:

  
1. Are we separating ourselves from conflicting 

affections, moving toward an unshared love?

2. Are we learning obedience to His leading and 
voice (heads in the yoke)? 

3. Are we devoted to the person and presence of 
God more than to ministry, programs, groups, 
doctrines, or personal success?

4. Are we committed to God’s purpose in fulfilling 
our calling?

5. Are we receiving God’s intimacy in the form of 
personal direction and a deeper understanding 
of His person and purposes?

CONCLUSION
In conclusion I think back to when Judith 

and I were sick with COVID. The darkness and 
proximity of death focused us on a few things 
that really mattered. Without being grandiose, I 
believe in some small way the Lord allowed us to 
prophetically experience the darkness and pain of 
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a spiritual “pandemic” more insidious and deadly 
than COVID. It was from within this darkness that 
I dramatically saw and understood the ubiquitous 
presence of the “gods of Babylon” whose spiritual 
virus mutates and spreads with exponential intensity. 

As we were recovering, our doctor told us that 
the antibody infusion we received early on probably 
saved our lives. Is it possible that the people of 
God could rise and infuse the Kingdom of God into 
the pandemic of darkness that seeks to destroy the 
church and the nations of the earth? Can we step 
back far enough to see the panorama of the cosmic 
narrative unfolding? As the governmental assembly 
of Christ’s Kingdom, we are the fulcrum on which 
the fulfillment of the redemptive saga balances. The 
enthroned Christ must bring it to pass, but we are 
the instruments through which it is accomplished. 

Jesus invites us to “take His Yoke upon ourselves 
and learn from Him.” This yoke is not a religious 
burden. This yoke is a relationship with Jesus, the 
Cosmic Christ. We quickly learn that what matters 
to Him becomes what matters to us. 

Remember the phrase “the main thing is to keep 
the main thing the main thing?” The things that 
matter are the main thing. Our present world is a 
tsunami of crises, distractions, conspiracies, and 
preoccupations. Many of these are energized by the 
gods of this age. They seek to sideline or replace 
the “main thing” in our priorities. Surrounding 
this sordid atmosphere, the pressures and demands 
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of navigating the vicissitudes of an increasingly 
complicated culture drain our mental, emotional, 
and spiritual energy. There are genuinely urgent and 
necessary demands, but we must ask ourselves if 
these have become an alternate “yoke” that prevents 
our fully accepting the yoke of Christ. Much of our 
spiritual warfare is staying in the yoke with Christ. 
We must not be drawn into the “side tracks” that 
ultimately do not matter. 

The Apostle Paul focused his life on the things 
that mattered. He knew how to “keep the main 
thing the main thing”. Under house arrest in Rome 
at the end of his life he wrote to Timothy, his son 
in the Lord, that his “time of departure” had come. 
Looking back over his life he could say that he had 
fought the good fight, finished his course, and kept 
the faith. He knew what mattered:

•	 He discovered Christ’s purposes, aligning his 
own with each of them.

•	 He fully embraced life, positive and negative, 
while in the living room.

•	 He was controlled, governed, by one word—
Agape.

•	 He freely poured out his life in authentic 
altruism, without wavering.

•	 He lived, taught, and embraced family. He was 
a father to many and a brother to all.

•	 He lived to present and please God the Father, 
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offering reconciliation without prejudice.  
•	 He experienced all five aspects of friendship as 

we have explored.

May Father God, through the Holy Spirit, impart 
to each reader the urgency of the hour in which we 
now live. May He grant us the grace to, like Paul, 
“go and do likewise.”
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